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ANNOUNCEMENT- ՅԱՅՏԱՐԱՐՈՒԹԻՒՆ | 

In this issue of ANJ, “Counterfeit Coins of Levon I” by R. Vardanyan, the gold coin of | 
Levon I (page 6, No.l, PL 1) is classified as counterfeit. The Armenian Numismatic Society | 
and the ANJ Editor do not agree with this attribution. In fact, if Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian were | 
aHve, he would protest to the director of the History Museum of Armenia and may weU re- | 


quest the return of the gold coin that he donated. 


\ ՏԳՏ ՜իհ այս համարին մէջ, «Լևոն 1-ի կեղծ դրամնԵր», գրուած' Ռ. ՎարդանԵանի ք 
I կողմէ, Լևոն Ա-ի ոսկևդրամը (էջ 6, թիւ 1, Տախ. 1,) դասաւորուած է որպէս կևղծ դրամ: Հայ | 
i Դրամագիտական Ընկևրակցութիւնը և ալ ՀԴՀ ֊ին խմբագիրը չևն համաձայնիր այս | 
. վևրագրումին հետ: Իրականութևան մէջ Եթէ Դոկտ. Ձարևհ Պ. Պտուկևանը կենդանի ըլլար, | 
' պիտի բոդոբէր Հայաստանի Պատմութևան Թանգարանի տնօրէնութեան, ինչէպէս նաևւ | 
Հ կրնար պահանջել որ իր նոփրած ոսկեդրամը ետ կերադարձուեր: | 


MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT SCHEDULE 

All Armenian Numismatic Society members receive a 20% discount on all publications*: 
Armenian Numismatic Journal issues (bound volumes included), Special Publications, 
Bedoukian publications, and also our silver medals. 

* Except for publications which are already offered at a reduced price 


ARTICLES SCHEDULED IN COMING 
ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL ISSUES 

The Armenian Coin Auctions of 2013 and 2014, by Y. T. Nercessian 
Pre-Coronation Trams of Levon II, by Y. T. Nercessian 
Horse’s Head Design on Coins of Sophene, by Y. T. Nercessian 

Selected Armenian Numismatic Bibliography of Ancient and Medieval Periods, 2001-2010, by 
Y. T. Nercessian 

Metrology of Copper Coinage of the Artaxiad Dynasty of Armenia, Artavasdes III (5-2 B.C.), 
Tigranes IV and Erato (2 B.C.-A.D. 1), Artavasdes IV and Augustus (A.D. 4-6), Tigranes V 
with Erato and Tigranes V with Augustus (A.D. 6) 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Soci- 
ety, an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, 
Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, USA (webpage; www.ArmNumSoc.ora/ . e-mail: ArmNumSoc- 
@aol.com ). Associate Editors, W. Gewenian and T. Nercessian, Corresponding Editors, L. A. 
Saryan. Non-member subscriptions $70/80 per year. ISSN 0884-0180— LCCN 85-64944 
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Letters 


TELEPHONE CALLS, LETTERS AND E=MAILS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Mr. Nercessian, to the knowledge of the members of the Armenian Numismatic Society my 
new book is now available for sale: Aram Vardanyan 

Dr. Aram Vardanyan, “77?e Coins as Evidence for the History of Armenia and Adharbayjan in 
the Century AD’\ Guldedruck Verlag, Tuebingen, 2013. Hard cover, glossy paper, 287 pages, 
more than 180 black-white ill., weight 1255 g, price 48,50 Euros (excl. shipping costs). The book 
can be purchased through the Muenzgalerie Muenchen via an Email to Mrs. Maria Boehm at: 
mgm@muenzgalerie.de 


My name is Armen Tangamyan. I'm originally from Armenia, but now I live and work here in 
Bellevue, WA. I've been collecting coins for as long as I can remember myself, but recently I 
gained a huge interest in ancient Armenian numismatics, and now I also have a growing collec- 
tion of Cilician Armenian coins. Simultaneously, I started researching about the medieval Arme- 
nian coinage and specifically the gold coin of Gosdantin I (by the way, I think this one actually 
belongs to Gosdantin IV, but that's a separate story...). Recently I got to know a few of the cur- 
rent members of ANS, such as Dr. Levon Saryan and Mr. Jirair Christianian and they are the 
people who suggested joining ANS. That's the reason I'm writing this email. I'm really interested 
in joining the association and I'd like to hear from you about it. What are it's activities, who are 
the members, what are the responsibilities and the benefits. Looking forward to hearing from 
you! Armen Tangamyan 

...Also, my friend Jirair Christanian suggested that I join the society and mention him as my ref- 
erence. ..He mentioned that publications are 50% off for members after a $50 membership fee. If 
that is possible, I would like to do that and add to my order SP 8 and SP14. .. Simon Maghakyan 

Editor’s response: Attached is your revised information and application paper for mem- 
bership. The information, “publications are 50% off for members after a 
$50 membership fee” is incorrect. 

I encountered the following list of articles in the recent issue of Shekel: “The 250th issue features 
articles about ancient coins: Rome 's Judaea Capta Coins by Robert Deutsch, and The Jewish 
Kings of Armenia by Marvin Tameanko; new issues from Israel: Israel’s 2013 Maccabiah Coins 
by Andrew Perala, and Yitzhak Shamir Honored on Medal by Yossi Ahimeir; and the Holocaust: 
Medals Commemorate Shanghai Ghetto by Donn Pearlman, Deggendorf Dollars by Robert 
Messing, and The Extraordinary life of Nat Sobel, Holocaust Survivor, and Father of The Shek- 
elT Levon Saryan 

The [Levon II pre-coronation] coin weighed 2.88 grams, 20.8 mm, and die axis image three be- 
low, about 8-9:00 o’clock. I purchased the coin from Jack G[uevrekian]. about 20 years ago. He 
wanted me to own it. At the time I did not know how important the coin was. I want you to know 
that I read your books each week and am very grateful for your hard work over the years. Some- 
day I would like to have you see my collection and hear your comments. I look at many of them 
and think, "YT would have a story about this coin". All the best, God bless your work. 

Chuck Hajinian, DDS 
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ԼԵԻՈՆ I -Ի ԿԵՂԾ ԴՐԱՄՆԵՐ 

ՀԱՑԱՍՏԱՆԻ ՊԱՏՄՈԻ13-ԵԱՆ ՌԱՆԳԱՐԱՆԻ ՀՍԻՍԲԱԾՈԻԻՑ 


Ռուբէն Վարդանեան (Աբիաակ 1-3) 

Հայաստանի Պատմութնան Թանգարան 


Հայաստանի պատմաթ15ան թանգարանի կիփկեան հայկական դրամննրի հաւաբածաի մէջ 976-ը 
թագատրաթնան հիմնադիր Լևոն I ՄԾծագործի դրամնճրն նն, որոնց ամբողջական կատայոգը 
պատրաստ է հրատարակութնան: Եւս 60 նմուշ Լևոնի դրամննրի տիպնրոկ' կնրջին շուրջ հարիւր 

նօթանասուն տարիների ընթացքում պատրաստաած կնդծիքննր նն: Արժանի չհամարելով կեդծ 

դրամները Լևոն 1-ի իսկական դրամների կատալոգի մէջ ընդգրկելու, րայց նաև նկատի ունենալով, որ 
դրանք կարոդ են որոշակի հետաքրբրաթիւն ներկայացնել դրամագէտների համար, որոշաեց այդ 
նմուշները հրատարակել աոանձին: 

կրկնաոիւծ արծաթէ դրամների օրինակով կեդծուած ձուլածոյ նոյնատիպ երկու դրամ, մէկը' 
Վենետիկի Մխիթարեան թանգարանից, միտը' Վիեննայի Մխիթարյան թանգարանից, հրատարակուել 
են դեռևս 1840-ական թուականներին: Այդ կեդծիբները բացայայտել է կդեմէս Սիպիլեանը, դրանց 

մասին գրելով իր «Դասատրաթխն Ռուբենեան դրամոց» գրքում և տալով Վենետիկի օրինակի 
գրչասլատկերը: Երկու վանքերի աբբահայրերի վկայութեամբ, ինչպէս հաղորդում է հեղինակը, 

դրամները նվուիրեւ է վանքերին այցելութեան եկած ոմն հիւր:' 

կ. Սիպիլեանի գրքում Գրիգորիս Գալէմքեարեանի կողմից յաւելուած բաժնում ներկայացուած է մէկ 
այլ ակնյայտ կեդծ դրամ, որը, դեդնագոյն պդնձից պատրաստուած, Լևոն 1-ի դանգերի անարուեստ 
նմանակութիւն է:^ 

Եւ վերջապէս, կ. Սիպիլեանի գրքում, նոյնպէս հրատարակչի միջամտութեամբ, տեղ գտած միտ 
կեգծիքը' Լևոն 1-ի ոսկէ դրամներն են: Սրանց կեդծ լինելու մասին հիմնաւորումները տրուել են աոանձին 
յօդուածով, ուստի կբաւարարուենք միայն այդ յօդուածին յդում կատարելով:^ 

ՀՊԹ հաւաքածուի մէջ Լևոն Իի կեդծուած դրամներից չորսը պատրաստուած են կէս երկդրամների 
տիպերով' մէկը ոսկուց (ԷՀջ 1), երեքը' արծաթից (ՅՀջ 2-4): Դժուար է ասել, ոսկէ դրամը ձուլուած է, թէ 
պատրաստաել է հատման եգանակով: Արծաթէ օրինակներն, ակնյայտօրէն, ձուլուած են իսկական 
դրամներից հանուած կաղապարների մէջ: Արծաթներից երկուսի կշիռը գերագանցում է կէս 

երկդրամների կշիռը 2 և 3), միւսինը' նորմայի սահմաններում է: 

կրկնաոիւծ դրամներից պատճենահանուած և կաղապարի մէջ ձուլուած նմուշները 15-ն են (ՅՀջ 5- 
20): Դրամները պատճէնահանուել են 7 տարբեր դրամներից և ձուլուել են արծաթից, բացի մէկից, որն 
արոյրից է: Բոլոր օրինակները գերագանցում են իսկական դրամների կշռային նորման, բացառութեամբ 
20-ի, որը մաշուած չէ, բայց կշռում է 2.44 գ, նորմայից պակաս, և պատրաստուած է ցածր յարգի 
դեգնաւուն երանգով արծաթից: 

Պգնձէ դանգեր ներկայացնող կեգծիքները 7 հատ են (ISTs 21-27), պատճէնահանուած են չորս 
իսկական դրամներից' ձուլման եղանակով, բայց միայն մէկն է պդնձից: Օրինակներից մէկը 

պատրաստուած է բաւական բարձր յարգի արծաթից (900), միաները' սպիտակաւան կամ գորշ 
մետաղներից: Պդնձէ նմուշի կշիռը' 13.96 գ, մօտ երկու անգամ գերագանցում է նորման: 


Հ Կղեմէս. վրդ, Սիպիլեան. ԴասաւորոտիւՕ Ռաբենեան դրամոց, ՎիենՕա, 1892, էջ 1 1-12. նկ. 5: 

Նոյն տնղում, էջ 21-22, նկ. 9: Տե՛ս նաև Ջ.Պ. Պտակնան, կխիկեան Հայաստանի դրամները. Վինննա. 1963, էջ 112. 226, 
XV1I1, 772-773, Y. Nercessian, Armenian Counterfeit Coin Detection. XVIII, 1992, p, 31, PI. II, lOa-c. 

Ո-. Վարդանեան, Լեւոն I -ի «ոսկե դրամներ», ՀԴՀ 8 (2012), էջ 3-30: 
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Ռուբէն վարդանԵան 


կն^ծիքննրի միւս խումբը նԵրկայացնող օրինակննրը նմանակաթիւնննր Ծն, որոնք ոչ թէ 
պատճէնահանուած Են իսկական դրամնԵրից, այլ հատուած են Լևոն 1-ի կրկնաոիւծ դրամների տիպերի 
նմանութեամբ փորագրուած կնիքներով (>f9 28-58): Դրանք երկա տիպի են, որոնք, ստորև տրուոդ 

ցուցակում, պայմանականօրէն նշել ենք որպէս տիպ 1 և տիպ 2: Երկուսն էլ յայտնի են վաղուց և 

հրատարակուել են Զ. Պտուկեանի, Ե. Ներսէսեանի և Լ. Սարեանի կողմից;'' Տիպ 1-ից ՀՊԹ-ում կայ 27 
նմուշ, որոնցից 23-ը հատուած են արծաթից, չորսը' գորշաւուն մետաղից են և, հաւանաբար, 
պատրաստուել են ձուլման եղանակով: Սրծաթէ օրինակների կշիռներն անկանոն են, տատանւում են 2 
գրամից մինչև 3.32 գ, գորշաւուն նմուշների կշիռը բաւական կայուն է, բայց նորմայից բարձր: Տիպ 2-ից 
կայ չորս օրինակ, բոլորն էլ արծաթից են և կշռում են 2. 10-ից 3.02 գ: 

կեղծիքների յաջորդ տեսակը (hfe 59-60) ներկայացուած է երկու նմուշով' պատրաստուած արծաթից, 
պղնձէ դրամների նմանութեամբ, բայց յօրինուած մանրամասներով: Սրանք, կարծէս թէ, հայտնի չեն 
հրատարակութիւններից ; 

Լևոն 1-ի կեղծ դրամների ի յայտ գալու ժամանակագրութեան մասին ոչինչ ստոյգ յայտնի չէ: 
Այդուհանդերձ, հետևելով թանգարանում այդ կեղծ դրամների մուտքագրման տարեթուերին, կարելի է, 
թեկուգև աղօտ, պատկերացում կազմել, թէ կեղծիքների որ տեսակը մոտաւորապէս երբ կարոդ է 
յայտնուած լինել: Ոսկէ դրամի հարցը մի փոքր այլ է. Դ. Շլյումբերժէն մեկ առյուծով ոսկէ «դրամի» 
մասին յօդուածը հրատարակել է 1881 թ.: Պէտք է ենթադրել, որ հեղինակն այն ձեռք է բերել 
հրատարակումից ոչ շատ վաղ; Սա, թերևս, ՀՊԹ հաւաքածուի մեջ Լևոն 1-ի ամենահին կեղծ դրամն է: 
կէս երկդրամների տիպերով երկու կեղծ դրամները նոյնպես բաւական հին են. դրանցից մէկը' ՅՀ» 2, եղել է 
Լագարյան ճեմարանի հաւաքածուի մէջ և մուտք է գործել թանգարան 1922 թ., իսկ միւսը' Լքշ 3, եկել է 
էջմիածնի մատենադարանի հաւաքածուի հետ միասին, 1929 թ.; Հին են նաև կրկնառիւծ դրամների 
պատճէնահանմամբ պատրաստուած ԷՀ» 9 և 11-16 կեղծ դրամները, որոնցից երեքը թանգարան են 
մուտքագրուել 1922 թ., մեկը' 1929 թ.: Համեմատաբար վաղ են' յօրինուած տիպերով արծաթէ 

«դանգերը», որոնցից առաջինը ստացուել է 1948 թ.: կրկնառիւծ դրամների պատճէնահանմամբ 

կատարուած ՅՀշ 17-20 նմուշները ստացուել են 1970- 1980-ական թուականներին: Պատճէնահանուած 
դանգերը մուտք են գործել 1955-1992 թթ. ընթացքում: կրկնառյիւծ դրամների տիպ 1 

նմանակութիւններից առաջինը ստացուել է 1965 թ., մնացած 26-ը' 1970-2011 թթ. ընթացքում, իսկ տիպ 
2-ի առաջին նմուշը մուտքագրուել է 1971 թ., մ]ււս երեքը' մինչև 1984 թ.: 


COUNTERFEIT COINS OF LEVON I 
FROM THE COLLECTION AT THE HISTORY MUSEUM OF ARMENIA 


Ruben Vardanyan (Plates 1-3) 

History Museum of Armenia 


In the History Museum of Armenia’s (HMA’s) collection of Cilician coins, there are 976 coins of 
Levon I the Magnificent, the founder of the kingdom of Cilician Armenia. The full catalogue of these 
coins is ready for publication. In addition to these coins of Levon I, there are 60 forgeries, produced 
over the last approximately 170 years. It was not considered worthwhile to include the forged coins 
with the real coins of Levon I, while still bearing in mind that they may have some interest for 
numismatists, and so it was decided to publish these specimens separately. 

Two cast counterfeits of two-lion drams type, one from the Venice Mekhitarist Museum, and the 
other - from the Vienna Mekhitarist Museum, were published in the 1840s. Father Clement Sibilian 


Ջ.Պ. Պտուկեան, կիւիկՕան Հայաստանի դրամները, Վինննա, 1963, էջ 112, 226, XVIII. 774-775 (տիպ 1), Y. Nercessian, 
Armenian Counterfeit Coin Detection, XA7 XVIII, 1992, p, 30, PI. II, 7, 8 (տիպ 1), p. 31, PI. II, 9 (տիպ 2). L. Saryan, Two Counterfeit 
Armenian Trams from eBay and Other Pitfalls of the Internet, ANJ33, 2007, p. 63, Fig. I (տիպ 1), p. 63-64, Fig, 2 (տիպ 2). 
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Լևոն Իի կեհծ դրամներ 


revealed these forgeries, and wrote about them in his ‘‘‘‘Classification of Roubenian Coins" and 
provided a line drawing of the Venice example. According to the author, two abbots testified that the 
coins were a gift from a guest on a journey to the monastery. 

Grigor Galemkearian, the publisher, included in the appendix to Sibilian’s book an obviously 
counterfeit coin, which was made of yellowed copper and was an artless replica of Levon’s dangs. 

And finally, the next fake coins in Sibilian’s book were also included due to the intervention of 
the publisher and were gold coins of Levon I. The justifications for considering these coins to be 
forgeries have been given in a separate article, and thus we believe it sufficient here to merely make 
note of that article. 

Four of the counterfeit Levon I coins in the HMA’s collection are of half double-drams type and 
consist of one gold (JNfo 1) and three silver specimens (iNs 2-4). It is difficult to say whether the gold 
piece was cast, or struck. Two of the silvers (>T 2 2 and 3) are heavier than the half-double drams, 
while the other is within normal limits. 

There are 15 counterfeits of two-lion drams, which were cast using a mold (Jsf 2 5-20). These 
specimens were copied from seven different original coins and cast in silver, except for one, which is 
in brass. All of these specimens are heavier than the real coins, except for >T 2 20, which is not worn, 
weighs 2.44 grams, less than normal, and was also made out of a lower-quality, yellowish silver. 

There are 7 counterfeits of copper dangs (Jf 2 21-27) which were copied from four real coins using 
the casting method, with one example made from copper. One from this group was made of high 
quality silver (900), while the others were made of whitish or grey metals. The weight of the copper 
forgery, 13.96 grams, is almost two times heavier than normal. 

Another group of fakes are replicas or imitations that were not cast from real coins but were 
struck by dies engraved in the likeness of Levon 1 two-lion drams (No. 28-58). These are of two 
types, which will be referred to below as Type 1 and Type 2. Both were known for a long time and 
were published by P. Bedoukian, Y. Nercessian, and L. Saryan. There are 27 examples of Type 1 in 
the HMA collection, of which, 23 are silver, while the remaining four are made of greyish metal. 
They were probably made by casting. The weights of the silver forgeries are irregular and fluctuate 
between 2 - 3.32 g, but the weights of the greyish metal coins are consistent, though heavier than the 
originals. There are four examples of Type 2 coins, all of which are made of silver and weigh 
between 2.10 - 3.02 g. 

The next variety of forgeries is represented by two examples (J^f 2 59-60). These specimens are 
made of silver, in the likeness of copper coins, but with invented details. These seem not to have 
been published. 

The chronology of the appearance of the counterfeit coins of Levon I is not known to any precise 
degree. In any case, following the dates of entry of the counterfeit coins into the HMA will allow us 
to formulate an idea, even if a vague one, of approximately when that type of forgery appeared. The 
question of the gold coin is a little different: D. Schlumberger wrote about a gold “coin” with one 
lion in an article published in 1881. It is to supposed that the author did not acquire the coin much 
earlier than the date of publication. This is likely the oldest counterfeit coin of Levon I in the HMA 
collection. Two counterfeit coins of the half double-dram type are also quite old, and one of them, JV 2 
2, came to the museum in 1922 from the Lazaryan Seminary collection, while the other, JV 2 3, was in 
the collection of the Manuscript Museum (Matenadaran) at Ejmiatsin and was acquired by the HMA 
in 1929. The forgeries produced by copying the two-lion drams are also old (Jf 2 9 and 11-16), and 
three of these entered into the HMA’s collection in 1922, and one in 1929. Relatively early are the 
silver dangs with invented types, with one example received by the HMA in 1948. The other copied 
two-lion drams (Ff 2 17-20) were received in the 1970s-1980s. Copied dangs came to the museum 
between 1955-1992. The first of the Type 1 imitations of the two-lion drams was acquired by the 
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Ռտբէն ՎարդանԾան 


museum in 1965, with the remaining 26 arriving between 1970-2011. The first of the Type 2 
imitations came in 1971, and the other three up until 1984. 


Այն դէպքնրամ, երբ կեբծ դրամները պատճէնահանուած են իսկական դրամներից, և ՀՊԹ 
հաւաբածաի մէջ կան Լեռն 1-ի դրամներ, որոնց կնիքներից մէկը կամ երկուսը նոյնանում են կեդծերի 
հետ, տրուել է յւյում հետևեալ օրինակներոկ' «Ինչպէս SNA I, 86 դիմ., hdd3.haYOC‘ 6», այսինքն' տուեալ 
կեղծ դրամի դիմերեսը համապատասխանում է Sylloge Nummorum Armenorum, հատոր 1, կատալոգի K» 
86 իսկական դրամի դիմերեսին, որի կնիքի կոդն է hdd3.haYOC‘ 6, կամ «Ինչպես SNA I, 174, 175. 
A2.haYOC‘ 9 / A2.asT OW COY 4», այսինքն' տուեալ կեղծ դրամի և' դիմերեսը, և' դարձերեսը 
համապատասխանում են SNA 1-ի Jfe 174 և 175 դրամների երկու կորմի նշաած կնիքներին: 

Ցուցակում իւրաքանյուր նմուշի վերաբերյալ տրուած են հետհեալ տեգեկութիւնները. 

- հերթական համարը, մետաւլը, կշիոը, աոաւելագոյն տրամագիծը, կնիքների յարաբերութիւնը, 

- թանգարանի գոյքային համարը, դրամի ծագումը և մուտքագրման տարին, 

- դիմերեսի և դարձերեսի գրութիւնները 

- մատենագիտական հղումներ, եթէ այդպիսիք կան; 


In cases where counterfeit coins are copied from true coins and where there are coins of Levon I in the 
HMA collection, one or two dies of which are identical with the forged coins, the reference is given as in 
following examples: “As SNA I, 86 obv., hdd3.haYOC‘ 6”, i.e., the obverse of this counterfeit coin is the same 
as the obverse of original coin Jfs 86 from the Sylloge Nummorum Armenorum (SNA), vol. 1, and the code on 
the die is hdd3.haYOC‘ 6. Another example is: “As SNA I, 174, 175. A2.haYOC‘ 9 / A2.asT OW COY 4”, 
where both the obverse and the reverse of the counterfeit coin correspond to the dies of both sides of original 
coins Jfs 174 and 175 in SNA I 

In the catalogue, the following information is given for each specimen: 

- serial number, metal, weight, maximum diameter, die axis; 

- museum inventory number, provenance, and date of entrance into museum; 

- obverse and reverse legends 

- bibliographic references, if any. 


կէս երկդրամների տիս^ ոսկԵԷ «դրամ» 
Gold “coin” of half double-drams type 


ԿԵՂԾ ԴՐԱՄՆԵՐԻ 8ՈԻՑԱԿԸ 


CATALOGUE OF COUNTERFEIT COINS 


ԼՈսկի, 4.83 գ, 23.1 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19332: Զ. Պտռւկեան, նուէր, 1984: 
Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹՍԳՍԻՈՐ ՏԱՅՈՑ 
Դարձ. +կԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏԻՍ113 
Ձախ դաշտում Ն մենագիրը; 


1. AV;4.83 g;23.1 mm; 12 հ. 

Inv. 19332. P. Bedoukian, gift, 1984. 
Ohv. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱՒՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Re\. +ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏԻՍՍՅ 
Monogram ”h- in 1. field 
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Պատճէնահանուած ձալածւց կէս երկդրամնԵր 
Copied cast half double-drams 

2. Արծաթ, 5.48 գ, 22.5 մմ, 1 1 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 5318: Լազարնան ճնմարանի նախկին 
հաւստածոփց, ստացաճլ է 1922 թ.: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹՍԳՍԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Դարձ. +ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ՍՍՏՈԻԾՈՅ 
Ինչպէս SNA 1, 86 դիմ., hdd3.haYOC‘ 6. 

3. Արծաթ, 4.10 գ, 22.3 մմ, 5 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 8911: Էջմիածնի մատենադարանի նախկին 
հաւաքածուից, ստացուել է 1929 թ.: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳՍԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Դարձ. +ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԻՄՈՅ 
Ինչպէս SNA I, 93 դիմ., hdd3.haYOC‘ 9. 

4. Արծաթ, 2.70 գ, 21.7 մմ, 3 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18389-216: Ա. Փոլադեան, նուէր, 1971: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳՍԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Դարձ. +ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԾՈՅ 

Պատճէնահանուած ձուլածոյ կրկնսախծ դրամներ 
Copied cast two-lion drams 

5. Արծաթ, 4.30 գ, 21.5 մմ, 2 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 5311: Նալբանդեան, նուէր, 1925: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Դարձ, ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՌԾՈ 
Ինչպէս SNA I, 199 դիմ., A2.haYOC‘ 1 Lewn. 

6. Արծաթ, 3.33 գ, 21.5 մմ, 3 Ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18981-58: Գ. Մազլամեան, նուէր, 1979: 

Դիմ. ֊ՒԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 

Դարձ. +կԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՌՄՈՅ 

Ինչպէս SNA 1,174,175. A2.haYOC‘ 9 / 2.asTOWCOY 4. 

7. Արծաթ, 3.20 գ, 22.2 մմ, 3 ժ: 

Դ.հ. 19032-33: Գ. Մազլամեան, նուէր, 1980: 

Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

8. Արոյր, 2.87 գ, 22.1 մմ, 3 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 17687-25: Պ. Պօզոսեան, գնում, 1961: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ [ԹԱ]ԳԱԻՈ[Ր Հ]ԱՅՈՑ 
Դարձ. ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ [Ա]ՍՏՈ[?] 

Ինչպէս SNA I, A2 դաս. 

9. Արծաթ, 4.09 գ, 21.0 մմ, 8 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 5309: Լազարեան ճեմարանի նախկին 
հաւաքածաից, ստացաել է 1922 թ.: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅԱՈՑ 

Դարձ. ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԻՄՈ 

Ինչպէս SNA I, 462, A5.haYAOC‘ lor / Cl.asTOWCO 6. 

10. Արծաթ, 3.33 գ, 22.6 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 5312: Սարգսեան, նուէր, 1920ական թթ.: 

Դիմ. ֊ՒԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՓ ՀԱՅՈՑ 

Դարձ. ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈՄ 

Ինչպէս SNA I, 378 դիմ., 382 դարձ. A5.haYOC‘ 5օր/ 

A5.asTOC 5. 
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2. AR;5.48g; 22.5 mm; 11 h. 

Inv. 5318. Ex Lazarian seminary’s collection, acquired 
in 1922. 

Obv. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Rev. ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԻԾՈՅ 
As SNA I, 86 obv., hdd3.haYOC‘ 6. 

3. AR; 4.10 g; 22.3 mm; 5 h. 

Inv. 891 1. Ex Ejmiatsin Matenadaran’s collection, 
acquired in 1929. 

Obv. ֊ՒԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Rev. ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԻԾՈՅ 
As SNA I, 93 obv., hdd3.haYOC‘ 9. 

4. AR; 2.70 g; 21.7 mm; 3 h. 

Inv. 18389-216. A. Poladyan, gift, 1971. 

Obv. ֊ՒԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Rev. ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԾՈՅ 


5. AR; 4.30 g; 21.5 mm; 2 h. 

Inv. 5311. Nalbandyan, gift, 1925. 

Obv. ֊ՒԼԵԻՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Rev. ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏ ՌԾՈ 
As SNA I, 199 obv., A2.haYOC‘ 1 Lewn. 

6. AR; 3.33 g; 21.5 mm; 3 h. 

Inv. 18981-58. G. Mazlumyan, gift, 1979. 

Obv. ֊ՒԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Rev. ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՌԾՈՅ 
As SNA I, 174, 175. A2.haYOC‘ 9/A2.asTOWCOY4. 

7. AR; 3.20 g; 22.2 mm; 3 h. 

Inv. 19032-33. G. Mazlumyan, gift, 1980. 

Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

8. Brass; 2.87 g; 22.1 mm; 8 h. 

Inv. 17687-25. P. Poghosyan, purchase, 1961. 

Obv. ֊ՒԼԵԻՈՆ [ԹԱ]ԳԱԻՈ[Ր Հ]ԱՅՈՑ 
Rev. ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ [Ա]ՍՏՈ[?] 

As SNA 1, class A2 

9. AR; 4.09 g; 21.0 mm; 8 h. 

Inv. 5309. Ex Lazarian seminary’s collection, acquired 
in 1922. 

Obv. ֊ՒԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅԱՈՑ 
Rev. ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԻԾՈ 
As SNA I, 462, A5.haYAOC‘ lor /Cl.asTOWCO 6. 

10. AR; 3.33 g; 22.6 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 5312. Sargsyan, gift, 1920s. 

Obv. ֊ՒԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՓ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Rev. ֊ՒկԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈՄ 

As SNA I, 378 obv., 382 rev. A5.haYOC‘ 5or/ 
AS.asTOC 5. 
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Ռուբէն ՎարդանԾան 


11. Արծաթ, 3.76 գ, 22.8 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 5326: ԼազարԵան ճնմարանի նախկին 
հաւաքածուից, ստացունլ է 1922 թ.: 

Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

12. Արծաթ, 3.41 գ, 24.6 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 8912: Էջմիածնի մատննադարանի նախկին 
հաւարածուից, ստացուել է 1929 թ.: 

Նոյն դիմ. ն դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

13. Արծաթ, 3.90 գ, 22.5 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 12382: Կ- Խդշման, նաէր, 1933: 

Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

14. Արծաթ, 3.47 գ, 22.5 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 17524-49: Հ. ՀովհաննիսԵան, գնում, 1958: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

15. Արծաթ, 3.79 գ, 22.5 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 17524-53: Տ- ՀովհաննիսԾան, գնում, 1958: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

16. Արծաթ, 3.68 գ, 22.5 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 5324: ԼագարԵան ճնմարանի նախկին 
հաւաքածուից, ստացունլ է 1922 թ.: 

Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

17. Արծաթ, 3.48 գ, 22.3 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19032-22: Գ. Մագլումնան, նուէր, 1980: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 

Դարձ. +ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԻԾՈ 

Ինչպնէս SNA 1, 506. Bld.haYOC‘ 3 / Bl.asTOWCO 8. 

18. Արծաթ, 3.40 գ, 22.7 մմ, 2 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19032-43: Դ. Մագլումնան, նուէր, 1980: 

Նոյն դիմ. ն դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

19. Արծաթ, 2.71 գ, 20.8 մմ, 1 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19374-2: Գ. Բարսնդնան, նուէր, 1984: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ: Աստղ' ձախ 
դաշտում: 

Դարձ. +կԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԻԾՈՅ 
Ինչպէս SNA 1, 515 դիմ., B2.haYOC‘ 2. 

20. Արծաթ (յարգը' 600), 2.44 գ, 21.0 մմ, 1 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18389-217: Ա. Փոյադնան, նուէր, 1971: 

Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

Պաւոճէնահանուած ձալածոյ դանգնր 
Copied cast dangs 

21. Ապիտակ մնտաղ, 5.64 գ, 26.4 մմ, 3 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 17817-117: Գ. Աոպաննան, նուէր, 1955: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅԻՈ 

Դարձ. +ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂԱՔՍ Ի ՍԻՍ 

22. Արծաթ, 8.59 գ, 27.2 մմ, 9 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 17427-42: Ա. Փոլադնան, նուէր, 1957: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅԻՈ 
Դարձ. +ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂՍՔԱ Ի ՍԻՍ 
Ինչպէս SNA I, 897. haywo C2 / aisis Bl. 
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11. AR; 3.76 g; 22.8 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 5326. Ex Lazarian seminary’s collection, acգuired 
in 1922. 

Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

12. AR; 3.41 g; 24.6 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 8912. Ex Ejmiatsin Matenadaran’s collection, 
acգuired in 1929. 

Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

13. AR; 3.90 g; 22.5 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 12382. K. Khidishyan, gift, 1933. 

Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

14. AR;3.47 g; 22.5 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 17524-49. H. Hovhannisyan, purchase, 1958. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

15. AR; 3.79 g; 22.5 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 17524-53. H. Hovhannisyan, purchase, 1958. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

16. AR; 3.68 g; 22.5 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 5324. Ex Lazarian seminary’s collection, acquired 
in 1922. 

Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

17. AR;3.48 g; 22.3 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19032-22. G. Mazlumyan, gift, 1980. 

Obv. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Rev. +կԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԻՄՈ 
As SNA I, 506. Bld.haYOC* 3 / Bl.asTOWCO 8. 

18. AR; 3.40 g; 22.7 mm; 2 h. 

Inv. 19032-43. G. Mazlumyan, gift, 1980. 

Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

19. AR; 2.71 g; 20.8 mm; 1 h. 

Inv. 19374-2. G. Barseghyan, gift, 1984. 

Obv. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ. Star in 1. field. 
Rev. +կԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԻԾՈՅ 
As SNA 1, 515 obv., B2.haYOC‘ 2. 

20. AR (fineness 600); 2.44 g; 21.0 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 18389-217. A. Poladyan, gift, 1971. 

Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 


21. White metal; 5.64 g; 26.4 mm; 3 h. 
Inv. 17817-117. G. Arslanyan, gift, 1955. 
Obv. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅԻՈ 
Rev. +ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂԱՔՍ Ի ՍԻՍ 

22. AR; 8.59 g; 27.2 mm; 9 h. 

Inv. 17427-42. A. Poladyan, gift, 1957. 
Obv. >քԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅԻՈ 
Rev. +ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂՍՔԱ Ի ՍԻՍ 
As SNA 1, 897. haywo C2 / aisis B 1 . 
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Լնռն I -ի կՍւյծ դրամներ 


23. Պրւինձ, 13.96 գ, 28.1 մմ, 4 Ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19033-11. Գ. Մազլումնան, նուէր, 1980: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԱԱԳԱԻՈՐ ^ՍՅԻՈՑ 
Դարձ. +ՇԻՆՍ1 Ի 9ՍՂՍԼԻ9Ն Ի ՍՍ 
Ինչպէս SNA I, 954. haywoc‘ C5 / niss D2. 

24. Սպիտակ ւՈյտաղ, 7.45 գ, 29.5 մմ, 9 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18534-2: Հ. ԴԾմիրճեան, նուէր, 1972: 

Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀՍՅԻՈՑ 
Դարձ. +ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂՍՔՍ Ի ՍԻՍ 
Ինչպէս SNA I, 955. haywoc‘ D1 / sisis B20. 

Y. Nercessian, Armenian Counterfeit Coin Detection, 
ANJ XVlll, 1992, p. 3 1, PI. II, 1 1, 12. 

25. Սպիտակ մնտաււ, 6.27 գ, 27.1 մմ, 9 ժ: 

Դ.հ. 19339-1. 0. Տէր-ՅովհաննիսԵան, նուէր, 1984: 
նայն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

26. Սպիտակ մետաղ, 5.37 գ, 29.1 մմ, 9 ժ: 

Դ.հ. 19339-2: 0. Տէր-3ա]հաննիսեան, նուէր, 1984: 
նայն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նայսորդը: 

27. Դորշ լքետադ, 7.67 գ, 29.3 մմ, 8 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18248-2: Պ. Մարգարեան, նուէր, 1970: 
նայն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

Y. Nercessian, Armenian Counterfeit Coin Detection, 
ANJ XVIII, 1992, p. 30, PI. II, 12. 

կրկնսախծ դրաւաէրի նմանակութխններ 
Imitation two-lion drams 


23. AE; 13.96 g; 28.1 mm; 4 h. 

Inv. 19033-11. G. Mazlumyan, gift, 1980. 

Obv. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ՍԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՏՍՅԻՈՑ 
Rev. +ՇԻՆՍ1 Ւ 9ՍՂՍԼԻ9Ն Ի ՍՍ 
As SNA I, 954. haywoc‘ C5 / niss D2. 

24. White metal; 7.45 g; 29.5 mm; 9 h. 

Inv. 18534-2. Demirchyan, gift, 1972. 

Obv. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀՍՅԻՈՑ 
Rev. +ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂՍՔՍ Ի ՍԻՍ 

As SNA I, 955. haywoc‘ D1 / sisis B20. 

Y. Nercessian, Armenian Counterfeit Coin Detection, 
ANJ XVIII, 1992, p. 30, PI. II, 1 1. 

25. White metal; 6.27 g; 27.1 mm; 9 h. 

Inv. 19339-1. O. Ter-Hovhannisyan, gift, 1984. 

Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

26. White metal; 5.37 g; 29.1 mm; 9 h. 

Inv. 19339-2. O. Ter-Hovhannisyan, gift, 1984. 

Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

27. Grey metal; 7.67 g; 29.3 mm; 8 h. 

Inv. 18248-2. P. Margaryan, gift, 1970. Said to be 
found in Antioch. 

Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

Y. Nercessian, Armenian Counterfeit Coin Detection, 
ANJ XVIII, 1992, p. 30, PI. II, 12. 


Տիպ1 
Type 1 

28. Արծաթ, 2.00 գ, 23.4 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 17939-59: Զ. Պտուկեան, նուէր, 1965: 
Դիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱ1 ԱՄԵՆ ՀԱՅՈՅ 
Դարձ. +ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈ-ԾՈՅ 
Ինչպէս CCA, 774, 775 ն CAC, 1825-1828. 


28. AR; 2.00 g; 23.4 mm; 12 հ. 

Inv. 17939-59. P. Bedoukian, gift, 1965. 

Obv. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱ1 ԱՄԵՆ ՀԱՅՈՑ 

Rev. +կԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՌՄՈՅ 

As CCA, Nos. 774, 775; CAC, Nos. 1825-1828. 


Y. Nercessian, Armenian Counterfeit Coin Detection, ANJ XVIII, 1992, p. 30, PI. II, 7, 8. L. Saryan, Two 
Counterfeit Armenian Trams from eBay and Other Pitfalls of the Internet, ANJ 33, 2007, p. 63, Fig. I. 


29. Արծաթ, 2.90 գ, 23.3 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18307: Ե. Ղազարեան, նուէր, 1970: 
նայն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

30. Արծաթ, 2.94 գ, 22.8 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18602-12: Հ. Ամատունի, նուէր, 1974: 
նայն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

31. Արծաթ, 3.32 գ, 23.4 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18602-15: Հ. Ամատունի, նուէր, 1974: 
նայն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

32. Արծաթ, 2.66 գ, 22.6 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Դ.հ. 18602-16: Հ. Ամատունի, նուէր, 1974: 
նայն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 


29. AR; 2.90 g; 23.3 mm; 12 հ. 

Inv. 18307. Y. Ghazaryan, gift, 1970. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

30. AR; 2.94 g; 22.8 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 18602-12. H. Amatuni, gift, 1974. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

31. AR; 3.32 g; 23.4 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 18602-15. H. Amatuni, gift, 1974. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

32. AR; 2.66 g; 22.6 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 18602-16. H. Amatuni, gift, 1974. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. 10 (40), (2014) 


9 


Ռուբէն վարդանեան 


33. Արծաթ, 3.10 գ, 22.6 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18602-19: Հ. Ամատանի, նուէր, 1974: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

34. Արծաթ, 3.04 գ, 22.7 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.1ւ. 18602-22: Տ- Ամատանի, նուէր, 1974: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

35. Արծաթ, 2.91 գ, 22.8 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18602-25: Հ. Ամատանի, նաէր, 1974: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

36. Արծաթ, 2.90 գ, 23.3 մմ, 1 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18981-45: Գ. Մազլա մնան, նուէր, 1979: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

37. Արծաթ, 2.66 գ, 23.4 մմ, 1 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18981-46: Գ. ՄազլոէմԾան, նաէր, 1979: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

38. Արծաթ, 2.86 գ, 22.9 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19032-26: Գ. Մազլամճան, նուէր, 1980: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

39. Արծաթ, 3.18 գ, 23.2 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19264-4: Հ. Յարաթիւննան, նուէր, 1983: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

40. Արծաթ, 2.96 գ, 23.4 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19863-1: Հ. ԴԾմիրճԾան, նուէր, 1996: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

41. Արծաթ, 2.48 գ, 22.6 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19863-3: Հ. ԴԵմիրճԵան, նուէր, 1996: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

42. Արծաթ, 2.30 գ, 22.3 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19863-6: Հ. ԴԵմիրճԾան, նուէր, 1996: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

43. Արծաթ, 2.96 գ, 23.4 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19863-7: ԴԵմիրճնան, նուէր, 1996: 

Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

44. Արծաթ, 2.28 գ, 23.3 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19863-8: Տ- Դնմիրճնան, նուէր, 1996: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

45. Արծաթ, 2.40 գ, 23.1 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19863-10: Դեմիրճյան, նուէր, 1996: 

Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

46. Արծաթ, 2.17 գ, 23.2 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19863-11: Հ. ԴԵմիրճնան, նաէր, 1996: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

47. Արծաթ, 2.40 գ, 23.0 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19863-12: Հ. ԴԵմիրճԵան, նուէր, 1996: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 
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33. AR;3.10g; 22.6 mm; 12 հ. 

Inv. 18602-19. H. Amatuni, gift, 1974. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

34. AR;3.04 g; 22.7 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 18602-22. H. Amatuni, gift, 1974. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

35. AR; 2.91 g; 22.8 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 18602-25. H. Amatuni, gift, 1974. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

36. AR; 2.90 g; 23.3 mm; 1 h. 

Inv. 18981-45. G. Mazlumyan, gift, 1979. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

37. AR;2.66 g; 23.4 mm; 1 h. 

Inv. 18981-46. G. Mazlumyan, gift, 1979. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

38. AR; 2.86 g; 22.9 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19032-26. G. Mazlumyan, gift, 1980. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

39. AR; 3.18 g; 23.2 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19264-4. H. Harutyunyan, gift, 1983. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

40. AR; 2.96 g; 23.4 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19863-1. H. Demirchyan, gift, 1996. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

41. AR; 2.48 g; 22.6 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19863-3. H. Demirchyan, gift, 1996. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

42. AR; 2.30 g; 22.3 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19863-6. H. Demirchyan, gift, 1996. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

43. AR; 2.96 g; 23.4 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19863-7. H. Demirchyan, gift, 1996. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

44. AR; 2.28 g; 23.3 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19863-8. H. Demirchyan, gift, 1996. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

45. AR; 2.40 g; 23.1 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19863-10. H. Demirchyan, gift, 1996. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

46. AR;2.17g; 23.2 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19863-11. H. Demirchyan, gift, 1996. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

47. AR; 2.40 g; 23.0 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19863-12. Demirchyan, gift, 1996. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 
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48. Արծաթ, 2.52 գ, 23. 1 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19863-14: ԴԵմիրճնան, նաէր, 1996: 

Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

49. Արծաթ, 2.53 գ, 23.8 մմ, 1 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19249-3: Գ. Մազլամեսէն, նուէր, 1982: 
նայն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

50. Արծաթ, 2.81 գ, 23.0 մմ, 12 Ժ: 

Գ.հ. 20151-3: Ս. ւսաչատրնան, նուէր, 2011: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

51. Գորշ մնտադ, 3.37 գ, 23.4 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18248-1: Պ. ՄարգարԵան, նաէր, 1970: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 


48. AR; 2.52 g; 23.1 mm; 12 հ. 

Inv. 19863-14. Demirchyan, gift, 1996. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

49. AR; 2.53 g; 23.8 mm; 1 h. 

Inv. 19249-3. G. Mazlumyan, gift, 1982. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

50. AR; 2.81 g; 23.0 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 20151-3. S. Khachatryan, gift, 2011. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

51. Grey metal; 3.37 g; 23.4 mm; 12 h. 
Inv. 18248-1. P. Margaryan, gift, 1970. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 


52. Գորշ մնտադ, 3.40 գ, 23.8 մմ, 12 ժ: 
Գ.հ. 18533-4: Հ. ԳԾմիրճԾան, նուէր, 1972: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 


52. Grey metal; 3.40 g; 23.8 mm; 12 հ. 
Inv. 18533-4. H. Demirchyan, gift, 1972. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 


53. Գորշ մնտաղ, 3.40 գ, 23.7 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18533-5: Հ. ԳԱմիրճԾան, նուէր, 1972: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

54. Գորշ մնտադ, 3.30 գ, 23.5 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19984-3: Լ. Մինասնան, նուէր, 2001: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

Տիպ 2 
Type 2 

55. Արծաթ, 2.31 գ, 22.8 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18389-218: Ա. Փոլադնան, նուէր, 1971: 
Գիմ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ '^ԱՅՈՑ 
Գարձ. +կԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԻԾՈՅ 


53. Grey metal; 3.40 g; 23.7 mm; 12 հ. 
Inv. 18533-5. H. Demirchyan, gift, 1972. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

54. Grey metal; 3.30 g; 23.5 mm; 12 h. 
Inv. 19984-3. L. Minasyan, gift, 2001. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 


55. AR; 2.31 g; 22.8 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 18389-218. A. Poladyan, gift, 1971. 
Obv. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
Rev. +կԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏՈԻԾՈՅ 


Y. Nercessian, Armenian Counterfeit Coin Detection, ANJ XVIII, 1992, p. 31, PI. II, 9. L. Saryan, Two Counterfeit 
Armenian Trams from eBay and Other Pitfalls of the Internet, ANJ 33, 2007, p. 63, Fig. 2. 


56. Արծաթ, 3.02 գ, 22.0 մմ, 1 1 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18798-8: Գ. Մազլումնան, նուէր, 1977: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

57. Արծաթ, 2.10 գ, 22.4 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 18981-134: Գ. Մազլումնան, նուէր, 1977: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

58. Արծաթ, 2.44 գ, 21.8 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 19334-1: Բ. Թութանջնան, նուէր, 1984: 
Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 

Յօրինաած տիպնրով արծաթէ «դանգ» 
Silver dangs with invented types 

59. Արծաթ, 8.20 գ, 26.0 մմ, 1 1 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 17976-63: Լ. Բուդումնան, գնում, 1966: 
Գիմ. +ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂԱՔՍ Ի ՍԻՍ 
Գարձ. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀՍՅԻՈՅ 

60. Արծաթ, 5.79 գ, 25.0 մմ, 12 ժ: 

Գ.հ. 15948: Ն. Սխիբնան, գնում, 1948: 

Նոյն դիմ. և դարձ., ինչպէս նախորդը: 


56. AR; 3.02 g; 22.0 mm; 1 1 հ. 

Inv. 18798-8. G. azlumyan, gift, 1977- 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

57. AR; 2.10 g; 22.4 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 18981-134. G. Mazlumyan, gift, 1979. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 

58. AR; 2.44 g; 21.8 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 19334-1. B. Tutunjyan, gift, 1984. 
Same obv. and rev. as preceding. 


59. AR; 8.20 g; 26.0 mm; 1 1 h. 

Inv. 17976-63. L. Budumyan, purchase, 1966. 
Obv. +ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂՍՔՍ Ի ՍԻՍ 
Rev. +ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀՍՅԻՈՅ 

60. AR; 5.79 g; 25.0 mm; 12 h. 

Inv. 15948. N. Silikyan, purchase, 1948. 

Same obv. And rev. as preceding 
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ՌՈՒՍԱՍՏԱՆԻ ՄԵԳԱՍ ՆՈՒԻՐՈՒԱԾ 
ՀԱՅԿԱԿԱՆ ՑԵԳԱՍՊԱՆՈՒԹԵԱՆ ՅԻԵԱՏԱԿԻՆ 


Հայերի զանգուածային ջարդի տարելիցը^ կազմ ակե րպուած 1915 թ- և նախապէս մ շակուած 
Օսմանեան ք^ուրրիա յի կաո.ավա րոսթեան ե րագրուԼ^ ամէն տարի նշւում է ոչ միայն Հայաս^ 
տանում, նաև արտասահմանեան շատ երկրներում։ (Լշխա րհում չտեսնուած ցեղասպանութեան 
գո րծադրութեան հետևանքով ո^չացոսել էր 1-5 մ ի էիւ^ն հայ, դատարկուել էին արևմտեան 
Հայաստանի հայաբնակ բազար ներն ու. ^ի C Այ՛ 

ԼԼռ.աջին զոհերը դարձան արևմտահայ մ տաւո րականութե ան ճանացուած ներկայացուցիչ- 
ները\ 1915—^5/ և յաջորդ տարիներին զոհուեցին հազարից աւելի դիտութեան և մշակոյթի 
ճանացուած գործիչները, չէ ի^ ի/նայում նոյնիսկ նրանց, ովբեր արժանիքներ ունէին կաո.ավա- 
րութեան դիմաց՝. 

Ողբերգական ի րադա րձութ իւննե ր ի ^^—րդ տա րե լի ց ի աո-ի թ ով ուզում եմ ծանօթացնել 
թե ր ցողն ե ր ին յիշարժան մեդալի հետ, ^ըը արտադրուել է քէուսաստանում 1915 թ՝ և 
նուիրուել հեղինակին 1965 թ- Տք^է-նուարին իր մոսկովեան ծանօթներից մէկի կողմից՝. 

ԼԼ- կորլմ* Ռուսական կայսրութեան պետական գերբի տակ կան դրութիւններ հայերէն և 

րւուսերէն լեզուներով: PYCCKIE ֊ APMJIHAME BE TOJl}im HCnBITAHm 1915. 
Թ. ք>ՅԿԴ ՌՈԻՍՔ Ա1Դ ՀԱՅՍ Ի ԺԱՄՈԻ ՓՈՐՁԱՆԱՑՍ: 

P* կողմ- ^ատկերուած է խաչքար, որի շուրջ բոլորակի կան դրութիւններ հայերէն և ռուսերէն 

լեզուներով: flA XPAHHTE րՕՇՈՕ^Լ APM^HE. ՏԷՐ ԿԵՑՈ ԶՀԱՅՍ: 

Տայտնի է նշուած շքամ եդա լի տեսակ- Աեղանի և կԸ^քի՝ ե^-Ր^Ք^էէ^ԱԱ 

արտադրուել է արծաթից և ոսկեջրուած բրոնզից: Սեղանի շքամ եդա լի տրամագիծը 32 մմ է, 
իոկ կրծքանշան ինը 23 մ մ: 

Շ քոյմ եդա լնե ր ը թողարկուել են ուուսաստանեան ընկերութեան դրամ ադիտութեան հաւա- 
քորդների խմբակի մ իջամ տութեամ բ Պետրոդրադի ^Ա՝ Ռոյկար'^ մասնագիտական չխկերու- 
թեան մօտ: կաղապարները պատրաստուած էին հաւանաբա ր քանդակագործ Մ •^լէչևփի կ ո ղմից, 
որը սովո րաբա ր Ա- Ռոյկարի պատուէրներն էր կատարում: 

Ռամ անակին շքամ եդա խերը կարող էին ձեռք բերել իւրա քանչիւր ցանկացող իսկ նրանց 
վաճառքից ստացած եկամուտը օգտադործւում էր բարեգործական նպատակների: 

Սձւցեալից եկած ա յս նիւթերը այսօր պահւում են թանգարաններում և մասնաւոր 
հաւաքածոնե րում , բայց, անշուշտ ներկայացնում են պատմական ու դրամագիտական արժէք: 
Առաջին հերթին սա իրական ապացոյց է ռուս ժողովրդի մ տահոգութեան, որը անտաբրեր չի 
մնացել հայ ժողովրդի ողչւե րդութեան ը: 

ԵՒԳԵՆԻ ՍՒՄՈՆԵԱՆ {Ռուսերէնից թարգմանեց Գայանէ հ-արայեան) 





Ռուբէն Վարդանեան -Ruben Vardanyan, Լեոն I -ի կեղծ դրամնԾբ -Counterfeit coins of Levon 1 
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Plate 1 




Ռուբէն Վարդանեան -Ruben Vardanyan, Լևոն 1-ի կԾհծ դրամներ -Counterfeit coins of Levon / 


Plate 2 
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Ռուբէ ն Վարդանեան Ruhen Vardanyan, Լևոն 1-ի կէպծ դրամներ -Counterfeit coins of Levon I 
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Plate 3 



DR. PAUL Z. BEDOUKIAN HONORED 
BY ARMENIAN COIN COLLECTORS IN 1974 


The “Armenian Coin Club” was founded on February 27, 1971 by Wartan Gewenian, 
George Marderosian, and Yeghia Nercessian, Later, the name of the Club was changed to the 
“Armenian Numismatic and Artifact Society,” and on December 7, 1974, it was finally 
changed to the “Armenian Numismatic Society.” 

At that time, our reference books for medieval Armenian coins were Classification of 
Roupenian Coins by Fr. Clement Sibilian and Coinage of Cilician Armenia by Dr. Paul Z. 
Bedoukian. The first book was in Armenian and the latter was long out of print. On August 
26, 1971, Mr. Y. T. Nercessian, club secretary, was asked by the membership to contact Dr. 
Bedoukian and find out if his book could be purchased from some bookstore unknown to us. 
Since his address was unavailable, a letter was mailed to him in care of the American 
Numismatic Society of New York, where Bedoukian had been a member for a few decades. 
Bedoukian replied by mail on September 6, 1971, congratulating the establishment of the 
Armenian Coin Club. He wrote us that the Armenian version of his book was available for 
purchase from the Mekhitarist Congregation in Vienna (Austria) and mailed us a copy of his 
book as a gift. On September 29, 1971, the Armenian Coin Club elected Paul Bedoukian as 
an honorary member. 

Since that date until his death, our corre- 
spondence with the late Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian 
has been voluminous. Unfortunately, accord- 
ing to the late Mrs. Victoria Bedoukian, Paul’s 
wife, most of the Bedoukian notes and files 
were destroyed when their basement was 
flooded in a storm. (Mrs. Bedoukian revealed 
this information on January 28, 2002, when 
she was contacted by telephone to request Dr. 
Bedoukian’s worksheets and photographs 
which could have been used when Selected 
Numismatic Studies II was being prepared for 
publication.) 

Bedoukian needed to travel to Los Angeles 
in connection with his perfumery business, 
and suggested a meeting. On May 27, 1974, he 
wrote, “Sept. 13-14 seems to be a good date for 
a get together. We will confirm it later...” On 
July 25 we replied to his letter and invited to 
stay at our home while he was in the Los 
Angeles area. 



Fig. 1. Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian and 
Mr. Yeghia Nercessian. 
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Y. T. Nercessian 


He preferred, however, to stay at a hotel in downtown Los Angeles. A couple of days prior 
to the meeting date, my wife and I drove to his hotel and met him personally for the first 
time. In the early afternoon of September 14, I picked him up from his hotel. On the way to 
our home he wanted to stop and visit the Armenian Martyrs Memorial Monument located in 
the city of Montebello. He was photographed at the monument and one of these pictures ap- 
pears in this writer’s article relating to the Monument (Fig. 2).^ 



Fig. 2. Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukiem below Armenian Martyrs Memorial Monument. 

When we arrived our home it was still early, and dinner would not be ready for a while. 
He learned that the Armenian Mesrobian School is located extremely close to our home and 
expressed a desire to tour the facility and visit the classes. (The Armenian school which he 
had attended in Bulgaria had the same name.) Of course, it was my pleasure to be his guide. 
This was the school where my children were attending, and it was also the location where 
our Club held its monthly meetings. Although no students were present (it was Saturday), 
we visited each classroom and toured the whole campus. At this time, while examining the 
school surroundings, I asked him a question: “Paul, you write an article in English. Why do 
you then write the same article in Armenian?” He turned around and replied, “If I don’t write 
in Armenian, there will be no Armenian numismatic literature and no Armenian numismat- 


Y. T. Nercessian, “Lapel Pins of Armenian Martyrs Memorial Monument in Montebello, California,” Armenian 
Numismatic Studies [I] (Los Angeles, 2000), pp. 601-612, see p. 609, Fig. 5; reprinted from Armenian Numismatic 
Journal, Ser. I, Vol. XXV (1999), No. 3, pp. 39-45, see p. 44, Fig. 5; also in A Short History of Armenian Martyrs 
Memorial Monument in Montebello, California (Montebello, 2007), 16 pp., see p. 9, Fig. 5. 
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Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian Honored by Armenian Coin Collectors 

After tasty lamb shish Kebab dinner with trimmings, it was nearly time for our meeting. 
All members residing in the Southern California and the rest of the world, as well as Mr. 
Osheen Keshishian, editor of The Armenian Observer (a weekly Armenian newspaper), were 
invited to this special meeting. 



Fig. 3. Members and guests at the September 14, 1974 gathering. 

Standing, left to right, Mrs. Mary Gewenian, Mr. Wartan 
Gewenian, Mr. George Marderosianf, Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukianf, 

Mr. George Sarkissiant, Mr. Yeghia Nercessian, Mrs. Carl 
Mahakian, Col. Carl Mahakian (USMC retired), Mr. Luther 
Eskijiant, Dr. Paul Carnigt, Mr. Hagop Muradliyan; seated, 
left to right, Mrs. Amahid Nercessian, unknown lady, Mrs. 

Hagop Muradliyan, Mrs. Ann Eskijian. Photo courtesy of The 
Armenian Observer. 

A brief ceremony was held during the meeting. We had received a letter from the late Dr. 
Khatchatour A. Mousheghian, numismatic curator of the State History Museum of Armenia 
in Yerevan, which was read by the secretary. In this letter (dated July 1, 1974) Mousheghian 
praised Dr. Bedoukian for internationalizing the study of Armenian numismatics. 
Bedoukian’s extensive researches and untiring studies introduced Armenian numismatics to 
Western scholars. By 1974, his numismatic publications numbered nearly eighty articles and 
books. Most of the articles appear in American Numismatic Society Museum Notes and many 
other prominent Western European and Armenian periodicals. 

In 1962, the American Numismatic Society published Bedoukian’s Coinage of Cilician 
Armenia, a monumental treatise which was the first scholarly work of its kind to make 
Armenian coinage accessible to non-Armenian collectors and scholars. Within a year it was 
translated into Armenian and published in 1963 by Mekhitarist Fathers in Vienna. It is very 
interesting that a chapter of this book, “Trade and Commerce of Cilician Armenia,” was 
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printed as an article in Armenian Review (1973), and its Armenian translation as a booklet 
(1973) by the Mekhitarist Fathers. 

To Bedoukian’s untiring pen we owe “Coinage of the Artaxiad Dynasty of Armenia,” a pi- 
oneering work, published in the Museum Notes in 1968. It was translated into Armenian and 
printed in Handes Amsorya in 1968 and 1969, and as book in 1969 by the Vienna 
Mekhitarists. 

Ancient gold, silver, and copper coins struck by the Romans carry historical references to 
Armenia. These small metallic monuments have intrigued and kept busy generations of 
Armenian scholars. Bedoukian catalogued and published them in Armenian under the title of 
“Roman Coins and Medallions Relating to Armenia,” in Handes Amsorya in 1969 through 
1971, and then as a book in 1971 by the Vienna Mekhitarist Fathers. 

Since Bedoukian’s book on Cilician Armenian coins was out of print, he conceived the 
idea of publishing a summarized handbook under the title of “Medieval Armenian Coins.” 
This was published as an article in Revue des Etudes Armeniennes and then immediately re- 
leased as a book in Paris (1971). The book was handy and inexpensive, and was an instant 
sellout. 

In 1972 Bedoukian published an Armenian article in Haigazian Armenological Review 
on an important hoard of 636 takvorins of Gosdantin III, Levon the Usurper, and Gosdantin 
rV of Cilician Armenia. He classified these debased silver coins based on the completeness of 
their Armeni an inscriptions. By comparing the coin dies and studying the specific gravity of 
coins from this hoard, Bedoukian demonstrated that Levon the Usurper had succeeded 
Gosdantin III. Additionally, he discovered that the specific gravity of the silver coins of 
Gosdantin III is higher than 9.50, whereas that of Gosdantin IV is lower than 9.30. Prior to 
this publication, it was extremely difficult to distinguish between the takvorins of kings 
Gosdantin III and Gosdantin IV. 

These works created interest in Armenian coins and brought Armeniam numismatics to 
a wide audience. He placed the classification of Armenian numismatics on a scientific basis 
and his articles shed new light on many aspects of Armenian history. For all these outstand- 
ing achievements. Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian was awarded the gold lapel pin of the Armenian 
Martyrs Memorial Monument of Montebello, California. 

During the meeting, several attendees enjoyed side conversation with Bedoukian. The 
program of the evening, however, was a question and answer session. He was asked why he 
used aluminum foil rubbing coin pictures for the plates of Coinage of Cilician Armenia. He 
described his experience in writing this book, stating that he did not know that the printed 
pictures in the plates would be like that, and the people at the American Numismatic Society 
did not say anything to him about the quality of the plates prepared from coin photographs of 
aluminum foil impressions. 

He also expressed his desire to prepare a study on the coinage of the Artaxiads of 
Armenia. Very patiently, he explained that many different types of coins were still missing to 
complete this series of numismatics of ancient Armenia. He pointed out that Artavasdes II, 
the son of Tigranes II the Great, ruled for twenty-two years after he inherited the throne 
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from his father. At that time Armenia was a wealthy kingdom. Yet we have only three types 
of coins from Artavasdes II, whereas from kings like Tigranes III or Tigranes IV who ruled 
for shorter periods, we have more than ten different varieties. Historic Armenian land is oc- 
cupied by the Turks, and remains uninhabited by her native Armenian children. No orga- 
nized excavation is taking place. Therefore, it is to be assumed that all or most of the coins 
still remain in the soil of historic Armenia and wait to be unearthed. We hope that this day 
will not be far away. 



Fig. 4. Club treasurer Mr. Wartan Gewenian, listening an explana- 
tion from Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian who has placed his newly re- 
ceived Armenian Martyrs Memorial Monument gold pin on 
his lapel. Photo courtesy of The Armenian Observer. 

An attractive tasty appetizer and dessert table was set by my wife for refreshments. Mr. 
Osheen Keshishian took some group pictures and very kindly published some of them in his 
newspaper along with our press release (Figs. 3 and 4).^ Unfortunately, at that time we 
could not publish it ourselves since the Armenian Numismatic Journal did not exist until 
1975. 

Upon the conclusion of the program, there was a long line of collectors eager to receive 
Bedoukian’s autograph on the books which he penned. In addition to Club members and the 
press, there were some friends who were eager to meet this world renowned Armenian nu- 
mismatist. It was a memorable evening for myself and my family. It was a special day in the 
history of Armenian coin collectors who met Bedoukian for the first time, and it will remain 
in their memory for many years to come. 

After returning to his home in Wilton, Bedoukian wrote (September 28): “Vacation is 
over, we have come home and back to the old grind. Many thanks for the reception accorded 
me and I need hardly tell you how much I enjoyed meeting not only our Club members but 
also your charming wife and family...” Y. T. Nercessian 


^ Y. T. Nercessian, “Dr. Paul Bedoukian Honored by ANAS in L. A.,” The Armenian Observer, Vol. IV (Oct. 9, 
1974), No. 43, p. 8, illus.; “Dr. Bedoukian, Numismatist, Honored by ANAS,” The Armenian Reporter, (Oct. 3, 1974), 
p. 9. 
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Fig. 5. Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian examining a book in Nercessian’s study room (July 1982). 



Fig. 6. Prof. Richard G. Hovannisian and Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian (UCLA, July 1982). 
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ARTAXIAS III AND A NUMISMATIC ENIGMA 


Frank L. Kovacs Plate 4 

In AD 1 8 Germanicus, on behalf of the emperor Tiberius, crowned Zeno as King 
Artaxias of Armenia (Tacitus Ann. 2. 56). Lucius Antonius “Zeno” was a son of Polemo 
I, king of Pontus (ca. 37-8 BC) and Queen Pythodoris, who succeeded her husband (ca. 8 
BC-AD 23/4) (Thonemann 2004, 146). An enthusiastic Armenophile with natural appeal 
to the Armenian people, Zeno- Artaxias enjoyed an apparently unchallenged reign until 
his death in AD 35. 

The only numismatic evidence to this point for Artaxias ’s reign has been a pair of 
silver coins from Caesarea in Cappadocia bearing the portrait of Germanicus on the 
obverse, and on the reverse Germanicus crowning Artaxias (didrachm, RPC 1, 3629, and 
drachm, 3630). These coins may have been either issued contemporaneously or as later 
commemoratives during the reign of Claudius (AD 41-54) {RPC 1, p. 554). In any case, 
they are not considered issues of the Kingdom of Armenia, leaving numismatists to 
speculate that Artaxias issued no coins of his own {RPC 1, 571; Nercessian 1995, 88). 

The following new coins correct the numismatic record. 

Coins of Artaxias III 

1. AE tetrachalkon. Average wt. (1 ex.) 10.74 g; die axis 10:00.’ 

Obv.: Armenian tiara with five peaks 1., star on r., Ճ below on 1. (legend from 
1 1:00 ^) ©eOlCCGBACTOIC KAICAPI KAI lOYAIA. [beaded] border. 

Rev.: Horse prancing r. (legend from 12:00^) [BACJAPTAZIOY TOY6KBnOA6- 
KAI riY0[OA(jOPl]. beaded border. 

KV coll. (pi. 4,1). 

2. AE tetrachalkon. Average wt. (3 ex.) 9.63 g; die axis: 7:30. 

Obv.: Armenian tiara with five peaks 1., star on r., A below, (legend from 1 1 :00 
^): ©60ICC6BACT0IC KAICAPI KAI lOYA.A. [beaded] border. 

Rev.: Horse prancing 1. (legend from 1 1 :00 ^) B[AC APTAEIOY] T0Y€B*B 
nOAC KAinV©OA(JL)PI. beaded border. 

*B an engraving error for K, an anticipatory dittography. 

a) KV coll, (ex Gomy 212, 5 Mar 2013, lot 2264): 12.97 g (pi. 4,2a); b) FK coll.: 

7.20 g, 7:30 (pi. 4,2b) c) FK coll.: 8.73 g, 7:30. 

The reverse legend B[Ai:](tX£cog) APTAHIOY TOY EK B(aai\ecoQ HOAE(pconoa) 
KAI nY©OAQ)PI(8oQ, “Of King Artaxias son of ^ King Polemo and Pythodoris,” clearly 
identifies the issuing authority as Artaxias III.^ 


Note: Partially preserved Greek letters are underlined. 

The die axis given is for the horse shovra prancing. If the horse was intended to be rearing the die axes for 
nos. 1 and 2 could be 12:00 and 6:00 respectively. This die alignment seems more logical in the context of 
Roman provincial coins. 

^ According to Peter Thonemann (personal communication): “The use of o ek/i) gk in the sense of 
uldg/SuyaTrip is widely paralleled in the official titulature of Near Eastern monarchs around the turn of 
the era” citing Queen Dynamis of the Bosporan kingdom (CIRB 3 1 ; cf CIRB 979), her son Aspourgos 
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The obverse inscription “To the Divine Augusti Caesar and Julia” pays homage to 
the divine Tiberius and Livia."^ The type, an Armenian tiara, symbolizes kingship as 
bestowed by the authority of Rome. The star, normally in the center panel of the 
Armenian tiara, is placed behind it as a separate symbol, perhaps to emphasize kingship 
and country as distinct concepts. The A in the field most likely represents the 
denomination “four” (chalkoi). The designs warrant a few comments. The Armenian tiara 
as a main type is unusual, but has precedent on a tetrachalkon of Erato’s sole reign (ca. 
AD 13-15) where the tiara is superimposed over a crossed bow and arrow.^ (pi. 4, A) 
Earlier variations of this type are found on the coins of Roman conquerors, such as Mark 
Antony in 36 BC (Crawford 539/1), or on the 20 BC issue of Augustus, celebrating 
Tiberius’s victory (RIC 1 ,5 1 5-517). As a reverse type the Armenian tiara appears on an 
unidentified Julio-Claudian bronze of probable Armenian origin.^ (pi. 4,B)- 

The horse, a normal and expected type, is a reference to the country’s most important 
industry as well as to its mounted military. 

The two newly identified coins of Artaxias now allow us to understand a number of 

n 

hitherto unidentifiable coins with enigmatic legends which are degenerated imitations of 
no. 1. 

Imitations of Artaxias III 
Early Imitation 

3. AE tetrachalkon. Imitation of no. 1 above. Average wt. (1 ex) 8.43 g. 

01 . Obv.: Armenian tiara with five peaks 1., star on r., large A below on 1. (legend 
^ 12:00); AVOIIA>IHADIA1>IO[T]DA^30iODO [beaded] border. 

Rl. Rev.: Horse prancing r. (legend from 12:00 ^): 
BAJVOOACKOnAOKAinVOOAVIPI. beaded border, 
a) FK (pi. 4, 3a); 12:00. b) private coll. (pi. 4,3b). 

The early imitation is close artistically to nos. 1 and 2: the tiara retains the five short 
peaks of the original and the star retains the size and eight rays; the horse has a relatively 


(CIRB 40), the Cappadocian king Ariobarzanes II (OGIS 354-5, with Michels 2009, 141-3), and Antiochos 
I of Commagene (IGLS I 1, with Facella 2005). Thonemann notes fiirther; “The coinages of Kamnaskires 
IV and V of Elymais carry (with variants) the title ^aaiXecog KapvaoKtpou tou Ef PaaiX-COog 
Kapvaaxtpou (AEam 1986: nos. 458-66); the letters Ef are usually understood as representing the 
Greek word GY(y6vou) (thus e.g. Callatay and Lorber 201 1), but this abbreviation would be completely 
unparalleled, and it is surely preferable to understand this simply as tou ey PaaiXecog KapvaCTKipou, 
‘son of King Kamnaskires’, with the kappa nasilised to gamma before the beta of ^aaiXecog (extremely 
common in inscriptions of this period).” 

^ Tacitus Ann. 2.56 points out that the throne name was based on Artaxata as the city of coronation. 

For the cult of Tiberius and Livia in the east see Bemett 2007, 211. 

^ Unpublished tetrachalkon of year 3. Bust of Erato r., BA - EP / tiara over crossed bow and arrow, E — 
r. 19.5 mm; 7.68g; 6:00. FK coll. 

^ RFC S2-1-5488.1 (ex Rjghetti, now in FK coll., since conserved). Jugate busts r., no legend apparent / 
tiara r., KAI TIBEPIOE K.[. . .].; RPC 1,3860 and 3862. Two specimens in private collections were 
reportedly found in Armenia. 

՜’ The first example known was acquired in 1984, followed in 1988 by GHirsch 163, lot 509 (not Munzen 
und Medaillen). See Saryan 1991, 112. 
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naturalistic appearance. The obverse legend is little changed from the original, apart from 
being written retrograde, CEB is now CIB, the K of KAICAPI has become E, and the last 
two letters of lOYAIA are dropped. The following table shows the complete thirty letter 
legend of the Artaxias issues no. 1 compared to the twenty-eight letter legend of the 
earliest imitation no. 3. 


Table 1. Obverse legends of no. 1 and earliest imitation no. 3, retrograde sequence 
reversed for comparison. 


no. 1 

0 

e 

o 

c 

c 

e B 

A 

c 

T O 1 

C 

K 

A 

C 

A 

P 

K 

A 1 

1 O Y 

A 1 A 

no. 3 

O 

3 

o 

D 

3 

1 a 

A 

3 

. O 1 

> 

1 

A 

3 

A 

<1 

>1 

A 1 

1 O V 

A - - 


The reverse legend is considerably different, with “Artaxias” replaced by VOOA, 
though the names of his father and mother remain, perhaps no longer recognized for what 
they were. See below for further discussion. 

Later Imitations 

4. AE tetrachalkon; later imitations derived from no. 3. Average wt. (32 ex.) 10.97g; 
die axis varies. 

Obv.: Armenian tiara with four peaks 1., star on r., large A below on 1. Legends 
below. 

Rev.: Horse prancing r. beaded border. Legends below, from about 1 :00. 

The legends of no. 4, 02^ and R2-6, are presented in tables. A - indicates no letter; a 
dot(.) indicates a missing or uncertain letter. 


Table 2. No. 4 obverse legends. 


>1 O V 

A O V 

\A* 

W 

>1 1 

A ) 
A ) 

1 V 
1 V 


A 

A 

T 1 
T 1 

O 

O 

T A 
T A 

1 51 ) 

1 51 ) 

1 O 

1 o 

T 12:00 ^ 02 
T 12:00^03 

*the A tilts into the \ (diagonal l) resulting 
/ 

in a 

combined letter, further obscured by a die break. 


04 11:00^ 

T 

O 1 

C R 1 

A 

T 

O 

1 T 

A 

C V 1 

C A 1 

V 

l< V O K 


05 11:30 ^ 

T 

O 1 

C R 1 

A 

T 

O 

1 T 

A 

• • • 

. A 1 

- 

֊ V O 


06 2:00 ^ 

T 

O 1 

C R 1 

A 

T 

O 

1 T 

A 

C V 1 

C A 1 

- 

- V O K 



> 


Table 3. No. 4 reverse legends. 


-R2 

B 

A 


V 

o 

o 

A 

C 

K - 

O 

n 

A 

o 

K 

A 1 

n 

V 

o 

0 
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VI 

P 1 

R3 

B 

A 

: 

V 

o 

o 

A 

C 

K - 

O 

n 

A 

o 

K 

1 V 

n 

V 

o 
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VI 

P 1 

R4 
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A 


V 

o 
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A 

C 

K ֊ 

O 

n 

A 

o 

K 

- V 

n 

V 

o 

0 

A 

VI 

P 1 


No. 4 Exemplars 
02 R2 13.52 
12.66 
12.43 
12.33 
12.21 
11.73 
11.69 
11.67 


CNG e-sale 92, lot 39. 

F&S MBS 8, lot 259. 

GHirsch 159, lot 453. 

YTN coll., Nercessian 2008, 319. 
CNG e-sale 294, lot 205. 

CNG Ebay 1 Jan 2001. 

Gomy 134, lot 1572. 
private coll, (pi, 4,4a) 
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03 

R3 

11.85 

Gomy 118, lot 1525. 



11.24 

FLK coll. 



10.22 

CNG e-sale 217, lot 148. (pi. 4,4b) 

04 

R4 

12.04 

FLK coll. (pi. 4,4c) 



11.44 

FLK coll. 



9.98 

CNG 85, lot 61. 



9.59 

M&M DE 19, lot 336. 



9.22 

Gomy 186, lot 1477. 



9.31 

L. Saryan coll. (Saryan 1991, 112) 

05 

R5 

8.64 

CNG e-sale 220, lot 176. late die state. 



8.21 

F&S MBS 8, lot 260. early die state. 

06 

R4 

13.24 

CNG 82, lot 699. 



12.48 

M&M DE 19, lot 335 (ex. Righetti coll.) 



11.33 

Gomy 160, lot 1655. 



11.29 

CNG 63, lot 602. 



11.29 

CNG e-sale 115, lot 131. 



11.15 

FLK coll. (pi. ,4d) 



10.33 

VB coll. 1. 



10.29 

FLK coll. 



9.84 

YTN coll., Nercessian 2008, 320. 



9.76 

CNG 85, lot 60 (= CNG 27, 29 Sepl993, lot 35) 



9.75 

FLK coll. 



9.43 

VB coll. 2. 



8.39 

Lanz 151, lot 524. 



- 

GHirsch 163, lot 509. 


The later imitations are almost cartoon-like: the horse is stiff, the tiara has four long 
peaks, the star is nearly as large as the tiara, and has only six rays. 


The Obverse Legends 

Table 4. Earliest imitation no. 3 (01) compared to later imitations no. 4 (02-6) 


Ol* 

O 

3 O 

1 

3 3 

1 

a 

A 

3 . 

O 

> 1 
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- 

- 1 

3 

A 

1 

>1 

A 1 

1 o 

V 

A 

02 * 

T 

- O 

1 

- ) 

a 

1 

A 

- T 

O 

- T 

A 

) 

V 1 

) 

A - 

1 

4 

\A 

- V 

o 

4 

03 * 

T 

- O 

1 

- ) 

9\ 

1 

A 

- T 

O 

- T 

A 

) 

V 1 

3 

A - 

1 

4 

lA 

- V 

o 

A 

04 

T 

- O 

1 

- C 

R 
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A 

- T 

O 

- T 

A 

C 

V 1 

C 

A - 

1 

V 

1< 

֊ V 

o 

Ւ: 

05 

T 

- O 

1 

- C 

R 

1 

A 

- T 

O 

- T 

A 




A - 
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- 

- 

- V 

o 

b 

06 
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1 

- C 

R 

1 

A 

- T 

O 

- T 

A 

C 

V 1 

C 

A - 

1 

- 

- 

- V 

o 

K 


*Retrograde letter sequence has been reversed for purposes of comparison. 


The later imitations 02-06 are on the surface gibberish but, in fact, retain enough of 
the sequence of 01 to show that they are derived from it, though abbreviated and with 
transposed letters. 02 and 03 have twenty-four letters, counting the blended \A as two. 
04 has twenty-three; 05 is incompletely preserved and has a die break at 3:00. The most 
abbreviated legend is 06, which has only twenty-one of the twenty-eight letters of the 
earliest imitation 01. Note that on the earliest imitation 01 the legend is written 
retrograde from 12:00, as are 02, 03; 04 and 05 read clockwise, beginning at 1 1 :00- 
1 1 :30; 06 also reads clockwise, but begins TOI at 2:30, at the position the second TOI 
appears on 04. 
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Who Struck the Imitations? 

Regarding who eaused these imitations to be struck, one should consider that they 
were based on designs still in circulation, but employed substantially altered legends 
which no longer conveyed the original message. The possibilities seem to be that they are 
either 1) an official but degraded continuation of Artaxias’s own coinage; 2) struck by 
Armenian officials after Artaxias’s reign; or 3) struck by one of Artaxias’s successors in 
the chaotic period from AD 35 to 53. 

The first proposition seems most unlikely, given the debased legends and the 
apparently intentional removal of Artaxias’s name. Therefore, the likely milieu for this 
imitative coinage is the chaotic seven year period immediately following the death of 
Artaxias in AD 35. During this period of Parthian civil war and Roman incursion no 
fewer than five foreign kings wore the crown of Armenia. Candidates of Rome and 
Parthia came and went in alternating attempts to control this strategically important 
territory. 

The first such, Arsakes, son of the Parthian king Artabanus II (ca. AD 10-38), was 
placed on the toone immediately in AD 35, but assassinated shortly after by supporters 
of the Iberian Mithradates, with the backing of the emperor Tiberius. In AD 36 Artabanus 
responded by installing his second son, Orodes, as king of Armenia. Mithradates the 
Iberian displaced Orodes in short order, and held the tԽone until AD 38. At this point 
Mithradates was replaced by the Parthian satrap Demonax, who held Armenia until AD 
42, at which time another Mithradates, perhaps the son of Mithradates the Iberian, 
replaced him. (Dio 58.26.1^). The imitative coins with their garbled legends seem 
particularly suited to this period of political turmoil. Certainly day-to-day commerce 
continued, and required coins for orderly transactions. If these were these municipal 
coins, were their legends purposely blundered to avoid offending whichever king was 
temporarily in power? Or were they the product of a foreign authority whose grasp of 
Greek was inadequate? In support of the latter suggestion one needs only to consider the 
Parthian silver drachms of Artabanus II (Sell. 63.6ff ) and the other kings of this period, 
Vardanes I (Sell. 64.3 Iff) and Gotarzes II (Sell. 65.33ff), to appreciate how degraded the 
Greek legends, even on official Parthian coinage, had become. 

Comparison of the original reverse legend (nos. 1 and 2) with the earliest imitative 
coin, no. 3, suggests that it may have been in the time of Vologases I that the imitations 
were produced. 


Reverse Legends 


no. 1-2 

B 

• 

• 

APTAZlOY 

TOY 

e 

K* 

B 

n 

o 

A 

e 

K 

A 

1 

n 

Y 

© 

o 

A 

CO 

p 

1 

no. 3 

B 

A 

3 

V 

O 

O 

A 

c 

K 

- 

0 

n 

A 

o 

K 

A 

1 

n 

V 

o 

o 

A 

VI 

p 

1 


*no. 2: B 


There are thirty-two letters in the original legend; the imitation R1 reduces it to 
twenty-four, omitting the king’s name “Artaxias” and TOY replacing it with “VOOA”, 
and omits the B(asileos) before the name Polemo (transposed letters OflAO). Several 
letters are simplified (© and 6 are rendered 0)but the correspondence with the original is 
clear. BAH VOOA is - in this context - a plausible writing (with transposed letters) of 
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“King Volo(gases)” who was king of Parthia from AD 51-78. This would suggest the 
imitations may have begun in AD 51 and continued into the reign of Vologases’s brother, 
Tiridates, whose first reign in Armenia lasted from 52/3 to 60. However, at some point 
Tiridates issued his own coins with intelligible Greek legends (Kovacs 2005/6, 106, no. 

1). For the next two dozen years (52/3-ca. 75) — including the brief interruption of the 
Roman-backed Tigranes VI (60-62) — the monetary status quo is maintained. Thus, the 
introduction of coinage at some undetermined point in Tiridates’ s first reign may provide 
a terminus for the imitative coinage. It is additionally possible that the imitative 
tiara/horse coins were revived during the interregnum of 63-66. After his “official” 
coronation by Nero in Rome, Tiridates returned to govern Armenia bringing with him his 
own Roman-made coins dated to his “official” year 1 (Kovacs 2005/6, 106, no. 2 with 
corrections 2007, 195). 

The two examples of the early imitation no. 3 are said to have been found in Armenia 
Major, so perhaps they were struck at the mint of Artaxata. The later imitations no. 4 are 
stylistically different enough from the earliest imitations to suggest a different mint; find 
spots have been reported from Sophene, near Tigranokerta.^ 

It is clear from both the number of dies, and the surviving examples, that the output 
of the imitative coinage was substantial. This suggests a longer period of issue than the 
original coins of Artaxias, or perhaps a period of increased demand for “small change.” 
Further, the comparative tables above make it clear that the legends of the imitations, 
originally thought to be randomly degraded are, in fact, remarkably consistent from die to 
die and reflect the control of some central authority. 

Conclusions 

The discovery of the tiara/horse coins of Artaxias III has filled a substantial gap in 
the Armenian numismatic series, and has provided the prototype for the enigmatic 
tiara/horse imitations. The latter may now be placed in their proper historical context, the 
chaotic period following the reign of Artaxias III. While it is tempting to regard these 
imitations as the earliest Arsacid coins of Armenia, questions of their exact authorship 
remain. 
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1 ASBAREZ. Kedronakan dramatunS vets* nor hushadramner t'ogharkats e [The Central Bank 
of Armenia Has Issued Six New Commemorative Coins] ֊ Կեդրոնական դրամատունը վեց 
նոր հուշադրամներ թողարկա ծ է. Asbarez, Vol. 104 (Wednesday, 25 January 2012), No. 
14,133, p. 4, illus. In Armenian. 

The Central Bank of the Republic of Armenia has released the following commemorative coins: 300th birth- 
day anniversay of Sayat-Nova (gold, author Tigran Chobanian), 20th anniversay of the liberation of Shushi 
(gold, author Harutyun Samvelian), 20th anniversay of the formation of the Armenian Army (gold and sil- 
ver, author Harutyun Samvelian), 125th birthday anniversary of Hovsep* Orbeli (silver, author Vardan 
Vardanian), 500th anniversary of the printing of Armenian book (silver, author Vardan Vardanian). YTN 

Հայաստանի Հանրապետութեան կեդրոնական 'Դրամատունը թողարկաե է հետևեալ յուշադրամ- 
ները — Աայաթ-Նովայի եննդեան ՅՕՕամեակ (ոսկի, հեղինակ Տիգրան Չոբանեան'), Հ^ուշիի ազատա- 
գրման ԴՕամեակ (ոսկի, հեղինակ Յարութիւն Աամուէլեան), Հայոց բանակի կազմաւորման ՂԳամեակ 
(ոսկի և աբծայմ, հեղինակ Տոյրութիւն Սամուէլեա ն), 3 ովսէփ Օբբելիի ծննդեան ն2ւՆամեակ (աբծայՅ՝, 
հեղինակ վարդան Վաբդանեան), Հայ գիբ^ի տպագբութեան ՇՕՕամեակ (արծաթ, հեղինակ Վարգան 
Վարդանեան): ԵԹՆ 


2 TAMEANKO, Marvin. Complex Heritage of the Herodian Kings of Armenia, by Marvin 
Tameanko. The Shekel, Vol. XLVI (July-August 2013), No. IV (250), pp. 26-34, illus. 

Based on historical events, the Jewish and Armenian peoples seem to have much in common: Both Jews and 
Armenians lost their countries in the first century B.C. In exile, both created worldwide diaspora commu- 
nities. The two nations retained the desire to return to their homelands. Both of them established commu- 
nal, religious and political organizations that labored for centuries to attain their goal. Both the Jews and 
Armenians suffered systematic deportations and genocidal extermination during the 20th century. An his- 
torical background of Armenia is given and some of the major events are elaborated, such as the landing of 
Noah’s ark on Mt. Ararat and conversion of Armenia to Christianity. Tigranes II is mentioned, how he fought 
against the state of Judaea and deported 10,000 Jews to Armenia to populate his new cities. The Romans 
defeated Tigranes II and made Armenia a dependency of Rome, which later appointed Armenian kings as 
their vassals. In order to reward Roman-appointed client monarchs of Judaea for their faithful service, 
Augustus appointed Tigranes V, a grandson of King Herod, as king of Armenia, replacing murdered Artavas- 
des IV (4-6 B.C.). Additionally, Aristobulus, a great grandson of Herod III, with the assistance of the Roman 
army, ruled over Armenia Minor. Illustrations accompanying the article include images of Armenian coins. 


Հիմնուած պատմական դէպբերու վրայ, հրեայ և հայ ժողովուրդները, ըստ երևոյթի, ունեցած են 
նոյնանման անցեալ մը։ Հրեաներն ու հայերը կորսնցուցին իրենց հայբենիըը առաջին դարան-. 

Տարագրութեան մէջ, երկունքն ալ ստեղծեցին աշխարհատարած գաղութներ-. Երկու ազգերն ալ 
կենգանի պահեցին հայրենիք վերագարձի փափաքը-. Երկուքն ալ հիմնեցին համայնքային կրօնական 
և քաղաքական կազմակերպոլթիւններ, որոնք զարերով աշխատեցան իրենց նպատակին հասնելու 
համար-. Երկուքն ալ, հայերն ու հրեաները, 20բգ գարու ընթացքին տառապեցան ծրագրուած տարա- 
գրոլթենէ և ցեղասպանութենէ-. Տրուած է պատմական ուրուագիծ մր Հայաստանի համար, և որոշ 
գլխաւոր պատմական գէպքեր շեշտուած են, ինշպէս \յոյի տապանին իջնելը Արարատ լերան 
և Հայաստանի քրիստոնէացումր-. Յիշուած է Տիգրտն fi., ինշպէս իր պատերազմիլր Աուգայ երկրին 
գէմ, 10,000 հրեայ տարագրելը Հայաստան, որ բնակեցնէ իր նորակառոյց քաղաքներուն մէջ. 
Հռոմէացիներր պարտութեան մատնեցին Տիգրան p -ր և Հայաստանը վերածեցին հռոմէական 
հպատակութեան. ալելի ուշ նշանակեցին հայ թագաւորներ իբրև իրենց հլու-հպատակ իշխողներ-. 
Օգոստոս' պարգևելոլ համար Յուգայի հլու-հպատակ թագաւորներր իրենց հալատարմոլթեան 
համար, նշանակեցին Տիգրան Ե-ր, Հերովգէս թագաւորի թոռը, իբրև Հայաստանի թագաւոր, որը 
փոխարինեց սպաննուած Արտաւագգ Դ֊ ին ( 4-6 Ն-^-)- Ինշպէս նաև, Արիստոպուլուս Հերովգէս Գ֊ 
ի ծոռը, հռոմէական բանակի օգնութեամբ թագաւորեց Փոքր Հայքի վրայ-. Յօգուածին ընկերակցած 
են հայկական գրամներու պատկերներրւ ԵԹ*Ն 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

In this issue of ANJ, “Complex Heritage of the Herodian Kings of Armenia,” the coins of 
Tigranes fV (8-5 B.C.) (ACV 171 and ACV 162) are assigned to Tigranes V (A.D. 6) and 
Tigranes VI (A.D. 60-62). Obviously, we have a great respect to Mr. Tameanko; however, we do 
not agree with these attributions. We have a small paragraph on this subject, see ANJ, Vol. 6 
(36), (2010), p. 61, footnote No. 2. YTN 

NUMISMATIC LITERATURE REACHED ARMENIA 

Ձեր ոպարկած ծանրոցը 1Դ1 201 3-ի 1 5 օրինակ և մեկ աոանձին պրակ, ստացանք: 
Շնորհակալություն: Ռուբեն յարրլանյան 

TELEPHONE CALLS, LETTERS AND E=MAILS TO THE EDITOR 

Would you clarify for me the copyright status of articles in the Armenian Numismatic Jour- 
nall I do not remember signing a written transfer of copyright agreement to the Armenian Nu- 
mismatic Journal, and do not see a notice of copyright (©) in it. 

Assuming you have no objection, I intend to post on the Internet a copy of my article on Ar- 
taxias III after it is published in January 2014. It would appear on the academic web site 
www.academia.edu where scholars in many fields post their current and past articles (in PDF 
format) so that other researchers can have easier access to them. Many numismatic scholars 
check this site, and it would be beneficial to the Armenian Numismatic Journal to have this addi- 
tional visibility. I will also upload some articles from the Armenian Numismatic Journal. 

Frank Kovacs 

Recently, on a numismatic journey, I visited the old Commagene-region and was happy to 
study the Commagenean coins in the Museum of Adiyaman (ca. 130 ex.). Rudy Dillen 

... Asa new collector, I also like to ask you and your readers for recommendation on 
kings/dynasties/eras that are good starting points for a collection. Peter Hajinian 

Editor’s response: 

Orontid dynasty (ca. 260-70 B.C.), Arsames II (ca. 230 B.C.), copper coins 
Artaxiad dynasty (189 B.C. -A.D. 34), Tigranes II (95-56 B.C.), silver and copper coins 
Roupenian dynasty (1080-1375), Levon I (1 198-1219), silver trams and copper tanks, and 
Hetoum I (1226-1270), Hetoum-Zabel silver trams and copper tanks and kardezzes 
Republic of Armenia and surrounding years (1918-1929), bank notes of Armenia 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Soci- 
ety, an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, 
Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, USA (webpage: www.ArmNumSoc.ora/ : e-mail: ArmNumSoc- 
@aol.com). Associate Editors, W. Gewenian and T. Nercessian, Corresponding Editors, L. A. 
Saryan. Non-member subscriptions $70/80 per year. ISSN 0884-0180— LCCN 85-649443 
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Letters 


In October, my numismatic display "A Medieval Armenian Coin Hoard" won the Del 
Bertschy 2013 Best-in-Show award at the Milwaukee Numismatic Society's coin show. The prize 
was a gold coin. I was also honored with a medal recognizing my service as the Society president 
from 2010 to 2012 

A few days later, I was returning home from a visit to my mother in California when I found 
myself in the wrong place at exactly the wrong moment in time. A shooter armed with a high- 
powered rifle entered terminal 3 at Los Angeles International Airport just as I was going through 
the X-ray machine at security. Only through the grace of God was I able to emerge unscathed, 
and I am eternally grateful to the Almighty for sparing me at that crucial moment. 

Levon Saryan 

Comments on LAX Shooting and L. A. Saryan ordeal 

Give thanks to God that nothing bad happened to you. Y. T. Nercessian 

We were sorry to hear of Levon Saryan’s ordeal in L. A., but were also glad he was not in- 
jured. Thank God. Stephen Dulgarian 

Thank you for the reminder. Please be advised that I do not plan to renew my subscription 
[membership] for 2014. John Jencek 

I mailed the check as soon as I got your e-mail. I'm sorry I didn't get to it sooner. Wishing 
you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy 2014. Hrayr Aris 

I found a list of books for sale on your website and was wondering if it is current, or perhaps 
something from a while ago? The URL is http://www.armnumsoc.org/list.htm . If it is still cur- 
rent, there are several references I would love to get. In particular, the catalogs by Bedoukian and 
Nercessian. Could you be so kind as to let me know if this list is still valid? Alexander Akin 

ARTICLES SCHEDULED IN COMING 
ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL ISSUES 

Armenian Coins Excavated at Kinet, Part II, by Y. T. Nercessian 

Articles on Gosdantin I double trams and ..., by Fr. C. Sibilian, P. Z. Bedoukian, L. A. Saryan, 
and I. Targac 

Pre-Coronation Trams of Levon II, by Y. T. Nercessian 
A Recent Bronze Coin Forgery of Tigranes II of Armenia, by L. A. Saryan 
The Armenian Coin Auctions of 2013 and 2014, by Y. T. Nercessian 

Metrology of Copper Coinage of the Artaxiad Dynasty of Armenia, Tigranes IV and Erato (2 
B.C.-A.D. 1), Tigranes V with Erato and Tigranes V with Augustus (A.D. 6) 

Selected Armenian Numismatic Bibliography of Ancient and Medieval Periods, 2001-2010, 
by Y. T. Nercessian 

A New Reading of the Legends on and Attribution of Coins of Baron Gosdantin I of Amienian 
Cilicia, by A. Tangamyan 

Պերճ Մ. Կարապետեանի դրամագիտական եւ հնագիտական ժողովածուն, Վերակազմող' 
Շղիա Ներսէսեան 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

A reconstruction of Ex-Berj M. Garabedian numismatic and antiquity collection is planned. It 
would be very much appreciated if the Armenian Numismatic Journal readers with unpublished 
information on this collection could inform us. YTN 
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HORSE’S HEAD DESIGN ON COINS OF SOPHENE 


Y. T. NERCESSIAN (Plate 5) 

During the last few years two coins attributed to Sophene surfaced which are engraved 
with a horse’s head. One of these coins was published by Frank Kovacs.^ Recently, the second 
coin appeared in the coin market, purchased by the author, which displays a horses head. 
Prior to these two coins, Ernest Babelon, in 1890, published a coin with horse’s head, 
attributed to Abdissares.^ 

Horses have been a part of the culture of ancient Armenia for many reasons. The horse- 
breeding industry was extremely important in Armenia. ® Horses were used extensively in 
Armenian rural economy and for transportation. Obviously, for the mountainous terrain of 
Armenia horses were a necessity to form the cavalry of Armenian military. Also, horses were 
utilized to pull military transportation vehicles. 

The horseman in Armenia was called ayrudzi (= այրուձի). In 331 B.C., Armenia was 
semi-independent but part of the Persian Empire. The Armenian King Orontes joined the 
Persian army with 40,000 foot soldiers and 7,000 ayrudzis in the battle of Arbela. In this war 
Alexander the Great was victorious over the Persian kin g Darius.^ 

Antiochus TV Epiphanes granted peace to Xerxes on condition that he pay the tribute 
owed to him by his father. King Arsames. The payment is said to have consisted of 300 
talents, 1000 horses, and 1000 mules with their harnesses.® 

According to Strabo, the Armenians provided 20,000 colts annually to the Persian king.® 
Later, the historians mention that during the reign of King Tiridates III (287-330 A.D.), the 
Armenian king’s cavalry included more than 70,000 ayrudzis, and the princes of various 
districts {nakharar as they were called at that time) had more than 84,000.'^ 

The excavations of Karmir Blur,® an ancient Urartian site in Armenia, lasted from 1939 
to 1970.® These excavations revealed that during the first millennium B.C., the people of the 
Armenian plateau used domesticated horses very extensively. Some of the unearthed bronze 
artifacts are embossed and chased with the images of a horseman and a war chariot pulled 
by two horses revealing very pertinent information about their way of life and how these 


^ Frank L. Kovacs, “Sophene: New Coins and Comments,” Ar/ne/iian Numismatic Journal, Ser. II, Vol 6 (36) 
(2010), pp. 97-98, pi. 5, see No. 1. 

^Ernest Babelon, Les Rois de Syrie, d’Armenie et de Commagme (Paris, Bibliothfeque Nationale, 1890), pp 211- 
212, No. 5, pi. XXIX. 

® History of the Armenian People (Erevan, 1971), Vol. I, 370 (in Armenian). Soviet Armenian Encyclopedia 
(Erevan, 1980), Vol. 6, p. 702 (in Armenian). 

^ H. A. Manandian, A Critical Survey of the History of the Armenian People (Erevan, 1944), Vol. I, p. 91 (in 
Armenian).; Also in Collected Works (Erevan, 1977), Vol. I. p. 95 (in Armenian). Soviet Armenian Encyclopedia 
(Erevan, 1974), Vol. 1, p. 354-356 (in Armenian). 

® Paul Z. Bedoukian [CSC], “Coinage of the Armenian Kingdoms of Sophene and Commagene,” in Selected 
Numismatic Studies II, pp. 39-69, pis. 1-2, especially p. 44; reprinted from Coinage of the Armenian Kingdoms of 
Sophene and Commagene (Los Angeles, 1985), 37 pp., 2 pis., the English section is reprinted from the American 
Numismatic Society, Museum Notes, Vol. 28 (New York, 1983), pp. 71-88, pis. 11-12. 

^Soviet Armenian Encyclopedia (Erevan, 1977), Vol. 3, p. 126 (in Armenian). 

Soviet Armenian Encyclopedia (Erevan, 1974), Vol. 1, p. 355 (in Armenian). 

® B. B. Piotrovskii, I/rartu, The Kingdom of Van and its Art (1967, New York, Washington); B. B. Piotrovsky, 
Karmir Blur (1970, Leningrad); G. Azarpay, Urartian Art and Artifacts, a Chronological Study (1968, Berkeley and 
Los Angeles). 

^ Soviet Armenian Encyclopedia (Erevan, 1979), Vol. 5, pp. 331-332 (in Armenian). 
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people used horses in their battles (Figs, d, e, and f). The unearthed materials include a 
bronze horse’s head,^° a bronze helmet ascribed to Argishti I (786-764 and a bronze 

quiver of Sarduri II (764-735 

Among these three artifacts the bronze horse’s head interests us most, since that is what 
the coin reverses depict. Piotrovskii is convinced that the bronze piece was used to decorate 
the top of a chariot-pole. Reference books show this artifact from many different angles and it 
is obvious that the inside is hollow. Piotrovskii describes it as “extremely expressive’’^^ and 
the photographic images testify to that. 

Hence, it is not surprising to see a horseman and a horse’s head engraved on the coins of 
Sophene. A review of the author’s study on the coinage of Sophene''* reveals that Arsames I 
and Arsames II have a horseman design (Figs, a and b) on their coins and Arsames I and 
Abdissares have horse’s head reverses (Figs. 1 and 3) on their coins. To both of these, we can 
add author’s new acquisition of a coin of Arsames II, which displays again on the reverse a 
horse’s head (Fig. 2).^® 

For the convenience of the reader, we describe the coins of Arsames I and Abdissares 
with horse’s head reverse. Compare the horse’s head reverses of coins 1 and 2 with each 
other and with the illustration of bronze horse’s head artifact (see Fig. e). 

ARSAMES I 

(ca. 240 B.C.) 


1. One Chalcus. Horse’s Head. 

Obv.: Head of Arsames r. wearing pointed tiara with drapes covering neck. Traces of 

star 1. of tiara. 

Rev.: Horse’s head and neck right. Legend to right downward [BA]SIAE[OZ], to 1. 

downward APZAMOY. 

Data: 2.91g-150-12h (CAKS-6.a), Kovacs coll. 

ARSAMES II 

(ca. 230 B.C.) 


2. One Chalcus. Horse’s Head. 

Obv.: Head of Arsames 1. wearing tiara with flat top like a cap; a diadem encircles the 

head, ends in bow, and hangs down neck. 


Piotrovskii, Urartu, pis. 24 and 25; Yiotrovs^y, Karmir Blur, pi. 59, pp. [118 and 119]; Azarpay, pis. 27 and 

28. 

Piotrovskii, Urartu, pis. 20a and 20b; Piotrovsky, Karmir Blur, pis. 44, 46, 47, and 48, pp. [118 and 119; 
Azarpay, pis. 10, 12, and 13. 

Soviet Armenian Encyclopedia (Erevan, 1974), Vol. 1, p. 355 (in Armenian); Piotrovsky, Karmir Blur, pi. 49, 
pp. [118 and 119]; Azarpay, pi. 21. 

Piotrovskii, in his book Urartu, p. 53, writes, “One of the finest examples of Urartian art turned up in 1957 in 
a wine-cellar which was excavated at Karmir Blur (pis. 24 and 25). It was a horse’s head, about 17 cm high, which 
apparently decorated the top of a chariot-pole. This small piece of sculpture is extremely expressive, and the eyes, 
nostrils and mouth are beautifully executed...” After describing how it was manufactured, he adds, “Our account of 
Urartian minor sculpture in bronze must be confined to the four authentic examples which are known today,...” 

Y. T. Nercessian, “Coinage of the Armenian Kingdom of Sophene (ca. 260-70 B.C.) [CAKS],” Armenian 
Numismatic Journal, Series II, Vol. 7 (37), (September 2011), No. 3, pp. 53-63, pis. 1-4 (Armenian summary). 

Reviewing the horse design on coins of the Artaxiad dynasty and Cilician Armenia is beyond the scope of this 

paper. 
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Horse’s Head Design on Coins ofSophene 


Rev.: Horse’s head and neck r. Legend to r. downward BAZIAE^Z; to 1. downward 

[AP]2AMO[Y]. 

Data: JE 2.84g-160-7h (Gorny 211-451), Nercessian coll. 

ABDISSARES 

(ca. 210 B.C.) 


3. Half Chalcus. Horse’s Head. 

Obv.: Head of Abdissares r., lightly bearded, wearing folded tiara; diademed with 

ribbon hanging behind head. Beaded border. 

Rev.: Horse’s head r., bridled. Legend above to r. BASIAEilS, below to r. 

ABAIZIAPOY. 

Data: IE, 1.85g-120-12h (CAKS-29.a, Bibliotheque Nationale de France coll. 
Observations on These Coins 

The first known coin among these three is the Abdissares example reported by Ernest 
Babelon as noted above. Bedoukian catalogued this coin as an “eagle standing r.” Since he 
was working with aluminum foil rubbings, such a small and not extremely well-preserved 
coin could have been confused with another image. Babelon reported the weight of this coin 
as 1.85 grams; Bedoukian reported this coin with the same weight. The coin has a very 
small area, and the horse’s head, bridled, dominates the entire surface. This is the only 
example which is bridled and does not have a neck. It is catalogued in our study on the 
coinage of Sophene as No. 29. a.^® 

The Arsames I coin with horse’s head and neck was reported first by F. Kovacs.^® It 
dominates the entire field very elegantly, especially with the vertical display of the neck. It is 
very interesting that the horse’s hair is bunched in small bands. Those who are familiar with 
the artifacts excavated from Karmir Blur cannot help but notice the similarities of the 
reverse of this coin and the bronze horse’s head (see Fig. e). Although this horse’s head is not 
as expressive as the bronze sculpture, nevertheless, still it is a very conspicuous and 
impressive engraving. This coin was catalogued in our study as No. 

The last example example surfaced in the coin market and catalogued in this numismatic 
note is attributed to Arsames II. The reverse is off center and the head is small compared 
with the Kovacs example. However, the horse’s hair has fallen down and covers the front of 
the neck. 

We have three coins depicting horse’s head on their reverses, attributed to three different 
kings of Sophene, and each example has a different type image. 


See above foot note No. 2. 

Paul Z. Bedoukian, in his pioneering work on the coinage ofSophene, “Coinage of the Armenian Kingdoms of 
Sophene and Commagene,” No. 17, five pieces of coins are catalogued. The only coin illustrated is the one which has 
2.99 grams weight belonging to the British Museum. Two coins are credited to the Bibliotheque Nationale de France 
coll. One fo them is 1.85 grams, the same weight of the Abdissares coin (not illustrated). 

Y. T. Nercessian, CAKS. 

Frank L. Kovacs, “Sophene: New Coins and Comments,” Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series II, Vol. 6 
(36), (December 2010), No. 4, pp. 97-98, pi. 5, No. 1. 

Y. T. Nercessian, CAKS. 
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Illustrations of the plate 

1) Arsames I, horse’s head, M, 2.91g-150-12h, Kovacs coll. 

2) Arsames II, horse’s head, /E , 2.84g-160-7h, Nercessian coll. 

3) Abdissares, horse’s head, IE, 1.85g-120-12h, Bibliotheque Nationale de France coll. 

a) Arsames I, horseman with lion, IE, 5.72g-2l0-12h, Nercessian coll. 

b) Arsames I, horseman with foot soldiers, IE, 3.65g-180-12h, Nercessian coll. 

c) Arsames II, horseman, IE, 5.62g-2O0-llh, CNG 72-849. 

d) A section of bronze quiver of Sarduri II (764-735 B.C.), from Karmir Blur, Armenia. 

e) Bronze horse’s head, from Karmir Blur, Armenia. 

f) Detail of a section of bronze helmet of Argishti I (786-764 B.C.), from Karmir Blur, Armenia. 


ՁԻՈԻ ԳԼՈԻԻ ՊԱՏԿԵՐԱՏԻՊԸ ԾՈՓ^ԻԻ ԴՐԱՄՆԵՐՈԻՆ ՎՐԱՅ 

[Ամփոփամ] 

Վերջետս յայտնաբերուեցան երկու, դրամներ^ որոնց րանդակոսած է ձիու, գլուխ։ 

Ասոնցմէ մին 2010 — հ ր ա տ ա ր ա կո ւե ց ա ւ Ֆրանր 'իովակսի կողմէ։ Ու֊րէշ մը գնուեցաւ 
հեղինակին կողմէ։ Ըրնէ ս խ ք^արելոնյ 1890 —^ 5 # հրատարակեց ձիու խլուխոէ^ դրամ մ 
վե րագրուած Արդիսարէսին։ 

Հայաստանի մէջ^ ձիերը հայկական կենցաղին կարեւոր մէկ մասն էին։ Անասնարծութ իւն ը 
յատուկ ուշադըութեան արժանացած էր։ Ջիերը դո րծածուած են գիւղատնտեսութեան մէջ ել 
փո խադրութեան համար։ Ջիերը կաըեւոր մէկ ման էին հայկական այրուձի հեծե լապօրրին։ 

Արբելայի ճակատամարտին^ պարսիկներու օգնելու համար^ հայոց Ես ուանգ թ ա գաւո ր ը 

մասնակցած է 40,000 հետևակազօրրով և 7,000 այրուձիով։ Անգիորոս Ղ*՝ դաշինք կնքելու 
համար^ '^սերքսէսէն պահանջած է իր հօր Արշամին պարտքը- ու ստացած է 300 տաղանդ^ 1000 
ձի եւ 1000 ջ^րի պախուրցներով։ Հայաստան տարեկան 20,000 մտրուկ ուղա րկած է 

պա ր ս ի ց թագաւ որին-, Աւելի ուշ^ Տրդատ հ*-ի դահակա լութեան^ թադաւորին հեծելաղօրքը 
րաղկացած է 70,000 այրուձիով և զանազան մարզերու նախարարները միատեղ ունեցած են 
84,000 ա յրուձի։ 

Ըստ Հայկական Սովեսւական Հանրագիտարանխ կարմիր Բլուրի պեղումները տևած են 
1939^5/ մ ինչև 1970 թուականնե րը։ Պ եղումնե ր ու արդիւնքները րացայայատած են^ որ 
առ.աջին հազարամեակի ընթացքին Հայկական Բարձրավանդակի րնակիԸէւերը գործածած են 
ընտանի ձիեր։ Տ ա յտնարե րուած աո-արկաները gnjg կու տան ձիաւորի նկարը քանդակուած 
սաղաւարտի մը վրան^ երկձի մարտակաո.քի նկարը քանդակուած կապարճի մը վրան^ ինչպէս 
նաև ձիու դլխուն րրոնզէ ա րձան ը։ 

Հետեւարար զարմանալի չէ նշմարել ձիաւորի և ձիու գլուխ ին նկարները^ որոնք մեզի 
ընծայուած են Ծ^^փքի հ^յ թադաւորներու դրամնե րուն վրայ։ 

Արշ ամ ԷԼ- թադաւո ր ի 240 դրամի մը վրան կե րտուած է ձիու գլուխն 

ու վիզըէ Արչսյմ Բ՝ի ^ZP^P^_ 230 նորայայտ րրոնզէ դրամի մը վրան քանդակուած է ձիու 

գլուխն ու վիզըք ծածկուած ձիուն մազովը^ ինչպէս նաև ԼԼրդիսարէս թադաւո ր ի {շուրջ 210 
Ն-Բ՝) pp^^3^ դրամ ին վրայ պատկերուած է ձի ու կէ^*-խը իp պախուրցով։ 

Այս երեք դրամներէն ամենէն հետաքրքրականը Արշ ամ Ա- ի դրամին կո-նակին վրայ 
կե րտուած ձիու վիզխ ս*- գլուխն է։ Այս ն՚էկը մեզի կը յիշեցնէ կարմիր Բլա֊րէն յայտնա- 
րե րուած ձիու դլուխով րրոնզէ ա րձան ը։ 

/*♦ Բիսարովսկի իր հեղինակած ՈևրարւՈՈՆ ^hP^ph^ այս արձանին համար ^.չափազանց 

արտայայատիչՖ կը դրէ) ^PP նկատի 1լ ունենա յ ձիուն գէԱ^խը) ս^էքնրը^ ո.ունդեըը և րերանը։ 
Ղ^րամին վրայի պատկերը թէև նոյնչափ արտայայ ‘"Ւէ էէ> սակայն ու այնպէս շատ աչքաուու 
պատկերատիպ ու քանդակ մ ըն է^ որ անպայման մեր մ իտքե ր ը կը թարմացնէ կարմիր 
Բլոէ֊րէն յա յտնարե րուած եզակի րրոնզէ արձանին նկարովը։ (յ- թ*. \քերսէսեան 
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Horse’s head reverse coins 



Horseman reverse coins 
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COMPLEX HERITAGE OF 
THE HERODIAN KINGS OF ARMENIA 


Marvin TAMEANKO Plate 6 

Some scholars have suggested that the ancient Jewish and Armenian people are directly con- 
nected by history. 

This theory was based on literary references and several historical events but, in addition, the 
two nations seemed to have much in common. Both the ancient Jews and Armenians lost their 
countries in the 1st century A.D., and, in exile, both created worldwide diaspora communities. 
The two nations retained the desire to return to their native homelands and, to this end, estab- 
lished communal, religious and political organizations that labored for centuries to attain their 
goal. 

The Jewish state, Israel, was founded in 1948 and Armenia became a democratic country, in- 
dependent of the Soviet Union, in 1991. Both peoples engaged in, or gravitated toward, the same 
professions, businesses and trades. 

In addition, the two diaspora communities were constantly maligned and demonized by their 
neighbors. They were persecuted, murdered or banished, and prevented by laws from participat- 
ing in the societies they lived in. Both peoples, even if native-born, were considered to be “al- 
iens” and “disloyal,” and made the scapegoats for their countries’ disasters. In one final horror, 
both the Jews and Armenians suffered systematic deportation and genocidal extermination dur- 
ing the 20th century. In addition, some historical connection between them may be suggested by 
the facts that a diaspora community of Jews was formed in ancient Armenia in the 1st century 
and the Armenian Christian church established a quarter in Jerusalem in the 6th century A.D. 

Most historians considered a connection between the two people to be doubtful but many an- 
cient coin collectors supported it because they were familiar with coins struck in the 1st century 
by two Jewish kings who ruled Greater Armenia (Armenia Major) and one Jewish monarch who 
sat on the throne of Lesser Armenia (Armenia Minor). 

The ancient Armenian homeland consisted of the highlands around biblical Mount Ararat, 
the place supposedly where Noah’s ark landed after the flood, and the Armenians are usually 
connected to the Old Testament by this legend. (Fig. 2) 

Over the years, the Armenians became a regional power to dominate a large part of Asia Mi- 
nor. 


But in the 1st century B.C., they were conquered by the Parthians and the Romans and be- 
came a buffer state between these two competing powers. 

Most noteworthy in history, in 301 A.D. the king and nobility converted to Christianity and 
Armenia became the first nation to officially become Christian. 
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Surprisingly, in some ancient literature the Armenians are called the “Ashkenazi,” a term lat- 
er applied to Jews from Western Europe. 

The name Armenia today refers to the Republic of Armenia, a former state in the Soviet Un- 
ion. It is bordered by Turkey in the west, Georgia to the north, Azerbaijan to the east and Iran in 
the south. The earliest connection between Armenians and Jews occurred when the most famous 
Armenian monarch, Tigranes II the Great (95 to 55 B.C.) settled colonies of Judaeans in Arme- 
nia. Early in his reign, Tigranes II escaped the yoke of Parthian dominance and, in 83 B.C., he 
became king of the Seleucid (Syrian) Empire. 

Judaeans Settled Under Tigranes II 

As king of Syria, Tigranes II fought against the expanding Hasmonean state of Judaea, ruled 
by Queen Salome Alexandra (76 to 67 B.C.), and deported many Jews - some historians say 
10,000 - to Armenia to populate his new cities. Tigranes II had introduced Hellenism into Arme- 
nia and set out to urbanize the pagan, agricultural community by building cities, introducing 
trade and commerce, and adopting Greek culture and religion. 

Tigranes IPs coinage set the pattern for the Armenian coins issued in the following centuries 
and directly influenced the currency struck by the later kings. 

His coins were struck in his Syrian capital city, Antioch on the Orontes, and these copied the 
designs of the local Seleucid coinage but showed Tigranes wearing the distinctive Armenian 
crown, a jeweled tiara headdress with ear flaps. The reverses of his coins usually showed the 
city’s patron deity, Tyche (Fortuna) seated, with the river-god Orontes, at her feet. The king’s 
Greek inscription on the coins was usually BASILEOS TIGRANOY (BAZIAEQE TIEPANOY), 
King Tigranes (Fig. 3), but some coins gave the king the ancient Persian royal title, “King of 
Kings,” BASILEOS BASILEON (BAZIAEQE BAEIAEQN), to mean ‘emperor.’ 

Tigranes II also struck a large series of bronze coins for use in the Armenian marketplaces. 
These coins were fabricated in the Parthian style, out of respect for the eastern heritage of early 
Armenia. 

Typically, this coinage shows the head of Tigranes II wearing the Armenian tiara crown but 
with the Parthian image of the demigod Hercules on the reverse. (Fig. 4) The Greek legend on 
these coins titled the king as “Tigranes King of Kings.” These bronze coins were struck in the 
Greek denominations called chalkoi, one chalkos was equal to one-eighth of a silver obol. 

In 69 B.C., during the third Roman war with Mithridates VI of Pontus, the father-in-law and 
ally of Tigranes II, the Romans defeated the two kings in Armenia. 

Eventually, the Roman general Pompey conquered the entire Middle East, including Syria, 
and made Armenia a dependency of Rome. From that date forward, Armenia became a buffer 
state and was fought over by the western Romans and the eastern Parthians with each power 
claiming the right to appoint the Armenian king as their vassal. 

Herod the Great (37 to 4 B.C.), king of Judaea, was a Roman-appointed client monarch, and 
Herod’s descendants continued to preserve their royal status by becoming loyal friends of Rome. 
To reward them for faithful service, the Roman emperors often elevated Herod’s offspring as 
client kings in various countries. 
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The Herodian Kings of Armenia 


Tigranes V, a Jewish King 

In 6 A.D., the Roman emperor Augustus appointed a grandson of King Herod as the king of 
Armenia. This Herodian prince took the throne name Tigranes V, and replaced the recently mur- 
dered Armenian king, Artavasdes fV (4 to 6 A.D.), a member of the Artaxiad dynasty that had 
ruled Armenia since 189 B.C. 

This first Jewish king of Armenia was a son of Glaphyra, who was the daughter of Archae- 
lus, king of Cappadocia. Glaphyra’s mother was an Armenian of the royal Artaxiad line, thus 
Tigranes V was actually a distant relative to the Artaxiad monarchs. 

His father, Alexander III, was the son of Herod and Mariamne, the last Maccabean princess, 
so Tigranes was a unique mixture of Hasmonean and Artaxiad blood. Tigranes V probably 
brought a large retinue of Jews to Armenia as courtiers, scholars and advisors, and they blended 
in with the Jewish community already living in Armenia. 

The new king was given a Roman army to defend his throne but he could not control the hos- 
tile Armenian nobility or the pro-Parthian political faction and, by political agreement, his reign 
ended in 12 A.D. 

Subsequently, Erato, the queen of a previous Artaxiad ruler, Tigranes fV (2 B.C. to 1 A.D.), 
was placed on the throne. But she ruled for only two years before the Parthians took full control 
over Armenia. The end of Erato’s reign in 14 A.D. marked the extinction of the royal Artaxiad 
dynasty in Armenia. 

Herodian Dynasty’s Legacy 

Armenia, as a vassal state, used Roman or Parthian silver coins as its main circulating cur- 
rency but Tigranes V struck his own bronze coins for use as small change in the economy. These 
were fabricated in a Parthian style, probably to paeify his pro-Parthian population. The coins 
usually showed Tigranes V’s heavily bearded portrait, similar to those of the Parthian kings, but 
wearing the Armenian tiara. (Fig. 5) 

His Greek coin legend stated BASILEOS TIGRANOY MEGALOY (BACIAEQC 
TITPANOY METAAOY), “King Tigranes the Great.” This shameless usurpation of the older 
royal title was an obvious attempt to associate himself with the famous Tigranes II, the Great. 

Also, other coins of Tigranes V connected him directly to Tigranes II by reusing the tradi- 
tional inscription “King of Kings.” Generally, the reverses of his coins showed the head of his 
patron, the emperor Augustus, or an elephant, to represent military power, or the head of Queen 
Erato, the wife of the last Artaxiad ruler. 

From 14 to 58 A.D. Armenia was fought over by the Romans and Parthians with each ap- 
pointing client kings each time they were victorious. In 59 A.D. Corbulo, the general of the Ro- 
man emperor Nero, conquered Armenia and deposed the Parthian appointed king, Tiridates I. 
Then the Romans nominated a Herodian prince, Aristobulus V, from Chalcis (Lebanon), as their 
client king of Lesser Armenia, the small kingdom adjacent to and dependent on Greater Armenia. 

The new king of Lesser Armenia was the son of Herod III, king of Chalcis, who ruled from 
14 to 48 A.D. and also the great grandson of Herod the Great of Judaea. 

With the assistance of the Roman army, Aristobulus ruled over Lesser Armenia until 71 A.D. 
then returned to Chalcis when his father died. Historians believed that at this time the first Chris- 
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tians began to arrive in Armenia and the Jewish royalty and community may have facilitated their 
immigration. 

While king of Lesser Armenia, Aristobulus struck bronze coins, which are exceedingly rare 
and found only in very poor condition. These bronze coins, fabricated in a Roman/Syrian style 
out of respect for his Roman patrons, usually show the head of Aristobulus on the obverses with 
the bust of Salome, his queen, or with the head of Nero or Vespasian, his Roman overlords, on 
the reverses. 

They were engraved with Greek legends, usually giving the names and titles of the king and 
Roman emperor. A very rare coin of Aristobulus, showing his queen, Salome, is illustrated above 
by a line drawing to clearly show the details. (Fig. 6) 

Even Nero Fiddled with Armenia 

By the year 60, Nero had adopted a stronger anti-Parthian policy in the governance of Great- 
er Armenia and appointed another Herodian prince, Tigranes VI (60 to 62), as his client king. 
Tigranes VI was the great-grandson of Herod the Great and the son of the Herodian king 
Tigranes V, who had ruled Armenia from years 6 to 12 A.D.. 

This appointment was politically important to Nero because it confirmed his dominance over 
the Parthians and he struck coins in the east in 60 to commemorate the event as a victory over 
Parthia. 

On these coins the Greek legend on the reverse is ARMENIA(C), and shows an image of the 
goddess Victoria. (Fig. 7) 

Herodian Dynastic Succession 

Tigranes VI struck his own bronze coins in Armenia, engraved in a Parthian style similar to 
those of his father, showing his bearded head wearing the Armenian tiara. These coins carried the 
Greek legends with the usual royal title, MEGALOY, “The Great.” (Fig. 8) 

The reverses of these coins usually show a palm branch or Victory holding a wreath, both 
symbols of some victory; but historical records are uncertain about such a triumph for the king 
and the images may simply be propaganda devices. 

During his reign, Tigranes VI unwisely invaded the neighboring kingdom of Adiabene, a 
Parthian dependency but ruled by a royalty that had converted to Judaism in around the year 36. 

The Parthian king at that time, Vologases I, defended Adiabene and defeated Tigranes VI. He 
then occupied Armenia in 62, and reinstalled his son, Tiridates I, on the throne. Tiridates had 
ruled over Armenia from 52 to 59 as the Parthia appointee; his second reign lasted from 62 to 75. 

Tigranes VI was the last of the Herodian kings of Armenia. But it is a mistake to label them 
as “Jewish” in the modern sense of the term. The Herodians did not practice their religion and 
acted more like the Hellenistic monarchs who conveniently worshiped the local, popular deities 
of the lands they ruled over. 

In fact, the Jewish/Roman historian, Flavius Josephus, in his book Antiquities of the Jews, 
Book 18 Chapter 5, 140-141, mentions that the Herodian Alexander, the son of Tigranes VI of 
Armenia, was appointed as the king of the island of Ketis in Cilicia by the Roman emperor Ves- 
pasian (69 to 79 A.D.). 
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The Herodian Kings of Armenia 


Josephus writes that the Herodian kings, “deserted their Jewish religion and went over to that 
of the Greeks” soon after they were born. Truthfully, the Armenian Jewish kings ruled for only 
short periods of time and they contributed very little to the nation’s heritage, and so are generally 
neglected by scholars. 

However, as rulers appointed by the Romans and accepted by the Parthians, they were im- 
portant rulers of the “land bridge,” formed by Armenia between the east and west and should be 
better known to historians. 

As for the fate of the descendants of the Herodian Armenian kings, they probably remained 
in the country as nobility, serving the Romans in lesser and lesser capacities, then, simply disap- 
peared into the mists of time. 

Reprinted from The Shekel, Vol. XLVI (July-August 2013), No. IV (No. 250), pp. 26-34 
Journal of American Israel Numismatic Association 
Website: www.theshekel.org 


KEY TO PLATES 

1. An illustration of Armenian Jews from the 18*'' century. 

2. The obverse of a recent one-ounce silver bullion issue from Armenia features Noah’s ark. 

3. A tetradrachm of Tigranes II, 95-55 B.C., struck in Antioch in Syria. From Armenian 

Coins and Their Values, by Y. T. Nercessian (cited as ACV, 31). Coin photo courtesy 
Classical Numismatic Group (CNG), www.cngcoins.com 

4. A bronze coin, a two-chalkoi (a dichalkon) denomination, 20 millimeters in diameter, 

struck for Tigranes II (95 to 55 B.C.). This is a Parthian-inspired coin type but shows the 
bust of Tigranes II, also know as Tigranes the Great wearing the Armenian tiara (ACV 
66). Coin photo courtesy CNG 

5. A two-chalkoi denomination bronze coin of Tigranes V (6 to 12 A.D.), showing his head 

on the obverse and an elephant on the reverse (ACV 171). Coin photo courtesy CNG 

6. Illustration of a rare bronze coin, 21 mm in diameter, struck for Aristobulus (57 to 71 

A.D.), king of Lesser Armenia, under Nero, struck approximately 66 to 67 A.D. From 
the Guide to Biblical Coins by David Hendin (Hendin, 1257a). Line drawing by Marvin 
Tameanko 

7. A silver didrachm of Nero, 21 mm in diameter, struck in Caesarea, Cappadocia, 56-58 

A.D. (RIC Vol. 1-37) 

8. A bronze coin, 20 mm in diameter, struck in Armenia for Tigranes VI (60 to 62 A.D.), 

showing Victory and the legend “King Tigranes the Great” (ACV 162). Coin images 
courtesy CNG 

9. In 1996, Bishop Mkrtchyan discovered a Jewish cemetery in Yeghesis. He sent photos of 

the tombstones to Prof. Michael Stone of Hebrew University in Jerusalem, who con- 
firmed that the site was a medieval Jewish cemetery. A group of Armenian and Israeli 
archaeologists and historians excavated the site in 2001 and 2002 and found 64 addition- 
al tombstones, many bearing Hebrew or Aramaic inscriptions. 
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METROLOGY OF COPPER COINAGE OF 
THE ARTAXIADS OF ARMENIA 


Artavasdes III (5-2 B.C.) 


No. CAA Metrological Data Source 
ACV wt.-diam.-die cixis 


King’s Figure 

4 Chalci 

1 160 6.81g CAA160PB 

Avg. = 6. 8 Ig weight 


2 Chalci 


2 

174 

5.83g-2O0-lOh 

YNCat265 

3 

174 

5.43g-2O0-llh 

CNG36-632 

CNG95-37 

4 

160 

5.40g 

CAA160PB 

5 

160 

5.2Og-190-12h 

JN119MaB 

6 

160 

5.OOg-230-llh 

YN6017 

7 

160 

4.8Og-2O0-llh 

JN120ArA 

8 

160 

4.78g 

CAA160BN 

9 

160 

4.68g-18.70-l Ih Erl9031/29 

10 

160 

4.68g 

CAA160PB 

11 

160 

4.52g 

CAA160PB 

12 

160 

4.22g 

CAA160PB 


Avg. = 54.54+11 = 4. 9 6g weight 
Avg. = 120.7+6 = 20.12mm diameter 
Avg. = 1/lOh, 4/llh, l/12h (6) die axis 
orientation 


No. 

CAA 

ACV 

Metrological Data 
wt.-diam.-die axis 

Source 

14 

176 

2.4Og-140 ADTII-TIII20 

15 

160 

2.22g-180-12h 

Erl9035/1 

Avg. = 

7.42+: 

3 = 2.47g weight 



Avg. = 49+3 = 16.33mm diameter 
Avg. = l/12h die axis orientation 

1 /2 Chalcus 

16 176 l.lOg ACV176JG 

Avg. = l.lOg weight 

Tot.Avg. = 69.87+16 = 4. 37g weight 
Tot.Avg. = 169.7+9 = 18.86mm di 
Tot.Avg. = 1/lOh, 4/llh, 2/12h (7) die 
axis orientation 

o/s 

4 Chalci 

1 160 6.81g-220 o/s-c/ml42BN 

Tot.Avg. 6. 8 Ig weight 
Tot.Avg. 22mm diameter 



Ch. 15.1, King’s figure 


1 Chalcus 

13 176 2.8Og-170 CNG6 1-903 



Coin No. 


Ch. 15.2, King’s figure, o/s 

Eagle Perched on Mountain 

2 Chalci 

1 177 5.73g-190 AC&B19-55 

2 177 4.52g-190-lOh YNCat266 
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Artauasdes III (5-2 B.C.) 


No. 

CAA 

ACV 

Metrological Data Source 
wt.-diam.-die axis 

2 Chalci 



3 

177 

4.O9g-190-12h 

YNCat267 

4 

177 

4.Olg-170-12h 

CNG36-633 




CNG85-38 

5 

177 

4.OOg-170 

CNG6 1-902 

6 

177 

4.OOg-160 

ADArtxl 

7 

177 

3.93g-170-6h 

YNCat268 

Avg. = 

CO 

o 

to 

00 

7 = 4.3257 142g weight 

Avg. = 

124-7 

= 17.71mm diameter 

Avg. = 

1/lOh, 2/12h, l/6h (4) 

die axis 


orientation 


1 Chalcus 



8 

— 

3.35g-18.40-12h 

ER19036/2 

9 

177 

3.32g-180-12h 

YNCat269 

10 

177 

3.2Og-170-12h 

AC&B21-13 

Avg. = 

9.87+3 

= 3.29g weight 



Avg. = 53.4-3 = 17.8mm diameter 
Avg. = 3 / 12h die axis orientation 


No. CAA Metrological Data Source 
ACV wt.-diam.-die axis 


Tot.Avg. = 32.80-10 = 3. 28g weight 
Tot.Avg. = 177.4-10 = 17.74mm diameter 
Tot. Avg. = 1/lOh, 5/12h, l/6h (7) die 
axis orientation 



123456789 10 

Coin No. 


Ch. 15.3, Eagle perched on mountain 


Table 15. 1, Number of coins used to calculate the average weights of Artavasdes III coppers 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

Coin Weight 

King’s Figure 

16 

4.37g 

King’s Figure, o/s 

1 

6.81g 

Eagle Perched on Mountain 

10 

3.28g 

TOTAL 

27 
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Metrology of Copper Coinage of the Artaxiads 


Table 15.2, Number of coins used to calculate the average diameters of Artavasdes 111 coppers 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

Coin Diameter 

King’s Figure 

9 

18.86mm 

King’s Figure, of s 

1 

22mm 

Eagle Perched on Mountain 

10 

17.74mm 

TOTAL 

20 



Table 15.3, Number of coins used to calculate the average 
die axis orientation of Artavasdes III coppers 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

AE Die Axis Orientation 

King’s Figure 

7 

1/lOh, 4/llh, 2/12h 

King’s Figure, of s 

— 

— 

Eagle Perched on Mountain 

7 

1/lOh, 5/12h, l/6h 

TOTAL 

14 



c 

King's Figure o/s 

_o 

+3 

w 

e 

King’s Figure 

S 

o 

e 

V 

Eagle Perched on 

Q 

Mountain 


Chart 



0 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Weight (g) 

15.4, Average weights of Artvasdes 111 copper coins (grams) 
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JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY INTERCESSOR ON 
THE CORONATION TRAMS OF KING LEVON I (1198-1219) 


Recently, some Armenian numismatists,^ in their essays, have argued that the figure on 
the left obverse of the coronation trams of King Levon I cannot be Jesus Christ since his 
arms are in orant position and also the halo does not have a cross in it. Therefore, based on 
the hymns of the Divine Liturgy of the Armenian Apostolic Church, as well as contemporary 
manucript illuminations, and by ignoring the circular inscriptions of the coins, they 
concluded that the figure can be only the Virgin Mary. 

The final and ultimate authority in Christianity is the Holy Bible. That is what our 
ancestors believed in and used to worship God. They used the Holy Bible to guide them in 
their daily lives and their activities. They were pious Christians and a multitude of ancient 
religious manuscripts reflect that. Let us see what the Holy Bible says about the intercession 
for man near God. 


Quotations from the Hoy Bible 


New King James Version'^ 

Authorized King James Version^ 

Isaiah 53:12 

Therefore I will divide Him a portion with 
the great. 

And He shall divide the spoil with the 
strong. 

Because He poured out His soul unto death. 

And He was numbered with the 
transgressors, 

And He bore the sin of Many, 

And made intercession for the 
transgressors. 

Isaiah 53:12 

Therefore will I divide him a portion with 
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with 
the strong; because he hath poured out his 
soul unto death: and he was numbered with 
the transgressors; and he bare the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. 

Romans 8:26 

Likewise the Spirit also helps in our 
weaknesses. For we do not know what we 
should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
Himself makes intercession for us with 
groEmings which cannot be uttered. 

Romans 8:26 

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities: for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. 


Dickran Kouymjian, “The Iconography of the ‘Coronation’ Trams of King Levon I,” Armenian Numismatic 
Journal, Ser. I, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 67-74, pis. V-VI (Armenian summary). Ruhen Vardanyan, “Cilician Armenian 
Numismatic Problems,” Armenian Numismatic Journal, Ser. II, Vol. 9 (39), (2013), pp. 3-19, pis. 1-6 (in Armenian). 

^ The Holy Bible, New King James Version, Thomas Nelson Bibles (Nashville, Tennessee, 1982). More than one 
sources are used for quotations since some translations do not agree and differer in what they say. 

^Holy Bible, Reference edition. Authorized King James Version, Zondervem (Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1994). 
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Quotations from the Hoy Bible (cont.) 


New King James Version 

Authorized King James Version 

1 Timothv 2:5 

For there is one God and one Mediator 
between God and men, the Man Christ 
Jesus, 

1 Timothv 2:5 

For there is one God, and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus; 


The above quotations of the Holy Bible state definitively that only Jesus Christ can be a 
mediator or intercessor for man near God. 

In his article, Dickran Kou 3 mijian considers Fr. Clement Sibilian’s question mark in his 
letter as “doubt” on the identity of Christ engraved on the coronation trams of Levon 1.^ It is 
true that Fr. Sibilian, the father of Armenian numismatics, noted a comment stating that the 
figure on the coronation tram is in the pazkataradz position (Բազկասւաոած = orant).^ Next to 
the abbreviation of letters ՔՍ (abbreviation for Christ in Armenian), he placed a question 
mark in parenthesis (?).® One should not forget that this letter was signed eight years prior to 
his death (1878). That means if Fr. Sibilian wanted to revise his book he would have had 
ample time to do this, assuming that his book was written and completed many years prior to 
1870. The plates of Fr. Sibilian’s book were prepared in 1875, he reviewed the book for the 
last time in Constantinople in 1877; and also, the introduction of his book was signed in 1877 
by himself, Fr. C. Sibilian.^ Yet, he did not revise his book and in his book he called these 
subject coins as the “coronation trams” of King Levon I. 



Fig. 1. One-lion and two-lion coronation trams of King Levon I 

Very Reverend Father Clement Sibilian was a celibate priest and belonged to the 
Mekhitarist Order of Vienna. He was extremely kowledgeable regarding the Holy Bible.. 
Every morning, before the Divine Liturgy, probably he sang the “Morning of Light (Առաւօտ 
Լուսո j = Aravot Luso)” hymn® where the last verse states in classic Armenian “With the 


■* One of the other major arguments of Kouymjian about the coronation tram of Levon I, is the garment of the 
figure on the left, its ornaments, and shape. One needs only to review some of the Byzantine gold coins (see 
Numismatica Ars Classica, Auction 75, Nov. 18, 2013) and study the shapes of the garments and ornaments 
engraved on the clothing of Jesus Christ. 

® Fr. Grigoris Manian, “The Sibilian Letters; Some Excerpts fi-om the Letters of Fr. Clement Sibilian Addressed 
to Fr. Simon Antonian,” Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol IV (1978), pp. 19-26, pis. I-III (in Armenian 
with summary in English). 

® The coins are considered and labeled as coronation coins. 

^ Fr. Clement Sibilian, Classification ofRoupenian Coins (Vienna, 1892), pp. IX and XVI (in Armeni£m). 

® Nerses Shnorhali (or Nerses the Graceful), “Morning of Light (Aravot Luso = Առաւօտ Լուսո j),” in ZԽmagirk 
(Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia, Antelias, Lebanon, 1986), pp. 35-38 (in Armenian); for an English translation see 
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Christ the Only Intercessor on the Coronation Trams of Levon I 
intercession of the Mother of God, O Lord Remember us and have mercy upon us” 

{Աստուածածնին բա րե խօսութ եամ բ, յիշեա, տէբ, և ողոբմեա). 1ո thiS hymn the interCeSSion of 

the Virgin Mary is for the salvation of our souls, because “we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ.”® Also, Jesus said, “No one comes to Father except through Me.”^° 

As mentioned above, Fr. Sibilian knew that the figure standing on the left with His arms 
open in orant position is handing a sphere^^ to the king on coronation trams of Levon I. In his 
book. Classification of Roupenian Coins, he described the figure as Jesus Christ, because he 
knew very well that only Son of God can be an intercessor near God the Father for a human 
being; the silver coins, coronation trams, reflect this fact. 

We are reminded that Levon I was crowned on January 6, 1198, in the cathedral of St. 
Sofia, Tarsus. Catholicos Krikor Abirad anointed Levon and placed the crown on Levon’s 
head. Imperial Chancellor and Archbishop of Mainz Conrad of Wittelsbach, representing the 
Holy Roman Empire, presented Levon the royal scepter.^® Levon received his new title, 
“King of the Armenians,” from the highest Christian authority in the world and with the 
approval of two Christian empires. Levon now could rule by “Divine right” similar to the 
other medieval kings of Europe. And his descendants inherited the same “Divine Right” to 
rule the medieval kingdom of Cilician Armenia. 

The first anointed and crowned king^® of Cilician Armenia inscribed on his silver coins in 
Armenian, meaning “Levon King of the Armenians/By the Will of God (ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ 
ՀԱՅՈՑ/ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏ [ՈԻԾՈՅ])”. On his coronation trams, if Levon did not receive the 
globe from Jesus Christ, the only intercessor for man near God, would Levon be able to 
inscribe on his coins “By the Will of God (Կարողութեամբն Աստուծու)”? No, I don’t think so! If 
he received the globe from the Virgin Mary would Levon be able to rule as king of the 
Armenians by “Divine Right” like all other medieval kings? No, I don’t think so! 

Numismatists Fr. Clement Sibilian, Victor Langlois, Gustave Schlumberger, K. J. 
Basmadjian, Berj Garabetian, Paul Bedoukian, Fr. Augustinus Sekoulian, Khatchadour 
Mousheghian have labeled these coins as “coronation trams” of Levon I. These people are 
serious scholars who have studied Armenian coins for a longe period. 

We should be grateful that we have had such dedicated persons who made great financial 
and personal sacrifices, earnestly studied and classified Armenian coins that we inherited 
from our ancestors during the past centuries. 

Y. T. NERCESSIAN 


Diana Der Hovanessian and Marzbed Margossian, “Morning of Light,” in Anthology of Armenian Poetry (Columbia 
University Press, New York, 1978, pp. 67-70). In this translation, from the end of the hymn, the request for 
intercession from the Virgin Mary is omitted. 

® John 5: 22 and 30; Romans 14:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10. 

John 14:6. 

Sphere or globe, emblem of sovereignty offered by God to Eiing Levon I. 

S. Der Nersessian, “The Kingdom of Cilician Armenia,” A History of the Crusades, ed. K. M. Setton 
(Philadelphia, 1962), Vol. II, pp. 630-659. 

Levon was the eighth Baron who sat on the throne of Cilician Armenia. 
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ՅԻՍՈԻՍ ֊քՐԻՍՏՈՍՆ է ՄԻԱԿ ԲԱՐԵԽՕՍԸ 
ԼԵՒՈՆ Ա ԹԱԳԱՒՈՐԻ ( 1198 - 1219 ) ՕԾՄԱՆ ԳՐԱՄՆԵՐՈՒՆ -ԼՐԱՅ 


Վերջերս որոշ հայ դրամ ագէտն ե ր^, իրենց բան աս ի ր ութ ե ան ց մէջ վիճեցին, թէ Լեւոն Ա- 
թագաւորի օծման դրամնե բուն վրայի անձը չի կրնար ըլլալ Տիոոլս ‘քրիստոսը, բանի որ իր 
բազուկները բազկատաըած են ել իր գլխոլ լուսապսակին մէջ խաչանիշ գոյութիւն չունի-. 
Ուրեմն հիմնուած Հայաստանեայց Ա,ո.արե լական էյկեղեցւոյ Ա ուրբ ^աաարագի շարական- 
ներուն իմնչպէս նաեւ ժամանակակից ձեռագիր մատեաններու մ ան բանկա րչոթեանց վրայ, ել 
անտեսելով դրամնե բուն շրջա դր ո ւթ ի ւննե ր ը, եզրակացուցին որ այդ անձը միայն կրնայ 

ըլլ*ո լ Մ արիամ ԼԼստուածած ին ըւ 

Վերջնական եւ ամենակատա րեա լ հե ղին ա կութ իլն ը ր ի ս տոնէա կան վա ր դա պետութ ե ան 

համար Աստուածաշունչն է-. Այս է որ մեր նախահայրերը հաւատացին եւ գործածեցին 
Աստուծոյ պաշտամունքին ընթացքին-, իրենք Աստուածաշունչը գործածեցին իրենց առօրեայ 
կեանքին մէջ ել դո րծո ւն է ո ւթ ե ան ց րն թա ցքին-. իրենք հաւատացեա լ -fi ր ի ստոնե ան ե ր էին ել 
ժ ե զի ժառանգ եկած հին ձեռագիր մատեանները այգ կ^ ա ր տ ա ց ո լա ցն են-, \/այինք թէ 
ԱսաուածաշւււՈչը ինչ կ ըսէ բարեխօսոլթեան մասին մարդուս համար Աստուծոյ մօտ-. 


Վկայակոչումներ ԱստուածաշուԶչէն 


Աշխարհաբար 

Գրաբարի 

Հին Աշխարհարարի 

Եսայի էյ0֊.12 

Եսայեայ 53*12 

Վ^ասն այնոըիկ նա ժառ.անգեսցէ ղրազու.մս, 

Անոր համար մեծերուն հետ բաժին պիտի 

եւ. զաւաը հզօըաց բաշխեսցէ^ փոխանակ զի ի 

տամ անոր 

մահ մատնեցաւ անձն նոըա, ել անօըէնս 

էյւ. հզօրներուն հետ աւարէն բաժին պիտի 

համաըեցաւ- ել նա զմեղս բազմաց ւԼեըացոյց 

առնէ^ 

'թանզի իր անձը մահուան մատնեց, 

3 է^ն բալո րնե բուն հետ սեպուերաւ՛ 

Շ ատե բու. մեղրը վեբցուց 

Ո*- յանցաւոբնեբու. համաը մ իջնո ըդութ իւն 
ըբաւ։ 

ել վասն անօըէնութեանց նոցա մատնեցաւ։ 


^ Dickran Kouymjian, “The Iconography of the ‘Coronation’ Trams of King Levon I,” Armenian Numismatic 
Journal, Ser. I, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 67-74, pis. V-VI (հայերէն ամփոփ ում\ Ո^ոսբէն Վարգանեան, հԼկիլիկեան հայկական 
դրամագիաոսթեան խնդէրներ^, Armenian Numlsmatic Journal, Ser, II, Vol. 9 (39), (2013), էջ 3-19, աախակ l-6t 

ԱսաուածաշուԸչյ Մաւոեաճ Հք^(ձ Եւ Նոր ՆաակարաԶարք Ըսսւ Ցշդր^ա թ-արւյւքաՇութ-եաՕ Աայ\յԱեսւ0 itbpng^ 
{ԱմերիկեաՕ ԸԱկերութ-իւն Գրոց Սրբոց, Վիեննա, 1929). Մէկէ ալելի աղթէլրներ գորհաձուաէր են, որոլհետել 
տարբեր թա րմ անութ էւննե ր չեն համաձայն էր։ 

^ ԱստուածաշուԸչ, Գիրք Հին Եւ նոր Կտակարաններու (Armenian Missionary Association of America, Paramus 
New Jersey, 1987). 
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•քրիստոս միակ բաբեխօսը ԼեւոԹ թագաւոբի օծման դբամնեբուն վբայ 


Վկայակոչումներ ԱստուածաշուԶչէն (շար-) 


Աշիյաբհաբաբ 

Գբաբաբ 

նոր Աշխարհաբարի 
Հրւոմ ա յե ց ինե րուն 8-26 

/Ժուղթ աո. Հո.ովմայեցիս Q*26 

նոյնպէս ել Հոդին ի թիկունս հասանէ 
տկաըութեամբ մեըում- զի զո ը կամքն 
յաղօթս ոըպէս աըժան իցէ ոչ դիտեմ ք> այլ 
ինքն Հոդին բա ըե խօս լինի ի հեծութիւնս 
անմրւունչսՀ. 

ճէշդ "հոյն ձեւով աը Սուրբ Հոդին 
օգնութեան կը հասնի մեր տկա րութեան- 
ո րովհետեւ մենք որ էլաղօթենք չենք դիտեր 
թէ ի՚նչպէս պէտք է աղօթեէ բայց Հոդին 
ինք մեզի համար կը բա րե խօսէ անմո.ունչ 
հառա չանքնե րոփ 

Ա- Տիմոթէոսին 2-5 

Թուղթ աո. Տիմոթէոս Ա P-5 

թէ մէկ Աստուած կ^ J մ իան^ եւ Աստուծոյ 
եւ մարդոց մ իջել միակ միջնորդ մը Տիօուս 

Զէ յ է է Աստուած, եւ մ ի մ իջնորդ 
Աստուծոյ ել մարդկան, մարդն Յէսսէ-ս 
•Բ ր էստոս. 


Վերի վկայակոչումները ըաղուած Աստուածաշունչէն առանց վարանում ի կը յայտա- 



Նկար 1. ԼեւոՇ Ա. թագաւորի մէկ առիւծով եւ երկու աոխծով օծման դրամները 


Ւր յօդուաեին մ էջ, Տիգրան կ՝ոլյումճեան կը Համ արկ Հայր կղեմէս Աիպլիեանի նամակին 
‘^էջէ հա ր ցան ի շը որպէս ^կասկած'^ •Բրի ստոսէ էն^նութեան^ ^անդակուած Լե ւոն ԷԼ՝Է օծման 
դրամներուն ճէշդ է որ Հ- Ա իպի լեան^ հայ դրամ ագիտութեան հայրը^ նամակի մը մէջ 

խորհրդակցութեան ընթացրին յիշատակած օծման դրամին վրայի անձին Բազկատարսւծ 
դՒը՝ՏՒ ^ոյսին^յ կրճատուած {.'քրիստոսի համար) տաո.երու մօտ արձանադրելով հարցանիշ 

մը (?)^: Պէար չէ մորմն ոյ է) որ Հ- Աիւդիլեանի այս նամակը դըու.ած է իր մահուան թոսականէն 
(1878) ութ տարի աո-աջ՝. Այդ կը նշանակիր որ Հ- Աիպիլեան եթէ ուզեր^ շատ ժամանակ ունէր 
փոխելու համար իր դիրրը, են դաթ րե լով որ իր գիրքը գրուած ու վերջացած է ն%10-էն 
առաջ՛. Աակայն Հ- Աիպիլեան ի գիրըին տախտակները պատ րաստուած են \81Շ-ին, գիրքը 
վերջնականօրէն քննոլած է կ. Պոլսոյ մէջ 1%Ո-ին^- նաել, իր դիրքին «Նե ր ածութ իւն ր-» 

ԱստուածաշուՕչ, Նոր ետակարաՈ Յյւսուս ՝րրիս\ոոսյւ (Նոր թարգմանութիւն ա րեւմ տահա յե րէն ի, 
Կաթողիկոսոլթիլն Մեծի Տանն Կիլիկիոյ, Անթիլիաս, Լիբանան, 1993): 

® Գոլյումճեանի քննարկոլթեան տեսակէտներէն մին, Լեւոն Ա-ի օծման դրամին վրայ ձախին կանգնած անձին 
զգեստին ձեւն ու զարդերն են, Անձ մը միայն հակիրճ կերպով պէտր է ^ննէ բիլզանգական ոսկեդրամները (տե՛ս 
ClsSSica, 75, ՜ԼՏՆոյեմբեը 2013) £'£. սեըտէ զգեստին ձեւն ու զաբդեբը, ոըոնը բանդակուած 

են 8ի սուս *^րէստոսէ Հագուստէն էԼրայ՝. 

Հ- Գրիգորիս 'Լրդ- Մանեան, <1.Ա ի պի լե ան ի նամակները. Հետաքրքրական հատուաեներ Հ. կղեմէս Վրդ- 

Ս իպիլեանի նամակներէն ուղղուած Հ- Սիմոն Ան տ ոն ե ան ին՝տ> , Armenian NuTTiismatic J օսրոԱԼ Series I, Vol IV (1978), 
Pp. 19՜26, pis. I-III {անգլերէն ամփոփում )։ 

Գրումները Համարոլած եւ րնդուՆուաե են որսլէս օծման դրամնե րւ 

®Հ- Կղեմէս Վ. Աիպիլեան, Դասաւորուր֊իւն ՌուբեԱեաԹ Դրամոց (Վիեննա, 1892), 4֊ք IX էւ. XVI 
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Ե- Թ- ՆերսէսեաՕ 


սաորագրուած է 1877-^i, կ. Պոլսոյ մէջ «Հ. կղեմէս Վ. Սիպէլեան^է կողմէ-. Այնուա մ են ա յն իլ 
ինք երբեք չի փոխեց իր գիրքը ել խնդրոյ առա րկա յ դրամն ե բուն կոչեց «.Օեման դրամ 
Լեւոնի /յ.», այսինքն Լեւոն Ա- թադաւորին: 

Հայր կղեմէս Վարդապետ Աիպիլեան կուսակրօն կղերական մ ըն էր եւ կը պատկանէր 
Վիեննայի Մ խիթարեան Մ իաբանութեան-. Ին ք Աստուածաշունչը շատ լալ ուսումնասիրած էր՛. 
Ամէն առաւօտ, Սուրբ Պատաբադէն առաջ, ժամերդութեան ընթացքին, շատ հաւանաբաը կ’ ե ը- 
դէը <ձԱռալօտ Լուսոյ'» շաըականը^, ուը վեըջին համաըը 1լ ըսէ (լԱստուածածն ին բա ըե խօսու- 
թեամբ, յիշեա, տէբ, և ողոբմեա'})-. Այս շաբականին մէջ Մայբամ Աստուածածնի բաըեխօսոլ- 
թիւնը մեբ հոդինե բուն փ ըկոլթեան համաը է, ո ըովհետեւ ^բոլոըս ալ ■Բըի ստոսի ատեանէն 
դիմաց պիտի կան քն ին նաեւ Յիսուս ըսաւ, (լՄիայն ինձմով կաբելի է Հօըս եըթալ'»'^^-. 

ինչպէս վեըը յիշուեցաւ, Հ- Ա իպի լեան դիտէը ոը Լեւոն Աի օծման դըամին վըայի 
ձախին կանգնած անձը, իը բազկատաըած թելե բով' թադաւոըին կոլ տայ դունդ^'^ մը-, իը 
դիըքին մէջ, Դասաւորութ-իւն Ռուբենեան Դրամոց, ինք նկաըադըեց բազկատաըած անձը 
ոըպէս Յիսուս 'թըիստոս, ոըովհետեւ ինք շատ լալ դիտեը, ոը միայն Աստոլածոյ Ո բդին 
կընայ բաըեխօսութիւն ընել մաըդ աըաըածին համաը Հայը Աստուծոյ մօտ- աըծաթեայ 
օծման դըամնեըը կ՛ա ըտացո լացնեն այս ի ըողութ իլն ըւ 

Աըժանի է յիշատակե լ, ոը Լեւոն Ա. ի օծումն ու թադադըութ իւն ը տեղի ունեցալ 6 Յուն- 
^ոյ ը 1198—^5/, Տաըսոնի Ա՛ Աոֆիա տաճաըին մէջ-, կաթողիկոս կ-ըիդոը Ապիըատ օծեց Լեւոն ին 
ու դլխուն վըայ զետեղեց թագը-, կայսըութեան Վաըչապետ եւ Մայնցի Աըքեպիսկոպոս կոն- 
ըատ Ո լի թե լսպա խ, ոը կը նեըկայացնէը Ա. Հռոմ էական կա յս բութ իւն ը, Լեւոն ին ընծայեց 
աըքայական զինանաշան ը^^-. Լեւոն ստացաւ իը նոը տիտղոսը, «ԹնԱգնԱւոր Հայոց», աշխաըհի 

ոյմենաբաըձը քըիստոնեայ հեղին ակութ են էն ել եըկու քըիստոնեայ կա յս բութ իւննե բու 
ւԼաւե բացում ոփ. Լեւոն հիմա կընաը իշ_խ^է ^Աստուածային Լ* ըաւունքոփքք Սւըոպայի այլ մ իջ֊ 
նադաըեան թադաւո ընե բուն նման-, էլ իը շառալիղնեըը ժառանգեցին նոյն ((.Աստուածա յին 
Իըաւունքը^' կառավաըե լոլ համաը Կիլիկիոյ մ իջնադաըեան հայկական թադաւո բութ իւն ը-. 

Հայկական Կիլիկիոյ առաջին օծեալ ել թադադըեա թ* աըքան' իը աըծաթեայ դըամնե- 

ըուն վըայ աըձանադըեց, «ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ/ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՍՏ [ՈԻԾՈՅ]» : Եթէ 

Լեւոն գունդը չստանաը Յիսուս -^ըիստոսէն, միակ բաըեխօսը մաըդ աըաըաըծի համաը 
Աստուծոյ մօտ, ինք պիտի կընա՞ը իը դըամնե բուն վըայ ա ըձանադըե լ «Կարոգո1|3-եամբն 
Աստուծոյ»: Ոչ, չեմ կաըծեը-, Եթէ գունդը ստանաը Ա՚աըիամ Աստուածած ին էն , այլ մ իջնա- 
դաըեան թադաւոընեըու նման Լեւոն պիտի կընա՞ը հ.Աս տ ո ւած ա յ ին Իըաւունքով^ թադա- 
ւոըելու կա ըողութ իւն ունենալ հայոց վըայ-. Ո՛չ, չեմ կմաըծեը։ 

Գըամադէտնեը Հայը կղեմէս Աիպիլեան, Վիկթոը Լանկլուա, կուսթալ Շ լումպեըժէ, կ. 3 
Ոասմաջեան, Պ ե ըճ կաըապետեան, Զաըեհ Պոէուկեան, Հայը Օդոստինոս Ա եքոլլեան, ԼԱաչատուը 
Մ ուշեղեան այս դըամնեըուն ոըակած են Լեւոն Ա. թադաւոըին «օծման դըամնեըը»: Այս մաը- 
ԳՒԿը Լ^՚՜Ր^ բանասէընեը էին ել հայ դըամնեըը ուսումնաս ի ըած են շատ եըկաը ժամանակ: 

Մենք պէտք է եը ախտապաըտ ըլլանք ոը ունեցած ենք նման նոլիըեալ անձեը, ոըոնք 
տնտեսական եւ անձնական մեծ զոհողութեամբ, նա խանձա խնդըութե ամ բ եւ ճշդըտութեամբ 
սեըտած ու դասաւոըած են մեը նախնինեըէն ժառանդուած դըամնեըը: Է- Թ- ՆԵՐՍԷՍԵԱՆ 

® Ներսէս Շնորհալի, “Առաւօտ Լո լս ո ) ի Ժամագիրք {Կ ա թ ողի կո սոլթ իւն Մ kb ի Տանն Կիլիկիոյ, Անթիլիաս, 

Լիբանան, 1986), էջ 35՜38ւ 

8 ովհաննէս Ց՚22 ես 30, Հ ռոմ ա յեց ինե րոսն 14֊10, ^ ո րն թա ց էնե րոսն 5>10: 

14֊6: 

լշ ■ ■ ^ 

հ^ոսնդ. ար,քայոս^եան խորհրդանշան ըեծայոսած ԼԼսաոսեոյ էէողմէ [^եսոն Ա թա գասորին։ 

Տ. Der Nersessian, “The Kingdom of Cilician Armenia,” A History of the Crusades, ed. K. M. Setton 
(Philadelphia, 1962), Vol. II, pp. 630-659. 

Ռոսբինեան հարսաոսթեան ոսթերորդ Պարոնն էր Լեսոն^ որ բազմեցաս Հայկական ^էէէկէոյ դահին վրայ\ 
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THREE NEW BOOKS ON 
MODERN ARMENIAN COINS AND CURRENCY 



Gevorg Moughalyan, Hayastani Dramakan Togharkoumnere (Yerevan: Republic of 
Armenia Central Bank, 2005), 128 pages (Monetary Issues of Armenia, in Armenian). 

Gevorg Moughalyan, Hayastani Dramakan Togharkoumnere (Yerevan: Republic of 
Armenia Central Bank, 2008), 200 pages (Monetary Issues of Armenia, in Armenian). 

Susanna Petrosyan, Lusine Ayvazyan, and Nune Teryan, Collector Coins of the Republic 
of Armenia 2010 (Yerevan: Republic of Armenia Central Bank, 2011), 36 pages (in 
English). 


The coins and paper money issued since Armenia declared independence in 1991 have 
attracted an enthusiastic audience. The number of these now exceeds well over 100 different 
types with a wide variety of themes. Happily, the Central Bank of Armenia is making useful 
numismatic information about these issues available on an ongoing basis. Three recently 
published books, Monetary Issues of Armenia (2005), Monetary Issues of Armenia (2008), and 
Collector Coins of the Republic of Armenia 2010, are among the fruits of this effort. 

The first two books are written in Armenian by Central Bank official Gevorg Moughalyan. 
Each contains descriptive information on individual coins and currency notes, including those 
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issued for general circulation as well as commemoratives, beginning in 1993. The 2005 and 2008 
editions differ mostly in that the first covers issues up to the year 2005 and the second extends the 
coverage to 2008. Authoritative descriptions, illustrations, and technical data (such as metallic 
composition, diameter, weight, number of examples struck, name of the artist or designer, the 
mint where the coin was struck, and even the dates of authorization and release) are given for 
each issue. Similar details, including watermarks, are provided for paper currency notes. The 
first several pages are devoted to an introduction by the author and a historical survey of 
Armenian money from ancient times to the twentieth century. Covered in this overview are 
ancient and medieval coins, twentieth century paper currency, and the three USSR coins (issued 
from 1989 to 1991) commemorating the 1988 earthquake, the Matenadaran Manuscript Institute, 
and David of Sassoun. 

No collector of the modern series should overlook these publications, since the informative 
technical data and specifications are not available anywhere else in such a convenient format. 
Locating copies, however, may prove challenging; the press run of the 2005 edition was only 300 
examples and just 500 for the 2008 edition. While the coverage is accurate and authoritative, 
readers may find Moughalyan’s writing style a bit stiff, and occasionally he uses terminology that 
might be unfamiliar to readers fluent in western Armenian. 

It is necessary to point out that on page 8 of both the 2005 and 2008 volumes the medieval 
silver tram of Levon I which is illustrated is not a genuine coin, but in fact an often encountered 
modern forgery, described by Bedoukian as having been made by a jeweler in Antakya 
(Bedoukian 775). The same forgery is also used to illustrate the cover of the 2005 edition. 

Collector Coins of the Republic of Armenia 2010 departs from the two earlier publications in 
scope, language and format. Coverage of this English-language book is limited to the 16 
commemorative coins issued in year 2010. Here, each coin with its description, technical details, 
and extensive historical background is presented on individual pages in an attractive full-color 
album-like format. A checklist of earlier commemoratives (1994-2010) arranged by thematic 
group, and a table of coin emissions planned for 2011-2012, are included in appendices. Two 
pages are devoted to the 2010 coin design competition and winning designers, and two pages to 
foreign mints which have struck coins for Armenia. An introductory statement by Arthur 
Javadyan, chairman of the Central Bank, describes this book as a “regular journal” for collectors 
which will appear on a periodic basis. Any collector would be pleased to have one of the just 500 
copies that were printed. 

Among the interesting facts to be noted in these volumes is that Armenia has so far not 
established its own minting or currency printing facility. According to Suren Simonyan, head of 
the Money Cycle Regulation Department at the Central Bank, in 2010 Armenia’s coins were 
struck at mints in the Netherlands, Finland, Poland and Germany. 

These three volumes are important additions to Armenian numismatic literature and are 
essential guides that every collector interested in the modern issues will want to own. They offer 
the hope that, a century from now, essential details about Armenia’s money will not disappear 
into the memory hole. 


Reviewed by L. A. SARYAN, Ph.D. 
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LETTERS 


Numismatic Highlights in Yerevan 


Levon Saryan and I had the opportunity to travel to Armenia together during the last 
week of July 2013, and inevitably we had some very nice numismatic adventures that I 
would like to share with readers of Armenian Numismatic Journal. 

On July 26, we toured major museums around Yerevan. Around noon, we arrived at 
the Armenian Genocide Museum and Institute, now part of the growing Martyrs Monu- 
ment complex at Tsitsernakabert. We were met by the director, Hayk Demoyan, who 
invited us into his office for a surprise presentation. Mr. Demoyan presented Levon with 
the Institute’s limited edition Franz Werfel gold medal, in recognition of his generosity in 
donating four unique original photographs of Armenian national hero Soghomon Tehliri- 
an to the museum’s collection. It was a moving moment and brought tears to Dr. Sar- 
yan’ s eyes, as he recounted the story of how he had been entrusted with a national treas- 
ure and wanted to be certain that it would be preserved for the benefit of future genera- 
tions. 

Later that same afternoon, we visited the State History Museum of Armenia, where 
we received a focused tour led by numismatist Armine Zohrabian. At the conclusion of 
our tour we were permitted to visit the numismatic cabinet, now under the direction of 
Ruben Vardanyan. Vardanyan conducts active research on early Armenian coins and 
has written important numismatic books and articles. We enjoyed a vigorous conversa- 
tion about a number of interesting but still uncertain Armenian coins. Ruben brought out 
some coins for us to examine, including a Levon II baronial issue in extremely fine con- 
dition. The curators also showed us the dies used to strike coins in Cilicia. 

On July 31, we again had an opportunity to spend time with Vardanyan and his staff 
where we continued our conversation and shared e-mail addresses for farther communi- 
cation. It was interesting to leam, for example, that Vardanyan regularly participates in 
archaeological excavations that take place during the summer months. I suggested that 
Ruben might be able to provide an opportunity for Armenians from all over to pay a fee 
and come to Armenia to dig with him. The discoveries would continue to enrich the 
wonderful collection in the Armenian State Museum. Perhaps, under Ruben’s direction, 
the new ancient coins found would shed new light for collectors hungry for fresh infor- 
mation. These participants, by paying a fee to dig along with other professional archeol- 
ogists, would provide much needed funds for the numismatic department. 

It was refreshing to see that exhibits in Yerevan’s major museums have been re- 
vamped and updated to modern standards, with new display cabinets and much improved 
lighting. We were able to view the Artavasdes II silver tetradrachm and many other im- 
portant coins that were on display. It is comforting to know that numismatic investiga- 
tions are continuing, although it is also worth mentioning that the numismatic cabinet re- 
quires more space and a few more staff members in order to better accomplish its mis- 
sion. Charles A. Hajinian, DDS 
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Fig. 1. Ruben Vardanyan, Numismatic curator at the 
History Museum of Armenia (1 to r.), Levon Saryan 
and Charles Hajinian at the Numismatic Cabinet 


Fig. 2. Numismatic Cabinet staff members (1 to r.), 
Ruben Vardanyan, Hasmik Hovhannisyan and 
Armine Zohrabian 



Fig. 3. Levon Saryan (left) receives the Werfel Medal from Haik 
Demoyan, Director of the Armenian Genocide Museum and 
[nstitute 



Fig. 4. Coinage trussel die 
fi'om Cilician Armenia in 
the History Museum 
collection 


Charles A. Hajinian, Numismatic Highlights in Yerevan 
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METROLOGY OF COPPER COINAGE OF 
THE ARTAXIADS OF ARMENIA 

Artavasdes IV and Augustus (A.D. 4-6) 


No. CAA Metrological Data Source 
ACV wt.-diam.-die axis 


Artavasdes-Augustus 

Copper 
4 Chalci 

1 164 6.64g-2O0-12h CAA164Er 

Avg. = 6.64g weight 

Avg. = 20mm diameter 

Avg. = l/12h die axis orientation 

1 Chalcus 

2 181 3.37g-17.50-12h HM 

Avg. = 3.37g weight 

Avg. = 17.5mm diameter 

Avg. = l/12h die axis orientation 

Tot.Avg. = IO.OIh- 2 = 5. Olg weight 
Tot.Avg. = 37.5-2 = 18.75mm diameter 
Tot.Avg. = 2/12h die axis orientation 


No. CAA Metrological Data Source 
ACV wt.-diam.-die axis 



1 2 
Coin No. 


Ch. 17.1, Artavasdes IV - Augustus 


Table 17. 1, Number of coins used to calculate the average 
weights of Artavasdes fV and Agustus coppers 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

yE Coin Weight 

Artavasdes-Augustus 

2 

5.01g 

TOTAL 

2 



Table 17.2, Number of coins used to calculate the average 

diameters of Artavasdes fV and Agustus coppers 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

yE Coin Diameter 

Artavasdes-Augustus 

2 

18.75mm 

TOTAL 

2 
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Table 17.3, Number of coins used to calculate the average die axis orientation of 

Artavasdes IV and Agustus coppers 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

AE Die Axis Orientation 

Artavasdes-Augustus 

2 

2/12h 

TOTAL 

2 




Chart 17.2, Average weights of Artavasdes IV and Agustus copper coins (grams) 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 

3 NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Tsop‘q‘i hay t‘agaworut‘ian dramnerg [Coinage of the Armenian 
Kingdom of Sophene (ca. 260-70 B.C.)] - Ծոփքի հայ թ-ագաւորութ-եան դրամները, գրեց 
Եղի ԼԱ Ներսէսեան. Haigazian Armenological Review, Vol. 33 (2013), pp. 47-65, pis. 1-3. In 
Armenian with English summary. 

An historical reference is given for each king and all of his known copper coins are catalogued in his cor- 
pous. The reverses display the following design: Sames (ca. 260 B.C.), thyrsos of Dionsysos; Arsames I (ca. 
240 B.C.), horseman with two varieties, horse’s head, and winged thunderbolt; Arsames II (ca. 230 B.C.), 
horseman, nude figure standing and facing, eagle where the king’s bust is left and right, and caps of Dioscuri 
where the king’s bust is left and right; Xerxes (ca. 220 B.C.), Victory, Athena seated and standing; 
Abdissares (ca. 210 B.C.), eagle and horse’s head; Zariadres (ca. 190 B.C.), deity (Anahit ?); Arkathius (ca. 
190-175 B.C.), Nike; Morphilig (ca. 150 B.C.), deity (Anahit ?); Artanes (ca. 70 B.C.), no coins; Arsaces 
(after 70 B.C.), no coins. Metrological data and legends are published. Author 

Պատմական ուրուագիծ մը տրուած է իւրաըանչիւր թագալորին համար և բոլոր ծանօթ պղնձեայ 
դրամները դասասորուած են իր ըորփուսին մէջ. կռնակներուն վրայ պատկերուաե են 

հետևեալներր- Աամէս {շուրջ 260 ՆՔ ), պղինձ մը, Գիոնիսոսի մականը- Արշամ Ա {շուրջ 240 Ն֊ -fi-), 

ձիաւոր պատկերատիպի երկու տարբերակներով, ձիու գլուխ, և թևաւոր կայեակ- Արշամ P {շուրջ 
230 Ն Ք ), ձիաւոր, կանգնաե ու հանդիպահայեաց մերկ անձ մը, արեիլ ուր արքայի կիսանդրին 
ուղղուած է դէպի ձախ ու աջ, և Դիոսկուրիի գդակները ուր արքայի կիսանդրին ուղղուաե է դէպի 
ձախ ու աջ, 'թսերքսէս {շուրջ 220 Ցաղթանակ, Աթենասը նստած ու կանգնած- Արդիսարէս 

{շուրջ 210 Ն արծիւ և ձիու գլուխ- Զարեհ {շուրջ 190 Ն -P-), դիցուհի {Անահիտ ?)• Արկաթիաս 
{շուրջ 190-175 Ն -P-), Ցաղթանակ, Մորփիլիկ {շուրջ 150 Ն -P-), դիցուհի {Անահիտ ?). Արտանկս {շուրջ 
70 Ն-Ք-), դրամ շէ գտնուած- Արշակ (70 % թ- ետք), դրամ չէ գտնոլած- Հրատարակուած են 
չափագիտական տուեալներն ու խորադրութիւններրյ Հեղին կր 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

Phone: 562-695-0380, e-mail: ArmNumSoc@aol.com 

8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, USA 

SALE 


PUBLICATIONS SALE 

SPl. Bedoukian, Paul Z. Selected Numismatic Studies [I], 1981, xxxvi, 570 pp., 72 pis., clothbound PRICE 

(For Vol. II see SPIO), retail $35.00 $10.0 

SP2. Nercessian, Y. T. Attribution and Dating of Armenian Bilingual Trams. 1983, 36 pp., 12 pis., 

card covers, retail $6.75 2.00 

SP3. Nercessian, Y. T. Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature. 1984, 729 pp., 

clothbound, retail $50.00 10.00 

SP4. Bedoukian, Paul Z. Coinage of the Armenian Kingdoms of Sophene and Commagene. 1985, 37 

pp., 2 pis., card covers, retail $6.00 2.00 

SP5. Bedoukian, Paul Z. Armenian Coin Hoards. 1987, 64 pp., 6 pis., card covers, retail $8.00 2.00 

SP6. Nercessian, Y. T. Bank Notes of Armenia. 1988, 224 pp., 192 pi., clothbound, retail $30.00 8.00 

SP7. Bedoukian, Paul Z. A Hoard of Copper Coins of Tigranes the Great and a Hoard of Artaxiad 

Coins. 1991, 30 pp., 2 pis., card covers, retail $5.50 1.00 

SP8 Nercessian, Y. T. Armenian Coins and Their Values. 1995, 256 pp., 48 pis., cloth/bound OUT of 

PRINT, author’s personal stock 50.00 

SP9. Nercessian, Y. T. Armenian Numismatic Studies [I]. 2000, viii, 678 pp., 96 pis., clothbound (For 

Vol. II see SP15), retail $75.00 18.00 

SPIO. Bedoukian, Paul Z. Selected Numismatic Studies II. 2003, viii, 376 pp, 61 pis., clothbound (for 

Vol. I see SPl), retail $57.00 10.00 

SPll. Nercessian, Y. T. Silver Coinage of the Artaxiad Dynasty of Armenia. 2006, x, 212 pp., 96 

p..Is., clothbound, retail $60.00 10.00 

SP12. Nercessian, Y. T. Armenian Coin Auctions. OP. Author’s copy, vi, 118 pp., 8'/2 xll” format., SOLD 

card covers OUT 

SP13 Nercessian, Y. T. Metrology of Cilician Armenian Coinage. OP. Author’s personal stock, 

2007, xiv, 161 pp., 8'/2xl 1” format., card covers 35.00 

SP14. Nercessian, Y. T. Catalogue of Armenian Coins Collected by Y.T. Nercessian. OP. Author’s 

personal stock, 2008, Iviii, 387 pp., 128 pis. clothbound 80.00 


SPl 5. Nercessian, Y. T. Armenian Numismatic Studies II. 2009, xii, 580 pp., 60 pis., clothbound (For 

Vol. I see SP9), retail $50.00 յշ qo 

SP9 + SP15 (ANS I & ANS II), retail $125.00 ......’.7...!. 2o!oO 

ANJ4. Essays on Armenian Numismatics in Memory of Father Clement Sibilian on the Centennial 
of His Death, Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. IV (1978), 167 pp., XXI pis., card 

covers, retail $30.00 15 00 

ANJ15. Studies in Honor of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian, Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. XV 

(1989), 192 pp, illus., card covers, retail $30.00 10.00 


Armenian Numismatic Journal 

—Volumes F(1975) each volume. 

—Volumes II, III, V , VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, XVI, XVII each volume 

—Volumes XVIII (1992), XIX (93), XX (94), XXI (95) each volume 

—Volumes XXII (1996), XXIII (97), XXIV (98), XXV (99) each volume 

-Volumes XXVI (2000), XXVII, XXVIII , XXIX (03), XXX (04) each volume. 

—Volumes I (2005) to 3 (2007), Series II each volume. 

-Volumes 4 (2008), 5 (2009), 6 (2010), 7 (201 1) Series II each volume. 

—Volumes 8 (2012), 9 (2013) Series II each volume. 


-Volumes I (1975) to 35 (2009), thirty-five volumes, unbound (US Ship, Ins. $20.00) 

- Volumes I to V (1975-1979), cloth bound (one month bindery time), us shipping $io 

-Volumes VI-X (1980-1984), cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $io 

-Volumes XI-XV (1985-1989), cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $10 

-Volumes XVI-XX (1990-1994), cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $10 

-Volumes XXI-XXV (1995-1 999), cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $10 

-Volumes XXVI-XXX (2000-2004), cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $10 

-Volumes 1 (31) to 5 (35), (2005-09), Series II, cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $10 
-Volumes I (1975) to 35 (2009), thirty-five volumes, cloth bound (US Ship, Ins. $25.00) 

SUPERSEDES ALL PREVIOUS LISTS 


5.00 

8.00 
10.00 

25.00 

30.00 

30.00 

40.00 

45.00 

637.00 

112.00 

86.00 

115.00 
92.00 

155.00 

195.00 

215.00 

970.00 


US shipping cost, add $7 for first book, $2 for each additional book. PREPAYMENT REQUIRED. California residents please add 
appropriate sales tax. Minimum order $25. OP=Out of print. Discounted price applies to all parties. Jan 2014 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

Phone: 562-695-0380, e-mail: ArmNumSoe@aol.com 

8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, USA 

SALE 

Bedoukian Publications SALE 

Bl, Bedoukian, Paul Z., Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia. London: Royal Numismatic PRICE 

Society, Special Publication, No. 10, 1978, 81 pp., 8 pis., clothbound, retail 30.00 $8.00 

B2. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Coinage of Cilician Armenia. Danbury, CT: 1979, xxxie, 494 pp., 12 

pis., clothbound, retail 45.00 10.00 

B3. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Coins and Medals: An Exhibition from the Collection of Dr. 

Paul Z. Bedoukian — Ցուցահանդէս Տք. Զարեհ Պտուկեանի հաւաքածոյէն. New 
York: Museum of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, 1971, [24 pp.], bilingual, 
illus. in black and white, 8.5"x7", card covers. OP. Nercessian’s personal stock, retail 5.00 3.00 

B4. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Books: An Exhibition of Early Printings 1 512-1700, from the 
Collection of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian — Տ/ոցահածդէս հայերէն հնատիպ գրքերու Տոքթ. 

Ջարեհ Պտուկեանի հաւաքածոյէն. New York: Amienian Museum of the Diosese of the 
Armenian Church of America, 1975, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in black and white, 8.5"x7", SOLD 

card covers. OP. Nercessian’s personal stock, retail OUT 

B5. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Thirty Centuries of Armenian Metal Art: An Exhibition from the 
Collection of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian — Երեսուն դարու հայ արուեստ մետաղի. 
Ցուցահանդես Տք. Փպ Զ- Պտուկեանի հաւաքածոյէն. New York: AGBU Gallery, 

1978, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in black and white, 8.5"x7", card cover, originally retail $5.00 1 .00 

B6. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Woven Art: An Exhibition from the Collection of Dr. Paul Z. 
Bedoukian — Հայ հիւսուածեղենի արուեստ. Ցուցահանդէս Տոքթ. Փպ Ջ- 
Պտուկեանի հաւաքածոյէն. New York: AGBU Gallery, 1980, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in 

COLOR, 8.5"x7", card covers, originally retail $12.50 2.00 

B7. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Ceramic Art: An Exhibition from the Collections of Tina & 

Har outline Hazarian, Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian - Հայ յախճապակիի արուեստ- 
Ցուցահանդէս Արթինա եւ Յարութիւն Հազարեանի եւ Տոքթ. Փպ Զ- Պտուկեանի 
հաւաքածոներէն. New York: Armenian Museum, 1982, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in 

COLOR, 8.5"x7", card covers, originally retail $12.50 2.00 

B8. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Հպանտա կոխուած 18րդ դարու հայ մետաչները — Eighteenth 
Century Armenian Medals Struck in Holland. Venice: Mekhitarist Press, 24 pp., 7"x9.5", 
card covers, 24 pp., illus. in black and white, 3 pp. English summary. Reprinted from SOLD 
Bazmavep, 1977/3-4, pp. 728-751. Card covers OUT 

Armenian Numismatic Society Offprints and Medals 

OP2. “Overstruck and Countermarked Coins of the Artaxiad Dynasty of Armenia,” by Nercessian 

and Saryan, an offprint of ANJ, Vol. XXII (1996), pp. 23-62, pis. I-VI. US 1st class Ship. $3. 10.00 

OP3. “Silver Coins of Tigranes II of Armenia,” by Y. T. Nercessian, an offprint of ANJ, Vol. 

XXVI (2000), Nos. 3-4, pp. 43-108, pis. 1-10. US first class shipping $3.00 10.00 

Ml.Bedoukian, P. Z. Silver proof medal, 39 mm diameter, 1 troy ounce. Obv. portrait of 

Bedoukian; Rev. logo of ArmNS (2000). Please read the note below. US shipping $6 52.00 

M2.Nercessian, Y. T. Silver proof medal, 39 mm diameter, 1 troy ounce. Obv. portrait of 
Nercessian; Rev. logo of ArmNS (2005). Numbered, certificate of authenticity. Please read 

the note below. US shipping. $6 55.00 

Note. The price of silver medals is subject to change based on the market fluctuations, +/- 1.00 
per ounce of bullion silver. The reference price is $25.00 per ounce of bullion silver. For 
example, if the bullion silver value increased to $30.00, add $5 to the posted medal price; if 
decreased to $20.00, then subtract $5 from the medal price. 

SUPERSEDES ALL PREVIOUS LISTS 


US shipping cost, add $7 for first book, $2 for each additional book. PREPAYMENT REQUIRED. California residents please 
add appropriate sales tax. Minimum order $25. OP=Out of print.. Discounted price applies to all parties. Jan. 2014 
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LETTERS AND E-MAILS TO THE EDITOR 

The 250th issue of the Shekel is now being printed in Israel, and we expect to receive them in a few 
weeks. I have attached a digital copy that includes the article that you are interested in. Please advise if this 
will suffice or if you need a printed copy as well. If you would like to reprint this article in your journal, I 
grant you permission if you give proper credit to the author, AINA [American Israel Numismatic Associa- 
tion, Inc.] and indicate our website www.theshekel.org . Mel Wacks, President 

From the copies of your correspondence with Mel Wacks, I understand you will be reprinting my arti- 
cle on the 'Herodian Kings of Armenia' in the Armenian Numismatic Journal. This is a great honor for me 
especially as I was inspired by your excellent work in Armenian Coins and Their Values. 

I would like to point out that the editor of the Shekel omitted one coin illustration, of Tigranes VI, 
which I thought was important to the article. It was supposed to appear after the paragraph about Tigranes 
VI, ending with "... may simply be propaganda devices." This location is below the illustration of the silver 
didrachm of Nero. I attach the missing photo to this email as FIG. 7, and if it is possible, please include it in 
your reprint. It is ACV {Armenian Coins and Their Values) 162, an AE 20 mm. It is a fine looking coin and 
will make the article much better. 

When it is published please send me 3 offprints for my files. My mailing . . . Marvin Tameanko 


OBITUARY 

Valerie Mubayajyan 
30-IV-1939֊t22֊n-2014 

Սրտի դասն կակիծով կը գուժենք հայ դրամագետ Պրն. Վալերի Մուբայաջեանի 
մահուան բօթը: Հանգուցեալը կր տառապեր քաղցկեղեն; Ինք հեղինակած ե հայ 
դրամագիտական գիրքեր: 


ՀԴՀ 2013-ի թիվ 4 պլրակում, նամակների բաժնում, կալւդացի Պրն. Սևլտւգյանի' Ձեզ ուղղված 
նամակը, որտեղ նա գլտւմ է, ոյւ մտաւլյտւթյուն է ունեցել Հայաստանին նվյւրելիր ժողովածուն, բայց 
2005-ին այցելելով Հայաստան, հիասթափվել է ժալովյւղ[ւ մեջ իշխալ կապիտալիստական 
մտայնությունից; Այդ տպավոյտւթյունը հարգարժան պայտնի մոտ ավեփ է ամրապնդվել' ոլտշ 
հայրենակից նեյփ հետ զյսււյցներից հետո: 

Այոլյոք Պրն. Սևրուգյանն այցելե՞լ է Հայաստանի պատմության թանգալւան: Իյւեն հետաքրքյտւլ 
խնդյփ մասին' նա կայսպ էր ավեփ իլւական և նույնական պատկերացում ստանալ հենց 
թանգայւանում, պւը Հայաստանի մշակութային արժեքնեյփ զգափ մասի, այդ թվում' Սփյուռքի 
հարյուրավոր հայլւենակյւցներից վեյւջին տասնամյակների ընթացքում ստացված հազարավոր 
նվլղւատվությունների, գլխավոր շտեմարանն է: Դրանք ապա1տվ պահվում են, ղրանց մի մասը 
ներկայացված է թանգալւանի ցուցապտւթյուևոնմ, և այդ նյութերն աստիճանաբար ուսումնասիրվում 
ու հրատարակվում են թանգալւանի աշխատակիցների կախից: Դրամագիտության բաժինը, 
մասնավորապես, իր ժալովածոփց նյութեր է տրամադրել նաև այլ գիտնականների, գոյություն 
ունեցւպ պտշակի կարգի սահմաններում: — > 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Soci- 
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@aol.com ). Associate Editors, W. Gewenian and T. Nercessian, Corresponding Editors, L. A. 
Saryan. Non-member subscriptions $70/80 per year. ISSN 0884-0180 — LCCN 85-649443 
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Letters 


LETTERS AND E=MAILS TO THE EDITOR 

Ես չեմ կաւսպ պնդել, որ Պրն. Սեւտւգյանը փոխի իր մաաւլրությունը, բայց ե անընդունեփ եմ 
համայտւմ Հայաստանյան իրականության բոլոր բնագավառների ու հաստատությունների 
վերաբերյալ թյուր կայւծիք տարածելր: Ռուբեն Վայպանյան 

In the letters section of ANJ 2013 No. 4, I read Mr. Sevrugyan’s letter addressed to you, where he 
writes that he had an intention to donate his collection to Armenia, but he visited Armenia in 2005 and 
“was sad about the imբression that բeoբle there have embraced a caբitalistic mentality in its crudest man- 
ner”. Well, and other compatriots to whom he talked have asserted this impression and this made him 
change his original plan to let Armenia have all his collections. 

Has Mr. Sevrugian ever visited the History Museum of Armenia? He could get a more realistic and au- 
thentic picture about the matters interesting him right in the Museum, which is the main repository for a 
significant part of the Armenian cultural heritage and includes thousands of donations made in recent dec- 
ades from hundreds of compatriots of the Diaspora. These museum pieces are kept secure; part of them is 
exhibited at the Museum. These cultural treasures are gradually studied and published by the Museum’s 
scientific staff The Numismatic Department, in particular, has always provided materials from its collec- 
tion to other scientists as well, within the limits of certain regulations. 

I cannot insist that Mr. Sevrugian changed his mind, but I consider the spreading of distorting opinions on 
all spheres and institutions in Armenian reality unacceptable. Ruben Vardanyan 

Ստացա Ձեր ոսլարկած փաթեթը ԼԴԼ 2014-ի աոաջին պրակով և հրպվածների 
աոանձևատիպերով: Շևորհակաւություն: 

Այս անգամ ևս, Դուք անակնկալ էիք պատրաստել ինձ համար: 1սոսքս շայտարարության 
մասին է, որը տարավեել է 2,այ Դրամագիտական Ընկերակցության և Ձեր անունից: 

Ինձ զարմացրեց հայտարարության ոազմատեևչ ոճը: Արդյո ք ընկերակցության բոլոր 
անդամները միահամուո պաշտպաևել են հայտարարության մեջ արտահայտված մտքերը: Չի 
եղել գեթ մեկը, որն այլ կարծիք ունի: Մի թե գիտական հարցերը հայտարարություններով են 
վճովում: Եվ ի նչ է նշանակում րլոկստր Զարեհ Պաուկյանր կդիմեր ձայաստանի Պատութան 
19աևգարաևի անօրենին և հետ կպահանջեր իր նվերը: 19ոսևգարաևի անօրենը չի բոնաևում 
գիտական հետագոտություևևերի ազատության վրա, և չեմ հավատում, թե երջանկահիշատակ 
Ջ. Պաուկյանր կարոդ էր դիմել նման «պատժիչ արշավանքի» ձայասաաևի Պատմութան 
Թանգարանի դեմ, եթե անգամ չընդուներ այդ դրամների մասին իմ արտահայտած տեսակետը: 

Կարելի էր ավելին ասել հայտարարության մեջ արտահայտված սադրիչ ե անհեոատես 
մտքերի մասին, բայց սահմանափակվում եմ այսքաևով, քանի որ, իմ խորին համոգմամբ, 
գիտական հարցերի քննարկումը պետք է ընթանա միմիայն գիտական մակարդակում: 

Ռուբեն Վարդանյան 

I received the package you sent: ANJ No. 1 (2014) and offprints of articles. Thank you. 

Once again, you prepared a surprise for me. I'm talking about the Announcement that you made on be- 
half of the Armenian Numismatic Society and the ANJ Editor. 

I was surprised at its aggressive style. Did all members of the Society unanimously support the thoughts 
expressed in the Announcement? Wasn’t there a single person who had a different opinion? Do you think 
that scientific issues are decided by an Announcement? And what does it mean - “Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian 
would protest to the director of the History Museum of Armenia and may well reգuest the return of the gold 
coin that he donated”? The Museum's director does not suppress the freedom of scientific research, and I do 
not believe that the late Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian would have gone to the «punitive expedition» against the 
History Museum of Armenia even if he had not accepted my opinion about these coins. 

I could say more about provocative and short-sighted ideas expressed in the Announcement, but I'm 
limiting myself, because in my deepest conviction, the discussion of scientific questions should take place 
only on a scientific level. Ruben Vardanyan 
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PRE- CORONATION TRAMS OF LEVON Ո 


Y. T. NERCESSIAN Plate 7 

ffistorical Backgroimd to Numismatic Literature 

In 1266 there was a war between the Mamluks and Armenians. King Hetoum I was 
visiting the Ilkhanids in Iran. During the war the two sons of Hetoum, Toros and 
Levon, raised an army to meet the enemy. Prince Toros was killed and Levon was 
taken prisoner. In 1269, Levon returned from Mamiuk captivity.' In the same year, 
Hetoum I retired to a monastery and died on October 28, 1270. Levon II (1270-1289), 
became the next king of Cilician Armenia. Levon II trams with Queen Zabel and King 
Hetoum design, but with legend ԼԵԻՈՆ (Levon), were apparently struck during a period 
between the retirement of Hetoum I and the coronation of Levon II (January 6, 1271). 

The pre-coronation coin of Hetoum-Zabel design type was mentioned and catalogued 
for the first time by Paul Z. Bedoukian in 1962;^ not surprisingly, only six examples 
were listed. Throughout all known Armenian numismatic works, no one had 
mentioned this type of coin of Levon H. As early as 1843,® the new silver tram and copper 
kardez of Levon II were published in a major Armenian numismatic work. 

The pre-coronation tram of Levon II is an extremely rare coin, and the design is 
similar to the later silver trams of Queen Zabel and King Hetoum. It is possible that 
some collectors who do not read Armenian may have this coin, but not realize it. Also, 
the inscription may not be easy to read unless the coin is well struck, the king’s name is 
legible, and well preserved. It is possible that this type of coin is more plentiful than the 
examples offered in present catalogue suggest. 

In 1971, Bedoukian published a summarized handbook dedicated to medieval 
Armenian coins. ^ One example of a Levon II pre-coronation tram was included. Since 
then, for two decades, it was not mentioned in any numismatic literature. 

In 1995, Y. T. Nercessian published his book, Armenian Coins and Their Values.^ 
He catalogued one single example of Levon II pre-coronation tram. He noted that there 
are 14 known examples. 


'For historical background on Levon II see Vahan M. Kurkjian, Ճ History of Armenia (New York, 1974), 
pp. 246-250; Jacques de Morgan, The History of the Armenian People (Boston, 1965), pp. 237-240; Sirarpie Der 
Nersessian, “The Kingdom of Cilician Armenia,” A History of the Crusades, Vol. II (Philadelphia, 1962), pp. 
654-655. 

Paul Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia [hereafter CCA] (New York, 1962; Armenian edition 
Vienna, 1963; revised English edition, Danbury, Connecticut, 1979), p. 290, Nos. 1424-1427. 

® Albrecht Krafft, “Armenische Mtinzen der rupenischen Dynastie in Cilicien,” Anzeige-Blatt fur 
Wissenschaft und Kunst (1843), No. CIII, pp. 1-29, pis. I-II. 

^ Paul Z. Bedoukian, Medieval Armenian Coins (Paris, 1971), reprinted from Revue des Etudes 
Armeniennes, New Series, Vol. VIII (1971), p. 33; also in SNS [I], p. 222, No. 60. 

® Y. T. Nercessian, Armenian Coins and Their Values [AC\H (Los Angeles, 1995), 254 pp., 48 pis. 
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In 2004, M.-L. Garabedian published the Zoubov collection of Roupenian coins, where 
she listed an example of Levon II pre-coronation tram. There was no illustration, but the 
metrological data was published.® 

In 2008, the Catalogue of Armenian Coins collected by Y. T. Nercessian listed only 
one example of this էՅՓ®-’ 

The inventory of known Levon II pre-coronation tram has climbed to 22. The 
increase has been due to the appearance of this type of coin in auction catalogues and 
private collections. Sadly, photographs of four examples are not available to the author. 
Let us hope that after the publication of this brief study, some more examples of this 
extremely rare coin will surface. 

Other Levon II coins struck in silver and copper® are known, but are beyond the 
scope of this paper. 

Coin Description 

Obv.: Lion walking r., crowned, with 1. paw uplifted. No cross behind lion. No star 

under lion. Clockwise legend, 

֊ւԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅ (Levon king of the Armenians). 

On some scare varieties the legend reads, ԼԵ1ՈՆ ԹԱԳԱ I ՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ է (Levon is 
king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Queen Zabel standing on 1. facing. King Hetoum standing on r. facing. Both are 

crowned and wearing royal vestments, and holding a long cross. Clockwise 
legend, 

+ ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻ ԻԹԻՆ ԱՅ (by the will of God). 

Cataloguing the Coins 

Information on the pre-coronation coins of Levon II has been retrieved mostly from 
Bedoukian’s CCA, sale and auction catalogues, other scholarly works and papers, 
private collections, and the author’s collection. 

The aim of this paper is to bring together all of the known information on these 
coins. The present corpus has been prepared from printed photographs and author’s 
collection. 

Bedoukian’s classification, according to completeness of legend, was used to cata- 
logue the obverse-reverse inscriptions.® 

The first column in the catalogue gives the assigned specimen number. The second 
column references the corpus number of Bedoukian’s Coinage of Cilician Armenia. The 
reverse Armenian legend is at the top of the block of coins, starting with specimen num- 
ber. The reverse cross patterns are given in the fifth column. The obverse sign of cross 
and the Armenian inscription is printed in the third column. Metrological data is 
presented in the fourth column. The last column gives the source where each coin is 
preserved or listed. 


® M. L. Garabedian, “B. V. Zoubov’s Roupenian Coin Collection,” Part III (Levon II, Hetoum II, Smpad, 
Gosdantin I), Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XXX (2004), No. 2, pp. 29-44. 

^ Catalogue of Armenian Coins Collected by Y. T. Nercessian, (Los Angeles, 2008), 387 pp., 128 pis. 

® For coinage of Levon II see Bedoukian, CCA, Nos. 1424-1554; Nercessian, ACV, Nos. 367-393. 

® Bedoukian, CCA, p. 290, Nos. 1424-1427. 
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Pre-coronation Trams of Levon II 


CATALOGUE 


No. 

CCA 

Reverse Legend 


W-D-A 

(g-mm-h) 

Reverse 

Cross 

Source 

+ԿԱՐՈՂՈ 1— Թ1Ն ԱՅ է 






Ի 

1424 

❖ԼԵ 1 ՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ 

ՀԱՅՈՑ է 


+ ^ 

AD 325 

2* 

1424 

ՀՎԵ I ՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ 

ՀԱՅՈՑ է 

2.83 

d 

CNG58 -1517 

3* 

1424 

❖ԼԵ 1 ՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ 

ՀԱՅՈՑ է 


4 

WM CCA1424 

+ԿԱՐՈՂՈ1- ԹԻՆ ԱՅ է 






4* 

1424 

❖ԼԵ 1 ՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ 

ՀԱՅՈ 

2.70-22-10 

4 

JC coll. 

+ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻ- ԻԹԻՆ ԱՅ 






5* 

1425 

«ԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ |ՈՐ 

1ԱՅՈ 

2.99 

4֊ 

CNG27-156 

+ԿԱՐՈՂՈ 1— ԻԹԻՆ ԱՅ 






6* 

1425V 

ՓԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ 

ՀԱՅՈ 

3.00-21-1 

^ 

CNG85-112, YN5966 

7* 

1427/26 +ԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱԻՈ 1 

ՀԱՅ 

2.96-21-7 

-H 

YNCatl217 

+ԿԱՐՈՂՈ-֊ ԻԹԻՆ ԱՅ 






8» 

1425 

*ԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ 

ՀԱՅՈ 


+֊ 

ANS, CCA1425 

9* 

1425 

ւյԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ 

ՀԱՅՈ 

2.76 

+֊ 

LS ACV368 

10 

1426 

+ԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ ՀԱՅ 


•f 

ANS, CCA 1426 

+ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻ- 

-1ԹԻՆ ԱՅ 






1Ի 

1426V 

ՓԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ 

ԱՅ 

3.02 

•H 

CNG36-816 

12» 

1426V 

ՓԼԵ |ՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ 

..3 

2.87 

4 

Slocum5 1 6 

13* 

1427 

ՓԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ 

Հ 

2.68-23-11:3 

+( 

JC coll. 

14» 

1427 

ՓԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ Հ 

3.00 

►5 

PB MAC60, 

15* 

1427 

ՓԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱ 1 ՈՐ 

Հ 

2.91 



Slocum5 1 5 

16* 

1427 

ՓԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ 

Հ 

2.96-21-7 

►5 

AD326 

17 

1427 

+ԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ 

Հ 


►J 

KK CCA 1427 

18 

1427 

+ԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ 

Հ 


հք 

PB CCA 1427 

19* 

1427 

ՓԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ 

Հ 


Չ 

CCA1427.AD327 

+ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻ֊ ԹԻՆ ԱՅ 






20* 

1427V 

ՓԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ 

ՀԱՅՈ 

2.88-20.8-8.5 

4 

CH coll. 

21* 

1427V 

ՓԼԵԻՈՆ 

ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ 

Հ 

2.97 

4 

CNG36-817 

+ԿԱՐՈՂՈ — 1 

ԹԻՆ ԱՅ 






22 

1427V 

+ԼԵԻՈՆ 

...ԱԻՈՐ Հ 


2.75-23-5 

4֊ 

Zu-Ill֊l 
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Y. T. Nercessian 


We would like to make a comment about the quality of some coin pictures. All pho- 
tographs reproduced and printed in this paper are the only known coin pictures 
available available to us. Our aim has been to catalogue and illustrate as many pictures 
as we could. Unfortunately, the photographic quality of many of the coins illustrated 
leaves a lot to be desired. However, because of the rarity of these coins, we tried to 
include all of the published photographs. 

Stylistic Analysis 

The design of pre-coronation trams of Levon II is quite uniform. On the obverse is a 
crowned lion walking right with left paw uplifted. The inscription includes Levon’s 
name inscribed in Armenian. The most conspicuous difference is noticed in the cross 
patterns of the inscription circle (see the catalogue). 

The reverse design depicts Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing and holding a 
long cross. However, there are very minor design variations with the long cross, as 
tabulated in the catalogue. No significant difference is noticed from the conventional 
legends on Hetoum-Zabel trams. 

Metrology 

The metrology of pre-coronation trams have been published for 10 pieces in our 
metrology book.^° However, since we had a few extra pre-coronation trams in our present 
study, we thought it might be a good idea to double check the work done some years ago. 

The average weight of 15 pre-coronation trams is 2.89 grams, in the metrology book 
it is 2.89 grams for 10 pieces. 

The average diameter of 7 pre-coronation trams is 21.69 mm, in the metrology book 
it is 21 mm for one piece. 

The die axis orientation reading for Cilician Armenian coins have been erratic. 
We have 1/lh, l/5h, 2/7h, l/8:30h, 1/10, 1/11:30 for 7 coins. In our metrology book for one 
coin we have l/7h. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ACV — Nercessian, Y. T., Armenian Coins and Their Values [ACV] (Los Angeles, 1995), 
254 pp., 48 pis. 

AD — Asbed Donabedian Collection. Spink & Son, Ltd. “Ancient and Medieval Coins 
from the Collection of Professor Asbed Donabedian (1923-1993).” 

ANS — American Numismatic Society collection in New York. 

CCA — Paul Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia. New York: American 
Numismatic Society, Numismatic Notes and Monographs, No. 147, 1962. Revised 
edition, Danbury, Connecticut: 1979. Kilikian Hayastani dramner^ [Coinage of 
Cilician Armenia] - Կի[իկեաԶ Հայաստանի դրամները. Vienna: Mekhitarist Press, 
1963 (text in Armenian, the corpus and plates in English). 

CH — Chuck Hajinian collection. 


Nercessian, Metrology of Cilician Armenian Coinage ,-p.GG. 
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Plate 7 


Pre-coronation Trams of Levon II 


CNG — Classical Numismatic Group, Inc. Auction 27 (September 29, 1993), 36 (December 
5-6, 1995), 58 (September 19, 2001), 85 (September 15, 2010). 

KK — K. Kalajian collection. 

LS — Levon Saryan collection. 

MAC — Paul Z. Bedoukian, Medieval Armenian Coins (Paris, 1971), reprinted from 
Revue des Etudes Armeniennes, New Series, Vol. VIII (1971), pp. 365-431; also in 
SNS [I],pp. 191-268. 

PB — Paul Bedoukian collection. 

Slocum — Sotheby’s. The John J. Slocum Collection of Coins of the Crusades. London: 
March, 1997. 

SNS [I] — Paul Z. Bedoukian, Selected Numismatic Studies [SNS [I]]. Los Angeles: 
Armenian Numismatic Society, Special Publication, No. 1, 1981, 570 pp. 

WM — Mekhitarist Congregation collection in Vienna. 

YNCat — Catalogue of Armenian Coins Collected by Y. T. Nercessian. Los Angeles: 
Armenian Numismatic Society, Special Publication, No. 14, 2008, 387 pp., 128 pis. 

YN — Y. T. Nercessian collection. 

Zu — Garabedian, M. L., “P. V. Zubovi rubenian dramneri zhoghovatsun” [B. V. Zoubov’s 
Roupenian Coin Collection] - “Պ- Վ- Զո՚-բովի ուոէ-բենեան դրա մներէ ժ ողով ածուն y ” Part 
III (Levon II, Hetoum II, Smpad, Gosdantin I), Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. 
XXX (2004), No. 2, pp. 29-44. 


ԼԵԻՈՆ Բ-Ի ՆԱԽԱ-0ԾՄԱՆ ԳՐԱՄՆԵՐԸ 

[Ամփոփում] 


Ներկա j աշխատանքին նպատակը եղաե է համախմբել բոլոր տ ե ղե կո ւթ ի ւնն ե բ ը և 
պատրաստել րօրփուս մը Լևոն P —ի նա խա—օծման դըամնե ըու-ն՝. Ղ՝րամները դասաւո րուե ցան ըստ 
Զարեհ Պւ^ոլկեանի գործադրած խո րագըոլթեան ց ամբողջականութեան ծրագիրին, զոր կարելի 
է նշմարել իր ԿիլիկեաՏ Հայաստանի դրամները մենագրութեան ըօրփոս ին մէջ-, 

Լևոն p -ի նա ^ա—օծման դրամ ը հայ դրամ ագէտույՅ՚եան չափազանր հազուագէւտ դրամներէն 
մէկն է% 1962— Ջ^արեհ ^տուկեան աո.աջին անդամ հրատարակեր խնդրոյ աո,ա րկա յ դրամ ր էր 
Կխիկեան Հայասսւանի դրամները վէթխ^րէ րանաս է րութեան մէջ՝. 

Լևոն fi -է նախա — օծման դրամ ր նման է Հեթում թադաւորէն և Օ^աւղկլ թադուհէէն 
արծաթեայ դրամ էն’ սակայն վրայի ա րձանադրութ էւն ր «ԼԵ | ՈՆ ԹԱԳԱ | ՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ է» է։ 
Թերևս հալա րո ր դն ե րէն ոմանր որ չեն կարոդ հայերէն ա րձանադրութ էւն ր Ընթերցել 
հաւանարար չեն կա րողացած սոյն դրամ ր ճան^ալ իրենց հաւարածոյէն մէջ և վերադրել էր 
տէրակալէնւ Եթէ դրամ է հատանում ր վատորակ ա րձանադրութ էւն ր յստակ չէ^ կամ ալ լաւ 

պահպանուածութ էւն չունի դժուարին դործ է զայն զատորոշել Հե թում֊Զապէ լի հասարակ 
արծաթեայ դրամնե րկն\ 


1995-^1# \,երսէ սեան հրատարակեց էր ցրէը,թԸյ նուէրուած հայկական դրամներու շուկայական 
արժէրին-. Հոս յիշուած է, թէ Լևոն p -ի նա խա-օծման դրամին ըանակը 14 կտոր է։ Ներկայիս, 
ըստ մեը դաս ա Լ.Ո ը ութ ե ան 2013^b հաշուեկշիռը բաըձըացաե է 22 կտորի՝, Տ աւե լումնե ր ը 
յա յտնաբե րուաե են աճուրդային կատալոդներոլ ցուցակադրութ իւննե րէն և սեփական ժողովա- 
ծուներէն՝. է, թ._ Ներսէսեան 
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METROLOGY OF COPPER COINAGE OF 
THE ARTAXIADS OF ARMENIA 

Tigranes IV and Erato (2 B.C. - A.D. 1) 


No. CAA Metrological Data Source 
ACV wt.-diam.-die axis 


Fortune Seated 

4 Chalci 


1 

161 

9.65g-2O0 

ADTII-TIV22 

2 

161 

8.63g-17.50 

ADArtxZ12 

1 

178 

7.30 

Gomy2 12-2256 

3 

178 

6.78g-180-lh 

Kovacs 1-8 
KovacsIII- 1 6a 

4 

161 

6.46g 

CAA161JG 

5 

161 

6.34g 

CAA161PB 

6 

161 

6.2Og-190 

BS-TIV,Er 

7 

161 

6.03g 

CAA161PB 


Avg. = 50.09-7 = 7. 16g weight 
Avg. = 74.5-4 = 18.63mm diameter 
Avg. = 1/lh die axis orientation 


2 Chalci 


8 

161 

5.75g- 18.30 

ADArtxZg 

9 

161 

5.63g- 19.60- 

12h Erl9031/28 

10 

161 

5.63g 

CAA161PB 

11 

161 

5.49g 

CAA161BN 

12 

178 

5.12g-160-12h YNCat270 

13 

178 

4.82g-180 

CNG46-698 

14 

161 

4.O5g-17.50 

ADArtxZlO 


Avg. = 36.49-7 = 5.2 Ig weight 
Avg. = 89.4-5 = 17.88mm diameter 
Avg. = 2/12h die axis orientation 



Coin No. 

Ch. 16.1, Fortune seated 


No. CAA Metrological Data Source 
ACV wt.-diam.-die axis 


Tot. Avg. = 86.58-14 = 6. 18g weight 
Tot.Avg. = 163.9-^9 = 18.21mm diameter 
Tot.Avg. = 2/12h, 1/lh (3) die axis orient. 

Half Horse 

4 Chalci 

1 178 6.48g-2O0-lh CNG82-694 

Avg. = 6.48g weight 

Avg. = 20mm diameter 

Avg. = 1/lh die axis orientation 


2 Chalci 
2 162 

4.67g-150 

CNG5 1-767 

3 

179 

4.65g֊15.50 

CAA162AD 

4 

162 

4.32g-170 

KovacsIII-17a 

5 

162 

Gomy 160- 1653 
4. 1 5g- 1 60- 12hKov. I-9,YN6024 


Avg. = 17.78-i-4 = 4.45g weight 
Avg. ֊ 63. 5-^4 = 15.88mm diameter 
Avg. = l/12h die axis orientation 

1 Chalcus 

6 162 3.02g CAA162PB 

7 162 2.28g-150-12h CNG85-47 

Avg. = 5.30-2 = 2.65g weight 

Avg. = 15mm diameter 

Avg. = l/12h die axis orientation 



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


Coin No. 

Ch. 16.2, Half horse 
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Tigranes IV and Erato (2 B.C. - A.D. 1) 


No. CAA Metrological Data Source 
ACV wt.-diam.-die axis 


No. CAA Metrological Data Source 
ACV wt.-diam.-die axis 


Tot.Avg. = 29.56-7 = 4. 2 2g weight 
Tot.Avg. = 98.5-6 = 16.42mm diameter 
Tot.Avg. = 2/12h, 1/lh (3) die axis orient. 


Mt. Argaeus or Ararat 

4 Chalet 


1 

128 

8.88g-2l0 

AC&B 19-38 

2 

128 

6.9Og-19.50 

JN121PC 

3 

126 

6.35g-190-llh 

Kovacs 1-6 

4 

128 

6.28g-2O0-llh 

HM 

Avg. 

00 

CM 

II 

5-4 = 7. lOg weight 



Avg. = 79.5-4 = 19.88mm diameter 
Avg. = 2 / 1 Ih die axis orientation 


2 Chalci 


5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 


122 

128 

128 

128 

128 

128 


5.72g-190 
5.81g 
4.70g 
4.61g-180 
4.31g-170 
4.31g-170-12h 


CNG6 1-904 
Gomy 160- 1656 
CAA128PB 
KovacslII-5dSK 
CNG46-701 
YNCat218 


3.91g-170-12h YNGat219 
Avg. = 33.37-7 = 4. 77g weight 
Avg. = 88-5 = 17.6mm diameter 
Avg. = 2/12h die axis orientation 


1 Chalcus 

12 128 2.62g-190-llh TG382 

Avg. = 2.62g weight 
Avg. = 19mm diameter 
Avg. = 1/ 1 Ih die axis orient. 

Tot.Avg. = 64.40-12 = 5.37g weight 
Tot.Avg. = 186.5-5-10 = 18.65mm diameter 
Tot.Avg. = 3/1 Ih, 2/12h (5) die axis 
orientation 



Coin No, 


Ch. 16.3, Mt. Argaeus or Ararat 


Table 16. 1, Number of coins used to calculate the 

average weights of Tigranes IV-Erato coppers 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

yE Coin Weight 

Fortune Seated 

14 

6.18g 

Half Horse 

7 

4.22g 

Mt. Argaeus or Ararat 

12 

5.37g 

TOTAL 

33 
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Metrology of Copper Coinage of the Artaxiads 


Table 16.2, Number of coins used to calculate the avg. diameters ofTigranes IV-Erato cop. 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

yE Coin Diameter 

Fortune Seated 

6 

18. 1 1mm 

Half Horse 

6 

16.42mm 

Mt. Argaeus or Ararat 

10 

18.65mm 

TOTAL 

22 



Table 16.3, Number of coins used to calculate the average 

die axis orientation of Tigranes IV-Erato coppers 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

^ Die Axis Orientation 

Fortune Seated 

3 

2/12h, 1/lh 

Half Horse 

3 

2/12h, 1/lh 

Mt. Argaeus or Ararat 

5 

3/llh, 2/12h 

TOTAL 

11 



B 

_o 


B 


s 


O 

B 

V 


o 


Fortune Seated 
Mt. Ararat 
Half Horse 



0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Weight (g) 


Chart 16.4. Average weights ofTigranes IV-Erato copper coins (grams) 
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SOME WORDS ABOUT THE SECOND SILVER 
DOUBLE TRAM OF ARMENIAN KING GOSDANTIN I 


Plates 8-9 


In memory of and dedicated to “real” friends. 

M. iskender TARGA(J՛ 


Introduction M. iskender Targa9 

The science of numismatics provides the best support for archaeology as well as history. 
This paper is a typical example of this symbiosis. During close examination of the content of a 
small ’’find” consisting of only twenty coins, found in the ancient Cilician town of Tarsus, we 
found that one of these coins has a particular and peculiar importance. This coin is a silver 
double tram belonging to the comparatively lesser known Armenian King Gosdantin I (1298- 
1299 AD). This is only the second known example of Gosdantin I’s silver double trams (the first 
one having been published by Levon A. Saryan^ in 2000.^) and has different dies from the first. 

How the Double Tram was Found and Came Into My Hands 

The above-mentioned double tram and the associated find of nineteen other coins have 
unforgetable memories for me, related to one of my old friends, now passed away, who was a 
Turkish citizen of Armenian origin. Particularly in the numismatic field, we had mutually 
supportive and extremely good relations, and while he was sick, almost near the end of his life, he 
presented to me as a gift this find together with some documents written in Armenian. 
Considering that the focus of this paper is numismatics, I will leave the examination of those 
documents'* to a separate study, since it is not exactly known whether all of them are relevant to 
the subject find. 


' The author is a numismatist, researcher and writer on history of Anatolia, and a collector of coins, 
seals, and small objects found in Anatolia. He served as Secretary General of the Turkish Numismatic 
Society (TNS), from 2000 to 2002 and is founding Secretary General of the Associaton of Collectors of 
Antiquities. His collection, ''Collectus Nummus - Anatolian Originated Coins, Seals and Small Finds,” is 
registered in the Istanbul Archaeological Museums and is particularly rich in the coins of the Beyliks and 
stamp seals, http://independent.academia.edu/iskendertargac (isktar@gmail.com). 

^ The author expresses sincere thanks to Levon Saryan for his kind assistance during the preparation of 
this article. 

^ Saryan 2000, pp. 195 ֊ 204, 1 pi. A paper on this coin was also presented by L. A. Saryan on 
January 15, 2008, at the International Conference on the Culture of Cilician Armenia, sponsored by the 
Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia located in Antelias, Lebanon. 

՜* The subject documents are: a photo of the small farm in which the coins had reportedly been found, a 
1906 (H 1324) dated Ottoman property deed of the same farm in Arabic letters, and three patriarcal 
documents dated 1881, 1887 and 1895. The later is an Encyclical letter of Roman Catholic Pope Leo XIII 
(2 March 1810 - 20 July 1903), regarding the eastern Christian church from 1895, signed and sealed by 
Stephen Peter Azarian (Stepan Bedros) (1881-1899) 10th Patriarch-Catholicos of Catholic Armenians in 
Cilicia. 
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It was told to me that the coins were not recently discovered but inherited, together with the 
documents, by my friend from his grandfather. Afterwards, I added those coins to my personal 
collection, which is entirely registered in the Istanbul Archaeological Museums. 

This group of coins is not a true hoard. The coins in the find were reportedly discovered at a 
farm in Tarsus^ at different times, while farmers were digging their fields, and saved by the first 
owner. It is unknown how my friend’s grandfather acquired those, but we do know that my 
friend inherited the coins from his grandparents. 


The Content of the “Find” 

The 20 coins in the “find” are as follows^: 

• IT-CN-01125. Cilician Armenia, Levon I, 1199-1219, NM, ND, AR two-lion tram, 
artistic style, 2.90 gr., 21/22 mm. Bedoukian CCA 224.’ 

• IT-CN-01126. Cilician Armenia, Levon I, 1199-1219, NM, ND, AR two-lion tram, 
distinctive style, 2.92 gr., 21/22 mm. Bedoukian CCA 441 var. 

• IT-CN-01127. Cilician Annenia, Levon I, 1 199-1219, NM, ND, AR two-lion tram, non- 
artistic style, upside down reverse legend, 3.01 gr., 21/22 mm. Bedoukian CCA 678a. 

• IT-CN-03860. Cilician Armenia, Levon I, 1 199-1219, Sis* *, ND, AE tank, 7.86 gr., 29/31 
mm, Bedoukian CCA 743. 

• IT-CN-03861. Cilician Armenia, Levon I, 1 199-1219, Sis, ND, AE tank, 6.49 gr., 28/29 
mm, unlisted in Bedoukian CCA; the obverse of this coin has 9 pellets in the king’s 
crown. 

• IT-CN-01163. Cilician Amienia, Hetoum I, 1226-1270, AR Bilingual tram (citing the 
Anatolian Seljuq Kaykhusraw II as overlord). Sis, 639 AH (1241-1242), 2.59 gr., 24 mm. 
Album 1221. Bedoukian CCA 806-813. 

• IT-CN-01494. Cilician Armenia, Hetoum I, 1226-1270, AR Bilingual tram (citing the 
Anatolian Seljuq Kaykhusraw II as overlord). Sis, 639 AH (1241-1242), 2.80 gr., 24/25 
mm. Album 1221. Bedoukian CCA 806-813. 

• IT-CN-03862. Cilician Armenia, Hetoum I, 1226-1270, Sis, ND, AE equestrian kardez, 
2.69 gr., 23/24 mm. Unlisted in Bedoukian CCA; this coin has a spelling error in the 
obverse legend. 


^ The ancient name of the city is Tarsos, derived from "Tarsa", the original name of the city in the 
Hittite language, which was possibly derived from a pagan god, Tarku. At other times the city was named 
Tarsisi; Antiochia on the Cydnus (Greek: Avxioxeia xou KuSvou, Latin: Antiochia ad Cydnum); Juliopolis, 
Տարսոն, (Darson in Armenian.) It is an ancient city of Cilicia (today south central Turkey) located 20 km 
inland from the Mediterranean Sea. 

* Each coin in this find is numbered starting with the abbreviation IT-CN, indicating the subject coin’s 
exact place within the Iskender Targac “Collectus Nummus," collection. 

’ The Armenian coins described here are classified according to Paul Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of 
Cilician Armenia, revised edition, (Danbury, CT: 1979) as their states of preservation permit. 

* The city of Sis is now known as Kozan. It was the capital city of Cilician Armenia and location of its 
principal mint. It was also the center of the Catholicosate of the Great House of Cilicia for more than six 
centuries starting in 1293, after the Catholicosate moved from Hromgla to Sis. 
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• IT-CN-001 17. Seljuks of Rum, Rukn al֊Din Qilich Arslan IV, First sole reign, AH 646֊ 
647. AR dirhem, Sivas, AH 646 (1248-1249). 2.80 gr., 23 mm. CMM 1843; Album 1226. 

• IT-CN-01 162. Seljuks of Rum, Rukn al-Din Qilich Arslan fV, First sole reign, AH 646- 
647. AR dirhem, Sivas, AH 646 (1248-1249). 2.80 gr., 23.0 mm. CMM 1843; Album 
1226. 

• IT-CN-03864. Cilician Armenia, Levon II, 1270-1289, NM, ND, AR half tram (struck 
with tram dies), 1.09 gr., 15/16 mm. Bedoukian CCA 1524. 

• IT-CN-01213. Cilician Armenia, Levon II, 1270-1289, NM, ND, AR half tram, 1.20 gr., 
16 mm. Bedoukian CCA 1531. 

• IT-CN-03863. Cilician Armenia, Hetoum II, 1289-1293, NM, ND, BI denier, 0.61 gr., 
16/17 mm. Bedoukian CCA 1575a similar. 

• IT-CN-00289. Cilician Armenia, Hetoum II, 1289-1293, Sis, ND, AE kardez, 3.41 gr., 
24 mm. Bedoukian CCA 1 594-1 596a. 

• IT-CN-03887. Cilician Armenia, Smpad, 1296-1298, Sis, ND, AE kardez, 2.01 gr., 
18/20 mm. Bedoukian CCA 1692a or similar. 

• IT-CN-03894. Cilician Araienia, Gosdantin I, 1298-1299, NM, ND, AR double tram, 
5.31 gr., 25/26 mm. Unlisted in Bedoukian CCA; only the second known example of this 
type. 

• IT-CN-03891. Cilician Armenia, Oshin, 1308-1320, Sis, ND, AR takvorin, 2.33 gr., 
18/19 mm. Bedoukian CCA 1923. 

• IT-CN-01 129. Cilician Armenia, Oshin, 1308-1320, Sis, ND, AR takvorin, 2.41 gr., 
21/24 mm. Bedoukian CCA 1912 or 1914b. 

• IT-CN-03826. Cilician Armenia, Gosdantin IV, 1365-1371, Sis, ND, BI Takvorin, 1.60 
gr., 17/22 mm. Bedoukian CCA 2190 or similar. 

• IT-CN-03888. Cyprus, Jacob(us) (James II, King of Cyprus and Palestine), 1460-1473, 
AE sixain, Cyprus, ND, 1.81 gr., 19/20 mm. Metcalf (1995)^ 808-811. 


The coins in the find, illustrated in Plate I, indicate that the find covers the period of Levon I 
to James II, (1198 to 1473), and therefore the coins may have been unearthed anytime after 1473. 

Silver Double Tram of Gosdantin I 

In the field of Armenian numismatics, there are limited sources. In the nineteenth century, 
Victor Langlois’ two well-known books; Numismatique de I'Armenie dans L'Antiquite (1859) and 
Numismatique de I'Armenie au Moyen age (1855) were combined into one work in 1859; they 
cover coins issued by ancient Armenian dynasties, Kiurike and Cilician Armenia. 

K. J. Basmadjian’s Numismatique General de L’Armenie (1936) was followed by the best 
source which was prepared by Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian (1962) covering the Armenian coinage in 
Cilicia. In his marvelous corpus, Bedoukian listed about 12,000 coins existing in museums and 
private collections. Subsequently, Y. T. Nercessian’s Armenian Coins and Their Values (1995), 
covered the gap of decades in the same field. 


^ David M. Metcalf, Coinage of the Crusades and the Latin East (1995). 
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However, none of these books mention a Gosdantin 1 silver double tram, which onl) came to 
light in 2000 in a publication by Levon Saryan, as 1 pointed out in the introductory paragraph of 
this paper. The Gosdtantin I silver double tram described here is Just the second example of this 
type ever revealed and due to its existing die differences, which will be discussed below, it has 
particular importance in the numismatic world. 



Fig. I - Silver Double I rani of Gosdantin 1 
AR double tram, mint not indicated, no date, 5.3 1 gr., 25/26 mm. 


Obverse : Equestrian king on horseback, walking right, brandishing a sword in right hand. Three 
pellets in the shape of a triangle between the horses front and back legs. 

+ԿՈՍՏԱՆԴԻԱՆՈՍ ԹԱԳՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ - (+ GOSDANTIANOS TAKAVOR HAYOTs, 
Gosdantin King of Armenians). " 

Reverse: Crowned king standing facing, wearing royal vestments, holding sword and cross, in left 
and right hands respectively. Three pellets in the shape of a triangle each in the lower left and 
right fields, near the king’s feet. 

+ԿԱՐՈՂՈՒԹԲՆ ԱՅ է ԹՍԳԱՒՈՐ - (+ GAROGhOUTPN AY E TAKAVOR, by the will of 
God he is King) 

As far as the differences of this new coin from the first e.xample are concerned, it is worth 
mentioning that on the obverse of the first example the king’s dress is very salient, contrary to the 
modest outfit on the second example. Similarly on the reverse of the first coin, the king’s 
garment has exaggerated collars and his crown is almost invisible. But on the reverse of my 
e.xample, the crown is very distinctive despite the king’s modest dress. The die work on this coin 
is of superb quality and very similar to that of the very rare tram'*' (2.77 gr.) of Gosdantin I, CCA 
1727b. Since the epigraphy and the garments worn by the kings on both coins is similar, it is 
possible that those coins were cut by the same engraver. However this second e.xample of the 
subject coin has different die from the first one and is better preserved. The die axis of this coin is 
03;00h while the first one is 10:0()h. 


'** CNG XXVII - Classical Numismatic Group Auction Catalogue (September 29, 1993), coin 184. 


66 


Armenian Numismalic Journal. \'ol. 10 (40). (2014) 


Second Silver Double tram of Armenian King Gosdantin I 


Due to the fact that Gosdantin I, who struck some of the most celebrated coins of Armenian 
Kingdom of Cilicia, ruled only for a short period, his coins have extreme rarity.*' They are made 
with quite high caliber workmanship. It is not known why only two examples of his double trams 
have been discovered so far, and hopefully in the future more examples will enable us to better 
evaluate this coin. 

The History of Gosdantin I 

The Chronicle attributed to King Hethum II records that "the Armenian king Leon's [son] 
Kostand (Constantine I) was born" in 11 Jan 1277/10 Jan 1278. He (also called Constantine III; 
Armenian: Կոստաևրլին Ա, Western Armenian transliteration; Gosdantin or Kostantine; ([11 
Jan 1277/10 Jan 1278]-after 1308), was briefly king of Cilicia, from 1298 to 1299. His parents 
were Leo II (Leon II) and Kyr Anna (Keran) de Lampron and was part of the Hetoumid family. 
Leo 11, crowned 6 Jan 1271 at St. Sophia, Tarsus'l 1\\շ Lignages d'Outremer ւ:շշօրճ his 
coronation in "la ville de Tars, le jour de Tapparition du Seigneur" . 

Hetoum I (1226 - 1270) made an alliance with the Mongols and sent his brother Smpad to the 
Mongol court to submit in person*'*’ *^ The Mongols then assisted with the rotection of Cilicia 
from the Mamluks of Egypt, until the Mongols themselves converted to Islam. On March 31, 
1292, the Mamluks sacked Rum Kale*^ (Hromgla), which required the Holy See to move to Sis. 

During the reign of Gosdantin I, in the summer of 1299, the Mongols successfully took the 
city of Aleppo, and were there joined by King Hethum, whose forces included some Templar and 
Hospitaller knights from Armenia, who participated in the rest of the offensive.*^ 


Conclusions 

On this last point, I have to again thank my ’’old friend” whom I mentioned at the very 
beginning of this article. It was he who presented to me these coins including the subject double 
tram, together with the accompanying documents. As a numismatist and antiquity expert, he 


'* Bedoukian, CCA, p. 91; Paul Z. Bedoukian, Selected Numismatic Studies (Los Angeles: Armenian 
Numismatic Society, 1981), p. 334. 

*^ Count W. H. Rudt-Collenberg, The Rupenides, Hethumides and Lusignans: The Structure of the 
Armeno-Cilician Dynasties (Paris: Librarie C. Klincksieck, 1963), pp. 67, no. 129. 

Lignages d'Outremer, Documents relatifs a I'histoire des croisades - Tome XVIIl, 2003. Consulted 
at internet website http://fmg.ac/Projects/MedLands/ARMENIA.htm#_Tocl84469948. 

*'* Peter Jackson, Mongols and the West: 1221-141, (Pearson Longman, 2005), p. 74. “King Het'um of 
Lesser Armenia, who had reflected profoundly upon the deliverance afforded by the Mongols from his 
neighbors and enemies in Rum, sent his brother, the Constable Smbat (Sempad) to Guyug's court to offer 
his submission.” 

*^ Angus Donal Stewart, “The Logic of Conquest: Tripoli, 1289; Acre, 1291; Why not Sis, 1293?”, in 
Al-Masaq: Islam and the Medieval Mediterranean, vol. xiv, 2002, p. 8. “The Armenian king saw alliance 
with the Mongols ֊ or, more accurately, swift and peaceful subjection to them - as the best course of 
action.” 

Rum Kale (Hromgla) is 25 km. from Yavuzeli and 62 km. from Gaziantep in Turkey. 

' D Alain Demurger, The Last Templar: The Tragedy of Jacques de Malay, Last Grand Master of the 
Temple (London : Profile Books, 2005), p. 142 (French edition). "He was soon joined by King Hethum, 
whose forces seem to have included Hospitallers and Templars from the kingdom of Armenia, who 
participate to the rest of the campaign." 
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knew their value, but preferred to give them to me as a gift, due to the importance of our 
friendship. Without his kind and valuable support, my collection could not be as rich as it is. 
Similarly, the famous numismatist Edoardo Levante'* kindly mentioned to me several times that 
he also benefitted from my “real friend’s” assistance while he was preparing his numerous 
works'^ on Cilician coins. 

None of the five sons of Levon II, who became kings, benefited from the inter-sibling power 
struggles and the mixing of religion with state affairs as a leverage tool. After the death of Levon 
II, on Lebruary 6, 1289, Hetoum’s elevation to the throne could not repair and even worsened the 
delicate situation. 

The assistance of those kings and their successors provided to the Crusaders, and their efforts 
to establish inter-family^° and financial’ relations with kings of Cyprus, Jerusalem, and the 
Byzantine Empire could not help them to maintain their existence in Cilicia. 

The extremely short reign of Gosdantin I, consumed by political and military tunnoil, is a 
leading reason for the rarity of his coins. One of those rare coins, an example of the rarest type, 
gave me the opportunity to share this discovery with the numismatic world. 


ANNEX 

Plates - Coins discovered in the “find”. 


Edoardo Levante was bom in Iskenderun, Turkey in 1932 and passed away in Paris in 2007. SNG 
Levante is the one of the masterpiece references about Roman Provincial Coinages in Cilicia. May he rest 
in peace. 

Some of them are: Levante Korakesion; Levante Titiopolis; Levante Adana; Levante Rhosus; 
Levante Zephyrion; Levante Selinus; SNG Levante supp. 

In The Chronicle attributed to King Hethum II (obtained at internet website 
http://frng.ac/Projects/MedLands/ARMENIA.htm#_ftnref748) it is recorded that "Lewon king of the 
Armenians went to Cyprus and married the king's sister Sybil, who is Elisabeth" in 28 Jan 1210/27 Jan 
1211. The Lignages d'Outremer (Marciana Ms Francese 20, CC.LXXXXI, p. 66) name "Sebille, la fille dou 
rei Heymeri et de la reyne Ysabiau" as wife of "Livon" brother of "Rupin de la Montaigne qui estoit seignor 
d'Ermenie". She claimed the throne of Armenia for herself after the death of her husband, but was exiled by 
the regent Gosdantin Lord of Barbaron and Partzerpert [Hethumid], 

According to the Chartes d'Armenie, VIII and IX, (pp. 122 and 124): He (Levon I) supported the 
Knights Hospitaller against the Knights Templar in the war of succession in Antioch, for which he was 
excommunicated in 1214. "Leo. ..rex Armenie" granted property to the Knights Hospitaller with the consent 
oV'domini Rupini principis Antiochie... nepotis et heredis mei" by charter dated 23 Apr 1214, and declared 
having received a loan from the Knights Hospitaller by charter dated the same date, both documents 
specifying that these financial transactions formed part of the arrangements for the marriage of "mee filie" 
and "regi Iherosolimitano" . Victor Langlois, Le Tresor des Chartes d'Armenie: ou, Cartulaire de la 
Chansellerie Royale des Roupeniens, (Venice, San Lazzaro, 1863). 
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THE DOUBLE TRAM OF KING GOSDANTIN I OF 
CILICIAN ARMENIA IN THE SARYAN COLLECTION 

By L. A. Saryan, Ph.D. 


In May of 1998, New York numismatist Jack Guevrekian mailed me an envelope containing 
a newly acquired coin with a request that I examine and publish it. This coin, inscribed in the 
name of King Gosdantianos, Cannes the same iconography and legends as the rare silver trams of 
Gosdantin I, but differs in that it is approximately twice the weight and larger in diameter than a 
typical Gosdantin tram. The coin thus has the dimensions of a double tram, a denomination that 
had never been anticipated or reported previously for this king. 

Prior to 1998, all known Armenian double trams were of a single type, inscribed in the name 
of King Levon. These depict the king in royal vestments seated on a throne, and on the reverse a 
single crowned lion holding a cross. Scholars have assigned coins of this type to King Levon I 
(1198-1219). The design and legend on the new coin, being remarkably different from the Levon 
double trams, opens potential new vistas for Armenian numismatics. This coin is evidence that, 
despite his brief and turbulent reign, King Gosdantin I included silver double trams as part of his 
ambitious coinage program. 

I completed my study a few months later and submitted it for publication to the American 
Journal of Numismatics. I returned the coin to Jack, but in February 2001 he sent it back, tucked 
inside a beautifully bound copy of Fr. Ghevond Alishan’s Sisouan, thus making it possible for me 
to become the steward of two Cilician Armenian treasures. Sadly, Jack is no longer with us. He 
never revealed to me the source of this coin, but undoubtedly it came to him from one of his 
many business associates in Europe or the Middle East. 

My report, which presents the new coin in its historical and numismatic context, was pub- 
lished in the year 2000 issue of American Journal of Numismatics Subsequently, I was invited 
by His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, to deliver a paper on Annenian 
coinage at the International Conference on the Culture of Cilician Armenia, held from January 
14-18, 2008 in Antelias, Lebanon.^ I chose for my topic this same coin, in the hope that in this 
way I might arouse interest in an Armenian audience. My presentation was enthusiastically re- 
ceived and subsequently published in Hash, the official scholarly publication of the Cilician See.^ 
Unfortunately, the illustrations accompanying my paper were inadvertently omitted in the pub- 
lished volume. 

Those who are interested in historical context and numismatic details, including the 
coin’s surface alloy composition and the reasoning used to verify it’s authenticity, are 


‘ L. A. Saryan, “An Unpublished Silver Double Tram of Gosdantin I (1298-1299), King of Cilician 
ԽաշոճՀ' American Journal of Numismatics, Vol. 12 (2000), pp. 195-204. 

^ L. A. Saryan, “International Conference on the Culture of Cilician Armenia” Armenian Numismatic 
Journal, Vol. 4 (34). (2008), p. 28. 

^ L. A. Saryan, “The Unique Silver Double Tram of King Gosdantin 1 (1298-1299) of Cilician Arme- 
nia,” Hash Armenological Yearbook, year 1 1 (new series, 2007-2008), (Antelias, Lebanon; Catholicosate of 
the Great House of Cilicia, 2009), pp. 339-348. 
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referred to the publieations cited above. In this short article, I offer for our readers an 
enlarged illustration and a brief description of this exceptional coin: 



Obverse: The king is seated on a horse walking to the right. He is bearded, wears a crown with 
three peaks, and has a cloak clasped below the neck. In his right hand he holds a sword nearly 
upright and in his left hand he holds the reins of the horse. The horse has a caparison or breast- 
plate, as well as barding on the hindquarters. The legend, enclosed between two concentric cir- 
cles of pellets, reads clockwise +ԿՈՍՏԱՆԴԻԱՆՈՍ ԹԱԳԱՒՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ 
{+GOSDANTIANOS TAKAVOR HAYOTs) (Gosdantianos King of Armenians). 

Reverse: The king is standing facing forward, holding a sword upright in his right hand and a 
cross in his left. He is crowned and bearded, and wears a distinctive kilt. It is interesting to note 
that the reverse crown differs slightly in style from that on the obverse. Buttons or jewels form 
an X-pattern across the chest and run across the w aistline, down the center of the kilt, at the cuffs, 
and along the hem. A royal cloak is clasped below' the neck and draped across his shoulders. The 
legend, enclosed w ithin two concentric circles of pellets, reads clockwise +ԿԱՐՈՂՈՒԹԲՆ ԱՅ 
է ԹԱԳԱՒՈՐ (+GAROGhOUTPN AY E TAKAVOR) (by the empowerment of God he is king). 
An unidentified small symbol follow s the last letter of the inscription. 

Fabric : Silver, 5.674 grams, 25.7 to 28.1 mm diameter, die axis lOh. Although the edges are par- 
tially off the flan, the center of this coin is fully struck making it possible to easily visualize fine 
details of the horse ornamentation and royal vestments. A flaw on the edge near 8 o’clock (ob- 
verse) suggests that at one time this coin might have been suspended for use as Jewelry. 

A second Gosdantin double tram, struck with different obverse and reverse dies and therefore 
differing in several key respects from the one described here, w'as recently revealed in the collec- 
tion of Iskender Targac, former secretary general of the Turkish Numismatic Society in Istanbul. 
That coin is presented elsewhere in this issue. The revelation that a second example of this coin 
exists gives Armenian numismatists reason to hope that further new discoveries are just around 
the corner. 
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METROLOGY OF COPPER COINAGE OF 
THE ARTAXIADS OF ARMENIA 


Tigranes V (A.D. 6) 


No. 


CAA Metrological Data Source 
ACV wt.-diam.-die axis 


No. 


CAA Metrological Data Source 
ACV wt.-diam.-die axis 


Tigranes-Erato 

4 Chalci 

1 182 7.00g CAA165BN 

2 166 6.95g-230 CAA166Glasgow 

3 166 6.54g-22.60-12h Erl9992/74 

4 183 ACV183VS 

Tot.Avg. = 20.49-3 = 6.83g weight 
Tot.Avg. = 45.6-2 = 22.8mm diameter 
Tot.Avg. = l/12h die axis orientation 



12 3 

Coin No. 


Ch. 18.1, Tigranes V - Erato 


Tigranes-Augustus 

Chalci 4? 


1 

167 

15.O3g-26.20- 

12h Erl9878/6 

2 

167 

15.02g 

CAA167AshM 

3 

184 

14.76g-240 

CNG43-676 

4 

167 

14.52g 

Gomy46-357 

5 

184 

14.42g-240 

CNG36-634 

6 

167 

14.26g-250-12h CNG27-34 




CNG85-39 


TotAvg. = 88.01-6 = 14.67g 
Tot.Avg. = 99.2-4 = 24.8mm diameter 
Tot.Avg. = 2/12h die axis orientation 



1 2 3 4 5 6 


Coin No. 


Ch. 18.2, Tigranes V - Augustus 


Table 18. 1, Number of coins used to calculate the average weights of 
Tigranes V and Erato, Tigranes V and Agustus coppers 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

yE Coin Weight 

Tigranes-Erato 

3 

6.83g 

Tigranes-Augustus 

6 

14.67g 

TOTAL 

9 
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Table 18.2, Number of coins used to calculate the average diameters of 
Tigranes V and Erato, Tigranes V and Agustus coppers 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

yE Coin Diameter 

Tigranes V-Erato 

2 

22.8mm 

Tigranes V-Augustus 

4 

24.8mm 

TOTAL 

6 



Table 18.3, Number of coins used to calculate the average die axis orientation of 
Tigranes V and Erato, Tigranes V and Agustus coppers 


Coin Rev. Design 

Number of coins 

^ Die Axis Orientation 

Tigranes V-Erato 

1 

l/12h 

Tigranes V-Augustus 

2 

2/12h 

TOTAL 

3 
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Chart 18.2, Average weights of Tigranes V and Erato , 

Tigranes V and Agustus copper coins (grams) 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

Phone: 562-695-0380, e-mail: ArmNumSoc@aol.com 

8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, USA 

SALE 


PUBLICATIONS 

SPl. Bedoukian, Paul Z. Selected Numismatic Studies [I], 1981, xxxvi, 570 pp., 72 pis., clothbound 

(For Vol. II see SPIO), retail $35.00 

SP2. Nercessian, Y. T. Attribution and Dating of Armenian Bilingual Trams. 1983, 36 pp., 12 pis., 

card covers, retail $6.75 

SP3. Nercessian, Y. T. Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature. 1984, 729 pp., 

clothbound, retail $50.00 

SPA Bedoukian, Paul Z. Coinage of the Armenian Kingdoms of Sophene and Commagene. 1985, 37 

pp., 2 pis., card covers, retail $ 6.00 

SP5. Bedoukian, Paul Z. Armenian Coin Hoards. 1987, 64 pp., 6 pis., card covers, retail $8.00 

SP6. Nercessian, Y. T. Bank Notes of Armenia. 1988, 224 pp.,192 pi., clothbound, retail $30.00 

SP7. Bedoukian, Paul Z. A Hoard of Copper Coins of Tigranes the Great and a Hoard of Artaxiad 

Coins. 1991, 30 pp., 2 pis., card covers, retail $5.50 

SP8 Nercessian, Y. T. Armenian Coins and Their Values. 1995, 256 pp., 48 pis., clotlVbound OUT of 

PRINT, author’s personal stock 

SP9. Nercessian, Y. T. Armenian Numismatic Studies [I]. 2000, viii, 678 pp., 96 pis., clothbound (For 

Vol. II see SPI5), retail $75.00 

SPIO. Bedoukian, Paul Z. Selected Numismatic Studies II. 2003, viii, 376 pp, 61 pis., clothbound (for 

Vol. I see SPl), retail $57.00 

SPll. Nercessian, Y. T. Silver Coinage of the Artaxiad Dynasty of Armenia. 2006, x, 212 pp., 96 

p..ls., clothbound, retail $60.00 

SP12. Nercessian, Y. T. Armenian Coin Auctions. OP. Author’s copy, vi, 118 pp., 8 '/ 2 xH” format., 

card covers 

SP13 Nercessian, Y. T. Metrology of Cilician Armenian Coinage. OP. Author’s personal stock, 

2007, xiv, 161 pp., 8 '/ 2 xH” format., card covers 

SP14. Nercessian, Y. T. Catalogue of Armenian Coins Collected by Y.T. Nercessian. OP. Author’s 

personal stock, 2008, Iviii, 387 pp., 128 pis. clothbound 

SP15. Nercessian, Y. T. Armenian Numismatic Studies II. 2009, xii, 580 pp., 60 pis., clothbound (For 

Vol. I see SP9), retail $50.00 

SP9 + SP15 (ANS I & ANS II), retail $125.00 .... 

ANJ4. Essays on Armenian Numismatics in Memory of Father Clement Sibilian on the Centennial 
of His Death, Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. IV (1978), 167 pp., XXI pis., card 

covers, retail $30.00 

ANJ15. Studies in Honor of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian, Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. XV 
(1989), 192 pp, illus., card covers, retail $30.00 


SALE 

PRICE 

$ 10.0 

2.00 

10.00 

2.00 

2.00 

8.00 

1.00 

50.00 

18.00 
10.00 

10.00 

SOLD 

OUT 

35.00 

80.00 

12.00 

20.00 


15.00 

10.00 


Armenian Numismatic Journal 

-Volumes I (1975) each volume, 

-Volumes II, III, V , VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, XVI, XVII each volume 

-Volumes XVIII (1992), XIX (93), XX (94), XXI (95) each volume 

-Volumes XXII (1996), XXIII (97), XXIV (98), XXV (99) each volume 

-Volumes XXVI (2000), XXVII, XXVIII , XXIX (03), XXX (04) each volume 

-Volumes 1 (2005) to 3 (2007), Series II each volume 

-Volumes 4 (2008), 5 (2009), 6 (2010), 7 (201 1) Series II each volume. 

-Volumes 8 (2012), 9 (2013) Series II each volume 


—Volumes I (1975) to 35 (2009), thirty-five volumes, unbound (US Ship, Ins. $20.00) 

- Volumes I to V (1975-1979), cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $10 

-Volumes VI-X (1980-1984), cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping SlO 

-Volumes XI-XV (1985-1989), cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $10 

-Volumes XVI-XX (1990-1994), cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $10 

-Volumes XXI-XXV (1995-1999), cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $10 

-Volumes XXVI-XXX (2000-2004), cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $10 

-Volumes 1 (31) to 5 (35), (2005-09), Series II, cloth bound (one month bindery time), US shipping $10 

—Volumes I (1975) to 35 (2009), thirty-five volumes, cloth bound (US Ship, Ins. $25.00) 

SUPERSEDES ALL PREVIOUS LISTS 


5.00 

8.00 
10.00 

25.00 

30.00 

30.00 

40.00 

45.00 

637.00 

112.00 

86.00 

115.00 
92.00 

155.00 

195.00 

215.00 

970.00 


US shipping cost, add $7 for first book, $2 for each additional book. PREPAYMENT REQUIRED. California residents please add 
appropriate sales tax. Minimum order $25. OP=Out of print. Discounted price applies to all parties. July. 2014 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

Phone: 562-695-0380, e-mail: ArmNumSoc@aoI.com 

8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, USA 

SALE 


Bedoukian Publications 

Bl. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia. London: Royal Numismatic 

Society, Special Publication, No. 10, 1978, 81 pp., 8 pis., clothbound, retail 30.00 

B2. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Coinage of Cilician Armenia. Danbury, CT: 1979, xxxie, 494 pp., 12 

pis., clothbound, retail 45.00 

B3. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Coins and Medals: An Exhibition from the Collection of Dr. 
Paul Z. Bedoukian — Ցուցահանդէս Տք- Զարեհ Պտուկեանի հաւաքածոյէն. New 
York: Museum of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, 1971, [24 pp.], bilingual, 
illus. in black and white, 8.5"x7", card covers. OP. Nercessian’s personal stock, retail 5.00 
B4. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Books: An Exhibition of Early Printings 1512-1700, from the 
Collection of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian - Տռւցահանդէս հայերէն հնատիպ գրքերու Տոքթ- 
Զարեհ Պտուկեանի հաւաքածոյէն. New York: Armenian Museum of the Diosese of the 
Armenian Church of America, 1975, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in black and white, 8.5"x7", 

card covers. OP. Nercessian’s personal stock, retail 

B5. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Thirty Centuries of Armenian Metal Art: An Exhibition from the 
Collection of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian - Երեսուն գարու հայ արուեստ մետաղի- 
Ցուցահանդէս Տք. Փո[ Զ- Պտուկեանի հաւաքածոյէն. New York. AGBU Gallery, 
1978, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in black and white, 8.5"x7", card cover, originally retail $5.00 
B6. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Woven Art: An Exhibition from the Collection of Dr. Paul Z. 
Bedoukian — -Հայ հիւսուածեգենի արուեստ- Ցուցահանդէս Տորթ- Փոլ Զ- 
Պտուկեանի հաւաքածոյէն. New York: AGBU Gallery, 1980, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in 

COLOR, 8.5"x7", card covers, originally retail $12.50 

B7. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Ceramic Art: An Exhibition from the Collections of Tina & 
Haroutune Hazarian, Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian - Հայ յախճապակիի արուեստ- 
Ցուցահանդէս Արթինա եւ Յարութիւն Հազարեանի եւ Տոքթ- Փոչ Զ- Պտուկեանի 
հաւաքածոներէն. New York: Armenian Museum, 1982, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in 

COLOR, 8.5"x7", card covers, originally retail $12.50 

B8. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Հպանտա կոխուած 18րդ գարու հայ մետալները — Eighteenth 
Century Armenian Medals Struck in Holland. Venice: Mekhitarist Press, 24 pp., 7"x9.5', 
card covers, 24 pp., illus. in black and white, 3 pp. English summary. Reprinted from 
Bazmavep, 1977/3-4, pp. 728-751. Card covers 


SALE 

PRICE 

$ 8.00 

10.00 


3.00 


SOLD 

OUT 


1.00 


2.00 


2.00 

SOLD 

OUT 


Armenian Numismatic Society Offprints and Medals 

OP2. “Overstruck and Countermarked Coins of the Artaxiad Dynasty of Armenia,” by Nercessian 

and Saryan, an offprint of ANJ, Vol. XXll (1996), pp. 23-62, pis. I-VI. US 1st class Ship. $3. 10.00 

OP3. “Silver Coins of Tigranes II of Armenia,” by Y. T. Nercessian, an offprint of ANJ, Vol. 

XXVI (2000), Nos. 3-4, pp. 43-108, pis. 1-10. US first class shipping $3.00 10-00 

Ml. Bedoukian, P. Z. Silver proof medal, 39 mm diameter, 1 troy ounce. Obv. portrait of 

Bedoukian; Rev. logo of ArmNS (2000). Please read the note below. US shipping $6 52.00 

M2.Nercessian, Y. T. Silver proof medal, 39 mm diameter, 1 troy ounce. Obv. portrait of 
Nercessian; Rev. logo of ArmNS (2005). Numbered, certificate of authenticity. Please read 

the note below. US shipping. $6 ^ ■ 

Note. The price of silver medals is subject to change based on the market fluctuations, +/- 1.00 
per ounce of bullion silver. The reference price is $25.00 per ounce of bullion silver. For 
example, if the bullion silver value increased to $30.00, add $5 to the posted medal price; if 
decreased to $20.00, then subtract $5 from the medal price. 


SUPERSEDES ALL PREVIOUS LISTS 


US shipping cost, add $7 for first book, $2 for each additional book. PREPAYMENT REQUIRED. California residents please 
add appropriate sales tax. Minimum order $25. OP=Out of print.. Discounted price applies to all parties. July. 2014 


Y. T. NERCESSIAN 

Specialist in Armenian Coins and Books 
8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, U.S.A. 


Fixed Price List 36 2014 

10% discount to active members of Armenian Numismatic Society on art, archaeology and numismatic titles. 

Numismatic Books N17. Y. T. Nercessian. Auction I. Prices realized. 

Nl. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z., Coinage of Cilician (May 2, 1997). Joseph Armenian coins listed. Uns.$5 

Armenia- Կիւիկեան Հայաստանի դրամները, N18. Y. T. Nercessian. Auctton II. Pnces realized. 

Vienna, 496 pp., 48 pis., 128 pp. text in Armenian, [Apnl 25, 1998). Armenology and Armenian com 

corpus and plates in English $65 ճ ttt p ■ r ^ 

N2. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z., Medieval Armenian N19. Y. T. Nercessian. Auction III. Prices realized. 

Coins. , 69 pp., 10 pis. In mint state, card covers $35 (June 2 1998). Abgarians Armenian coll. Unused $5 

N3. In mint state, cloth bound $50 N2J). Y UNercessiam Auction IV. Prices realized 

N4. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z., Armenian Coins and included. (Febr 1 1999) Armenology and Armenian 

Medals: An Exhibition from the Collection of Dr. “^^in books listed. Unused $5 

Paul Z. Bedoukian. 1971, 24 pp., bilingual in -^me- Miscellaneous Armenology Books 

nian and English. Card covers. $3 u an Dll’, ./ > t արա ա 

A TVT T֊> 1 r? A Ծ 7 A ԱՌԱ՚րԵԼ&ԱՆ, Վա Ո ւս գ Հայերենի շարահյու- 

N5. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z., Armenian Books: An n. n acA ձ n, \ 

Exhibition from the Collection of Dr. Paul Z. . , r 

Bedoukian. 1975, 24 pp., bilingual in Armenian and ԴԱՆԻԷԼԵԱՆ, ժէըայր. Հայ նոր պարրերական 

English. Card covers. $3 մամոպը, 1967-1981, 184 էջ $20 

+ Dictionaries and Encyclopedias 

N7. BABELON, E. Les Aois ae Syne, a Arnienie et a ■ ծ i , , , n ,ւ , n 

de Commagene. Pans, 1890, 268 pp., 32 fine plates, ^ ^ ^ i 

One plate detached from spine, and slightly հանրագիտարան Yerevan, cloth 

reimmed. Near Fine condition. $450 '^20 PP 

N8. LANGLOIS, Victor. Numismatique de V Armenia 1984, 736 pp $35 

au moyen age, reprint, cloth bound $30 H> 1985, 720 pp $35 

N9. MKRTCHIAN, K. H. Armenian Monetary Units Vol. 12, 1986, 751 pp p5 

■Հայոց դրամական միավորներ, 88 pp., 16 pls. Vol. [13] 1987, 688 pp $35 

Bilingual in Armenian and English $10 Volumes 1 to 12 and supplement [13], a complete set 

NIO. NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Armenian Coins and 

Their Value. Out of print [OP], Author’s copies, Haigazian Dictionary - Նոր Բառգիրք եայկագ- 

256 pp., 48 pis. clothbound $50 ւեգուի, Vol. I 1140 pp., 1979, Vol. II 1067 pp.. 

Nil. NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Metrology of Cilician 1981, Yerevan reprint, cloth. $150 

Armenian Coinage. OP, Author’s copies, 161 pp., 8 D3* Ժամանակակից հայոց լեգվի րացատրական 

1/2 X 11", card covers $35 րառարաԸ, Բ հտր, Երևան, 1972, 720 էջ, լթկզմ $30 

N12. NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Catalogue of Armenian D4. —,Գ- հտր, 1974, 575 էջ $30 

Coins Collected by Y. T. Nercessian, OP, Author’s , 
copies, Iviii, 387 pp., 128 pis., clothbound $80 History 

N13. SABBAGHIAN, Berj. Numismatic Questions - Bl. Armenian History of Aintab ֊ Պատմութ-իւն 

դրամագիտական հարցեր, 228 pp. $30 Անթ-էպի Հայ/շ^ր, Vol. Ill, 1200 pp, 580 illuS., cl. $60 

N14. SEKOULIAN,Au. Coinage օ/՜Օօտմօոէւոա to H2. HOVANNISIAN, R. G. The Republic of 

Levon V in Vienna Mekhitarist Museum - Վիեննայի Armenia, Vol. II, 1982, 603 pp., cloth $50 

Մխիթ-արեան թանգարանի Կոստանդին Գ—Լևոն Ե- H3. HOVANNISIAN, R. G. The Republic of Ar- 

դրամները, 90 pp., 7 pls. $15 menia, Vols. I (1971, 547 pp.), II (1982, 603 pp.). Ill 

N15. SEKOULIAN, Au. Numismatic Studies: (1996, 534 pp.), IV (1996, 496 pp.), only one set $200 

Hetoum II, Levon III, and Oshin - Դրամագիտական H4. Martyrdom and Rebirth, 105 pp. $10 

պրպտումներ Հեթում Բ-, Լևոն Գ- և Աւշին, 102 pp., H5. MATEVOSIAN, Rafayel. Armenian Coat of 

g թլց $15 AxiXlS -Հայկական գինանշաններ, 144 p., 78 ills $6 

N16. SIBILIAN, Clement. Classification of B6. ROBERTS, J. M. The World of Greece and 

Roupenian Coins - Դասաւորութիւն Ռուրենեան Rome, 128 pp. $6 

դրամոց, XVI+88+31 pp. Original text, reprinted 6 TER-GHEWONDYAN Aram. The Arab Emi- 

pls., illus., cloth bound, gold print on spine. Only Bagratid Armenia, 1976, 244 pp., 1 map 

three copies left, our of print $85 tto .. 

H8. ԱՎԱԳՅԱՆ, Աբէգ- Հարավային տենդ, 412^^, $20 
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H9. ԵՂԻՇԷ վասն Վարդաճայ և հայոԱ պատե- 
րազմին, 194 էջ $7 

H10. Թեոփանես խոս տովանող, Երևան, 364 էջ, $16 
H11. ՄԱՆԱՆԴՅԱՆ, Երկեր, Զ-, Երևան, 446 էջ $10 
H12. Ս ՏԵՓԱՆԵԱՆ, 3- Հայկական դրոշակներ և 
զինանշաններ $3 

H13. ՎԱՐԴԱՆ Պատմիչ. Պատմութիւն ր-աթարայ, 
1870 , 76 էջ, թղթակազմ $10 

Literature, Poetry, Novel, Fiction 

ԱՆԴՐՈՆՈՎ, Իոնա- Գայչի հետքերով և Թիմուր 
ԳԱՅԴԱՐ- Աֆղանիստանի երկնքի տակ, 344 էջ, $3 
Լշ. ԱՐԱԾԱՆԻ, Վ Դարպաս, Լոս Անճելըս, 364 էջ $15 
ԼՅ. ԲԱՐԱՂԱՄ , Արմէն- Ադբիւր երդի և Արուեստի 
(բանաստեղծութիւններ), 211 էջ $10 

Լ4. ԳԱԼԷՄԲԵԱՐԵԱՆ, Զարոլհի. Օրեր և դէմքեր, 417 

լա թա կազմ $6 

Լ5. ԳԱՐԱԿԷՕԶԵԱՆ, Վ-Կեանքին զուզահեո, 151 էջ $6 
ԹՆԿՅՐՅԱՆ, Սոնա- Սահանթ, 290 էջ, լթկզմ $5 


Լ7. ՀԱՄԱՆ Անդունդին մէջէն, 175 էջ $2 

Լ8. ՀՈՎՍԵՓՅԱՆ, Ռուբեն-, ճայերը, 40 էջ $1 

Լ9. ՇԱՀԷՆ, Աեդրակ. քար Թորոս, 51 էջ $2 

Լ10. ՄԱՐԳԱՐՅԱՆ, Պ- Հ- Գինեկոչոզիայի ձեռնարկ, 
279 էջ, լթկզմ $6 


Archaeology, Architecture, Miniature 

Painting, and Art Albums 

Ml. Documents of Armenian Architecture, 

21-x21 cm, text in Italian, English, Armenian (vol. 23 
includes French), card covers. 

No. 1, Haghbat, 47 pp., 52 pis., 1968 $40 

No. 9., Ererouk, 76 pp., 26 pis, 1977 $40 

No. 12, Ani, 104 pp., 74 pis., 1984 $55 

No. 14 Amaghou-Noravank, 64 p,28 pi. 1986 $40 

No. 15, Kasakhi Vanker, 76 pp., 35 pis $40 

No. 16, Ptghni / Arduch, 76 pp, 44 pis, 1986 $40 

No. 20, Sorhul, 111 pp., 65 pis. 1989 $50 

No. 23, Vagharshapat, 156 pp., 48 pis. 1998 $55 

Container for DAA publications $10 

M2. DAA Nos. 1 to 23, COMPLETE SET, only one set, 

including two containers $1000 

M3. DAA Achtamar, German edition, 144 pp., 98 
pis., 11 drawings $60 

M4 GRIGORIAN, Artsvin. Souremennaia arkhi- 

tectura Armenii, 18 p, illus, cloth $6 

M5. GRIGORIAN, G. Album, 46 pis., b/w. clr cl. $10 
M4. RAND, H., Arshile Gorky; the Implications of 
Symbols, 270 pp, 15 color pis, 147 black and white 
illus., includes 12 p. chapter on artist's (Vosdanik 
Manoog Adoian), 22x28 cm, card covers. Retail 
$25, discotmted to $25 


Periodicals and Books 


1. Տէր Մագամը, լաթակազմ, 319 էջ, տպուած 20 - 
երորդ դ֊սկիզբը, թուղթ ը և կազմը վիրաւոր $5 

2. Martyrdom and Rebirth, New York, 1965, 105 pp., 

card cov. Very good cond. $10 

3. ERNEST, Henri, U.R.S.S.; Bois ceramique bijoux 

cuir, 27 loose plates in color, in folder, Paris, 28x37 
cm. Excellent preservation $60 

4. ERNEST, Henri, U.R.S.S.; Broderies; russes, 
tartares, armeniennes , 40 loose plates in color, in 
folder, Paris, 28x37 cm. Excellent preservation $75 

5. The New Armenia. Vol. X (Feb. 1918), No. 2, 

binding defective, text in good cond. $5 

6. Soviet Life. Monthly in English — Armenia: Land 

of Rocks and Dazzling Sunshine (Mos-cow). 1968, 
March, 64 pp. Excellent cond. $5 

7. Soviet Life. Monthly in English — includes a letter 

of Marshal Bagramian and an aticle on Armenian 
miniature paintings(Moscow). 1971, February. 
Excellent cond. $5 


8 . ՀՈԿ-ի տեդեկատու. Երևան, թիւ 1 ( 1928 ):: 

Վիրաւոր թղթակազմ՛. Լալ վիճակ $20 

9 Abril - Ապրիր 1ո Armenian (Los Angeles). 1982, 
No. 5, 6; 1983, No. 7. In mint state $9 

10. Hayastani Gochnag ֊Հայաստանի Կոչնակ. 

Monthly in Armenian (New York). 1939, Vol. 39, No. 
14. A very fine copy $3 

11. Hayreni Yezerk - Հայրենի Եզերք. Monthly in 

Armenian (Yerevan). 1991, Nos. 1-3, 5-8. $4 

12. Kir ou Kirk - Գիր ու Գիրք. Periodcial in 

Armenian (New York). Journals: 1971, Nos. 7-8; 
1975, No. 20; 1977, No. 24; 1978, No. 25; 1979, Nos. 
26-27; 1979 Special issue; 1980, No. 28; 1980, No. 
29; Catalogues: 1974-1975; 1976. VF $10 

13. International Bank Note Society Journal. 

Vol. 14, 1975, Nos. 2-4; Vol. 15, 1976, Nos. 2-4; Vol. 
16, 1978, Nos. 1-4; Vol. 17, 1978-1979, Nos. 1, 4; Vol. 
18, 1979 or 1980, Nos. 1-4; Vol. 19, 1980/81, Nos. 2- 
4; Vol. 20, 1981, Nos. 1, 2; Vol. 21, 1982, Nos. 2. In 
mint state $40 

14. International Bank Note Society Journal. 

Vol. 15, 1976, No. 3 (2 copies); Vol. 16, 1978, Nos. 1, 
3; Vol. 17, 1978-1979, No. 4; Vol. 18, 1979 or 1980, 
Nos. 1, 2. In mint state $10 


Shipping extra. Please add $7 for US shipping and 
$2 for each additional book. Foreign orders shipping 
at cost. All prices are in US dollars. California 
residents please add 10% sales tax. 

Phone 562-695-0380; e-mail ArmNumSoc@aol.com 
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End of Armenian Numismatic Journal 

In March 1975, the first issue of the Armenian Numismatic Journal was published. 

The beginning was extremely humble. The first article was on the bank notes of Armenia in 
an outlined format; that first issue also included an abstract on an Armenian numismatic article. 
The issue was posted without cover. 

During the past forty years, numerous articles have been published by a multitude of authors. 
Furthermore, two festschrifts were published in Armenian Numismatic Journal dedicated to Fr. 
Clement Sibilian and Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian. 

The Society started its Special Publication series in 1981. In 2009, twenty-nine years later, 
SP15 was published. 

During this foity year period, the membership never grew large enough such that we might 
convert our Journal to an attractive publication and publish dozens more monographs. To my 
sorrow, these have been my failure and our society’s shortcomings. 

It is true that having published fifteen monographs and two commemorative volumes in ANJ 
and thirty-eight other volumes could make any numismatic organization very proud. Yet I feel 
that these two major goals of the Society were not fulfilled. 

When the ANJ was founded, I was young and energetic. Today my age has advanced and I 
have health problems. The Society’s Executive Board has decided to end the publication of Ar- 
menian Numismatic Journal in December of 2014. 

I would like to express my thanks to Dr. Levon A. Saryan, Mr. Terenik Nercessian, and Mr. 
Wartan Gewenian who have helped me publish a scholarly Journal. Also, I would like to thank 
to the multitude of authors for gracing the pages of the ANJ with their articles. 

The Armenian Numismatic Society will continue to remain as a functional organization but 
with limited activity. Those who would like to remain active members may continue to pay their 
annual membership dues to support and aid the organization. Communication will be maintained 
with the membership in writing and by e-mail. The annual USA membership will be reduced to 
$25 with foreign membership to $30. 

The membership will continue to have the previous discount privileges. 

Y. T. Nercessian 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Soci- 
ety, an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, 
Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, USA (webpage: www.ArmNumSoc.ora/ : e-mail: ArmNumSoc- 
@aol.com ). Associate Editors, W. Gewenian and T. Nercessian, Corresponding Editors, L. A. 
Saryan. Non-member subscriptions $70/80 per year. ISSN 0884-0180— LCCN 85-649443 
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Վերջ է^րամա^յւ^փաէլան 

Մարտ \915~ին Հ.«յ ‘հ^„.Տագ^^ակա1 Հան^Լ-ս^ առաջին համարը հրատարակուեցաւ: 

Սկիզբը շատ համեստ էր: Առաջին յօդուածը' ռւրուագծռւած, Հայաստանի 

թղթադրամներռւ մասին էր և համառօտագրութիւն մը' հայ դըամագիտական 
յօդռւածի մը վրայ։ Առաքռւեցաւ առանց կողքի: 

Վեըջին քառասուն տարիներու ընթացքին հըատաըակուեցան բազմաթիւ 

յօդուածնեը հեղինակնեըու փաղանգի մը կողմէ: Ինչպէս նաև հըատաըակուեցան * *Հ«,յ 
Գ^ամագ^4ք4ակա1 Հանք^կ-սէ երկու թացաոիկ հատորներ, ձօնուած' Հ- Կպեմէս 
Սիպիլեանին և Դոկտ. Զարեհ Պ- Պտուկեանին: 

Կազմակերպութիւնը սկսաւ հրատարակել Յատուկ Հրատարակութիւն մատենաշարը 
\9Տ\-ին: Քսանը ինը տարի ետք, 2009-ին հրատարակուեցաւ SP15 մենագրութիւնը: 

Քառասուն տարուայ շրջանին, անորոշ պատճառով, անդամակցութիւնը բաւարար 
չկարողացաւ մեծնալ, որ Հանդէսը վերածուէր շքեղ հրատարակութեան մը և 
հըատաըակուէը քանի մը տասնեակ մենագըութիւններ: Ցաւ ու սիրտ այս եղած է իմ 
ձախողութիւնը և մեր կազմակերպութեան թերութիւնը: 

ճիշդ է թէ հրատարակուած տասնը հինգ մենագրութիւններով, ՀԴՀ-ի եըկու 
բացառիկնեըով և եըեսուն ութը այլ հատոընեըով որևէ կազմակերպութիւն մը կրնայ 
պատիւ զգալ- սակայն, անկարելի է չմտածել, թէ կազմակերպութեան այս երկու 
հեռանկարները լիովին չեն իըականացուած: 

Եըբ ՀԴՀ-ը հիմնադըուեցաւ' ես եըիտասարդ և աշխոյժ էի: Այսօր իմ տարիքը 

յառաջացած է և առողջական խնդիընեը ունիմ: Կազմակեըպութեան վաըչութիւնը 

ոըոշեց 2014-/? Դեկտեմբեըին դադրեցնել ու վեըջաւոըութեան թեըել Հա^ 

հրատաըակութիւնը: 

Այս առթիւ կը փափաքիմ իմ երախտագիտութիւնը յայտնլ Դոկտ- Լեւոն 
Սարեանին, Պրն- Դեըենիկ Ներսէսեանին, Պըն- Վաըդան Գեվենեանին, ոըոնք ինծի 
օգնեցին հըատաըակելու բազմահմուտ մը.- Կ'ուզեմ նաեւ շնորհակալութիւն- 

ներ յայտնել հեղինակնեըու հոյլին, որոնք օժտեցին ՀԴՀ-ը իըենց յօդուածնեըով: 

Հայ Դրամագիտական Ընկերակցութիւնը պիտի շարունակէ մնալ իբրև գոյատևող 
Կազմակերպութիւն մը, սակայն սահմանափակ գոըծունէութեամբ: Բոլոը անոնք որ կը 
փափաքին մնալ իբրեւ գոըծօն անդամնեը, կրնան վճարել իրենց տարեկան 
անդամատուրքը, շարունակել մնալ իբրեւ անդամ ու սատարել և զօրավիգ կանգնիլ 
կազմակերպութեան' երբ պահանջքը նեըկայանայ: Անդամնեըուն հետ կապ պիտի 

պահուի տպուած և էլէկտըոնիկային միջոցներով: ԱՄՆի տարեկան անդամատուրքը 
պիտի նուազի $25-ի, օտար երկիրներու համար' $30-/7; 

Անդամները պիտի շարունակեն ունենալ' զեղչով ապրանք գնելու նախկին 
առանձնաշնորհումները: Ե- Թ- Նեըսէսեան 


MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT SCHEDULE 

All Armenian Numismatic Society members receive a 20% discount on all publications*: 
Armenian Numismatic Journal issues (bound volumes included), Special Publications, 
Bedoukian publications, and also our silver medals. 

* Except for publications which are already offered at a reduced price 
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ARMENIAN COINS EXCAVATED AT KINET 


(Part II) 


Y. T. NERCESSIAN Plate 10 

In 2004, we published a report on the Cilician Armenian coins discovered at the port city 
of Kinet, located in Cilician Armenia.^ In 2013, Prof. Scott Redford e-mailed us and asked if 
we would be interested to continue studying the coins discovered during the last years of 
excavation at Runet. Also, he suggested that a report on these coins from the medieval levels 
at Kinet should be prepared and published. 

As before, the Armenian coins were individual finds and did not constitute a hoard as 
such. Prof. Redford emphasized that all of the Armenian coins that have been found have 
been single finds; and all are from stratified archaeological contexts. ICNH-1208 (catalogued 
as No. 63 in this report) which, although poorly preserved, is very important because it was 
found together with the hoard of Antiochene deniers that David Metcalf is working on and 
may help to date that hoard. 

Cataloguing the coins 

Using the electronic images provided, we were able to successfully identify and catalogue 
the coins as we had done in Part I. The catalogue is arranged in chronological sequence of the 
rulers. 

The photographic plate offered for catalogue 2 utilized the actual electronic images 
transmitted to us via e-mail by Prof. Redford. An asterisk (*) indicates if the coin is 
illustrated in the plate. 


Table 2. Summary of Armenian coins found at Kinet (Part II) 


IVUiCl clliu ICkillcli peiiuu 

Levon I (119801219) 

v./oms lounu wuanutv or coins 

^Tank 

louna 

2 

Hetoum I (1226-1270) 

AR Hetoum-Zabel tram (1) 
ZE Tank (7) 

JE Equestrian kardez (7) 



JE King seated on throne, kardez (2) 

17 

Levon II (1170-1289) 

JE Kardez 

3 

Hetoum II (1289-93, 1295-1296, 1299-1305) 

JE Kardez 

6 

Levon III (1301-1307) 

AR Takvorin (1) 



JE Kardez (2) 

3 

Unidentifiable 

AR Tram 

1 

TOTAL 


32 


^ For the first part, see Y. T. Nercessian, “Armenian Coins Excavated at Kinet,” Armenian Numismatic 
Journal, Series I, Vol. XXX (June 2004), No. 2, pp. 47-55, pi. 3; reprinted in Armenian Numismatic Studies, Vol. II 
(Los Angeles, 2009), pp. 313-326, pi. 42-43. Table 2 and Catalogue 2 are the continuation of the first part. 
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Y. T. Nercessian 


CATALOGUE 2 

LEVON I (1198-1219) 


32* Tank 

Obv.; Bearded leonine head of king facing, wearing crown with five dots. Clockwise legend, 
+ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅԻՈՑ (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի քաղաքս Ի ՍԻՍ (struck in the city of Sis). 

Data: IE, Wt. 7.25 g, 29 mm0, KT15093, CCA 696, ACV 301 (grade VF+) KNH-1184 

33* Tank 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head of king facing, wearing crown with six dots. Clockwise legend, 

+ԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅԻՈՑ. 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂԱՔՆ Ի ՍԻՍ. 

Data: IE, Wt. 7.07 g, 28 mm0, KT16842, CCA 706, ACV 303 (green patina, grade VF+) 

KNH-1310 


HETOUM I (1226-1270) 

34* Hetoum-Zabel Tram 

Obv.: Queen Zabel standing on 1. facing and King Hetoum standing on r. facing. Both fig- 

ures are crowned and wearing royal vestments. Both are holding a long cross. Dot on 
the cross. Clockwise legend, 

■ւԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹ ԻԻՆՆ ԱՅ Ե (by the will of God). 

Rev.: Lion to r., crowned and holding a cross with 1. paw. Clockwise legend, 

+ՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ (Hetoum king of the Armenians. 

Data: AR, Wt. KT16268, CCA 896, ACV 334V (grade EF) KNH-1300 

35* Tank 

Obv.: King seated on throne adorned with lions. He holds a globus cruciger in his 1. hand, 

and a fleur-de-lys on his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ (Hetoum king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Potent cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

■ւՇԻՆԵԱԼ ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ ի սիս (struck in the city of Sis). 

Data: IE, 29 mm0, KT15104, CCA 1295, ACV 351 (grade VF) KNH-1185 

36 Tank 

Obv.: King seated on throne adorned with lions. He holds a globus cruciger in his 1. hand, 

and a fleur-de-lys on his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ [ՀԵԹ]ՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ. 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի ՍԻՍ. 

Data: IE, Wt. 7.46 g, 28 mm0, KT15654, CCA 1296, ACV 351 (only obverse image provided, 
green patina, grade VF) KNH-1309 
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37* Tank 

Obv.: King seated on throne adorned with lions. He holds a globus cruciger in his 1. hand, 

and a fleur-de-lys on his r. shoulder. Star in 1. field. Clockwise legend, 

+ՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ. 

Rev.: Potent cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂԱՔՆ ՍԻՍ. 

Data: JE, Wt. 7.03 g, 28 mm0, KT15081, CCA 1304, ACV 352V (some corrosion, grade VF+) 

KNH-1182 

38* Tank 

Obv.: King seated on throne adorned with lions. He holds a globus cruciger in his 1. hand, 

and a fleur-de-lys on his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

-ՒՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ. 

Rev.: Potent cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂԱՔՆ Ի ՍԻՍ. 

Data: /E, Wt. 9.08 g, 30 mm0, KT16826, CCA 1304, ACV 352V (pierced, otherwise grade 
VF) KNH-1303 

39 Tank 

Obv.: King seated on throne adorned with lions. He holds a globus cruciger in his 1. hand, 

and a fleur-de-lys on his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

-ՒՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ. 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի ՍԻՍ. 

Data: /E, KT15701, CCA 1328, ACV 353 (grade VF) KNH-1307 

40 Tank 

Obv.: King seated on throne adorned with lions. He holds a globus cruciger in his 1. hand, 

and a fleur-de-lys on his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

-1-ՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ. 

Rev.: Potent cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

-ՒՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի ՍԻՍ. 

Data: /E, 30 mm, KT14572, CCA 1362V, ACV 351V (corroded, grade F/about VF)KNH-1169 

41 Tank 

Obv.: The obverse of this coin is in very poor condition. However, the presence of letter T 

(Թ ) at 2h and 4:30h enabled us to assign this coin to King Hetoum I. 

+The inscription is not legible. 

Rev.: Very poorly visible, potent cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի ՍԻՍԻ (struck in the city of Sis). 

Data. JE, Wt. 8.20 g, 29 mm0, KT11711, similar to CCA 1308, ACV 351 (grade Very 
PoorA^ery Good+) KNH-997 

42* Kardez, equestrian 

Obv.: King on horseback to r., wearing a crown and holding a scepter in his r. hand which 

extends over his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ (Hetoum king of the Armenians). 
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Rev.: Potent cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻ[ՆԵԱԼ Ի] ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի ՍԻՍ (struck in the city of Sis). 

Data: /E, Wt. 4.70 g, 23 mm 0 , KT14362, CCA 1365, ACV 359V (reverse off center, otherwise 
grade VF+ KNH-1160 

43 Kardez, equestrian 

Obv.: King on horseback to r., wearing a crown and holding a scepter in his r. hand which 

extends over his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ. 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի ՍԻ. 

Data: JE, Wt. 4.83 g, 25 mm 0 , KT11525, CCA 1376, ACV 359V (grade VF+) KNH-996 

44* Kardez, equestrian 

Obv.: King on horseback to r., wearing a crown and holding a scepter in his r. hand which 

extends over his r. shoulder. Star in 1. field. Clockwise legend, 

+ՀԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈ. 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի ՍԻ . 

Data: JE, Wt. 4.31 g, 23 mm 0 , KT14061, CCA 1376, ACV 359V (note that the second letter 
of king’s name, ՀԵԹՈԻՄ (Hetoum) is missing, grade VF+) KNH-1158 

45 Kardez, equestrian 

Obv.: King on horseback to r., wearing a crown and holding a scepter in his r. hand which 

extends over his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ. 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ [ՇԻ]ՆԵԱԼ Ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի Ս. 

Data: JE, Wt. 3.40 g, 24 mm 0 , KT12148, CCA 1377, ACV 359V (grade about VF) KNH-998 

46* Kardez, equestrian 

Obv.: King on horseback to r., wearing a crown and holding a scepter in his r. hand which 

extends over his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+Հ[ԵԹՈԻ]Մ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅ. 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի ՍԻ[Ս]. 

Data: 23 mm 0 , KT15089, CCA 1387, ACV 359V (grade VF) KNH-1183 

47 Kardez, equestrian 

Obv.: King on horseback to r., wearing a crown and holding a scepter in his r. hand which 

extends over his r. shoulder. 

+The obverse circular inscription is not legible. 

Rev.: Potent cross with lines in first and third quadrants, stars in second and fourth quad- 

rants. Clockwise legend, 

■ւ[ՇԻՆԵ]ԱԼ ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի Ս[ԻՍ]. 

Data: JE, Wt. 6.01 g, 25 mm 0 , KT16252, similar to CCA 1369, ACV 359 (green patina, worn, 
grade VG/F) KNH-1301 
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48 Kardez, equestrian 

Obv.: King on horseback to r., wearing a crown and holding a scepter in his r. hand which 

extends over his r. shoulder. ^ 

+The obverse is worn out and it is impossible to read the legend from the photograph. 
Rev.: Potent cross with for lines in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ [b] ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի UU (struck in the city of Sis). 

Data: JE, Wt. 4.37 g, 25mm0, KT17430, similar to CCA 1368, ACV 359 (obverse well worn, 
grade Very Poor/F) KNH-1344 

49* Kardez. King seated on wide bench — like throne 

Obv.: King seated legs crossed on a wide bench. He holds a globus cruciger in his 1. hand 

and in his r., folded upward, a fleur-de-lys extending over his r. shoulder. Star in the 
1. field. Clockwise legend, 

+ [ՀԵԹՈԻՄ] ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ (Hetoum king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Potent cross with half moon in first quadrant and lines in second, third, and fourth. 

Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի ՍԻՍ (struck in the city of Sis). 

Data: M, Wt. 5.22 g, 23 mm0, KT17306, CCA 1394, ACV 363 (grade F+A^) KNH-1347 

50 Kardez. King seated on throne 

Obv.: King seated on throne adorned with lions. He holds a globus cruciger in his 1. hand, 

and a fleur-de-lys on his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

-Ւ ԱԳԱԻՈՐ 

Rev.: Potent cross with half moon in first quadrant and lines in second, third, and fourth. 

Clockwise legend, 

+ Ի ԳԱՂԱ.. Ի ... . 

Data: IE, Wt. 3.76 g, 25 mm0, KT17840, similar to CCA 1412, ACV 364 (well worn and very 
crude, grade Very Poor) KNH-1346 

LEVON II (1170-1289) 

51* Kardez 

Obv.: Lion walking 1. Clockwise legend, 

+ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ [ՇԻՆ]ԵԼ Ի ՔԱՂԱՔՆ . ... (struck in the city of Sis). 

Data: IE, Wt. 4.67 g, 27 mm0, KT15909, similar to CCA 1540, ACV 387 (off center, green 
patina, VG-I-) KNH-1308 

52 Kardez 

Obv.: Lion walking 1. Clockwise legend, 

+ ԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈ. . 

Rev.: Cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

2 King Hetoum I and King Smpad struck copper coins where the obverse has the “King on horseback” design. In 
the Metrology of Cilician Armenian Coinage, by Y. T. Nercessian (Los Angeles, 2007), the average metrological data 
of Hetoum I coin is 4.45g and 24.68mm0 (p. 65); for Smpad 1.83g and 19.24mm0 (p. 90). Therefore, the above 
catalogued copper coin (No. 48) must be given to Hetoum I. 
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+ ՔԱՂԱՔՆ .. . 

Data: M, Wt. 4.86 g, 27.5 mm0, KT17313, similar to CCA 1540, ACV 387 (well worn, Very 
Poor) KNH-1342 

53 Kardez 

Obv.: Lion walking 1.^ 

+The obverse is well worn and it is impossible to read the legend from the photo- 
graph. 

Rev.: Cross with four stars in four quadrants. 

H-The reverse is well worn and it is impossible to read the legend from the photo- 
graph. 

Data: JE, Wt. 4.86 g, 27.5 mm0, KT17323, similar to CCA 1540, ACV 387 (well worn, grade 
Very Poor) KNH-1345 

HETOUM II (1289-1293, 1295-1296, 1299-1305) 

54* Kardez with king’s head 

Obv.: Crowned head of king facing. Clockwise legend, 

+ՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԱՅՈՑ (Hetoum king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Long ornate cross with two bars. Clockwise legend, 

■ւՇԻՆԵԱԼ ի գա.... ի սիս (struck in the city of Sis). 

Data: M, 21 mm0, KT15204, CCA 1589, ACV 398 (off center, some corrosion and soil de- 
posit, grade F -ւ) KNH-1190 

55* Kardez with king’s head 

Obv.: Crowned head of king facing. Clockwise legend, 

■ք֊ՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ . 

Rev.: Long ornate cross with two bars. Clockwise legend, 

■ւՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ԳԱՂԱ 

Data: JE, Wt. 2.87 g, 23 mm0, KT19919, CCA 1589, ACV 398V (grade about VF) KNH-1447 

56 Kardez with king’s head 

Obv.: Crowned head of king facing. Clockwise legend, 

+ՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԱՅՈ . 

Rev.: Long ornate cross with two bars. Clockwise legend, 

-Ւ ԳԱՂԱԳՆ Ի ՍԻՍ . 

Data: JE, 22 mm0, KT22525, CCA 1592, ACV 398V (grade VG/F) KNH-1550 

57* Kardez with bang’s head 

Obv.: Crowned head of king facing. Clockwise legend, 

-ՒՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱ . 

Rev.: Long ornate cross with two bars. Clockwise legend, 

■ւ[ՇԻ]ՆԵԱԼ ի ԳԱՂԱԳՆ .. . 


^ King Levon II and King Levon V struck copper coins where the obverse has the “Prancing lion” design. In the 
Metrology of Cilician Armenian Coinage, the average metrological data of Levon II coin is 4.06g and 23.58mm0 (p. 
73); for Levon V, 0.74g and 15.49mm0 (p. 156). Therefore, the above catalogued copper coin (No. 53) must be given to 
Levon II. 
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Data- IE Wt. 3.17g, 23 mm0, KT16420, CCA 1598, ACV 398V (reverse off center, grade 
F/F+) KNH-1304 

58 Kardez, king seated 

Obv.: King seated in oriental fashion on an invisible pillow or on floor. King’s vestment is 

folded between two knees. Left hand raised holding cross and r. hand holding mace 
which extends over his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ՀԵԹՈԻՄ ԹԱԳԱ . 

Rev.: Cross with dots in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ [ՇԻՆ]ԵԱԼ Ի ԳԱՂ- • 

Data: IE, Wt. 3.71 g, 20 mm0, KT17441, CCA 1630, ACV 401V (grade VG) KNH-1348 

59* Kardez, king seated 

Obv.: King seated in oriental fashion on an invisible pillow or on floor. King’s vestment is 

folded between two knees. Left hand raised holding cross and r. hand holding mace 
which extends over his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ [ՀԵԹՈ]ԻՄ ԹԱԳԱ. 

Rev.: Cross with dots in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԱԼ Ի ՍԻՍ. 

Data: Wt. 3.37 g, 21 mm0, KT15824, CCA 1631, ACV 400V (grade F+) KNH-1305 

LEVON III (1301-1307) 

60* Takvorin 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r., holding reins with his 1. hand, and with his r., a cross ex- 

tending over his r. shoulder. Field mark, two circles separated by an arc. Clockwise 
legend, 

-ՒԼԵԻՈՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ՀԱՅՈՑ (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross with one arm. Lion without claws. 

Cross below lion. Clockwise legend, 

+ՇԻՆԵԼ Ի ՔԱՂԱՔՆԻ ՍԻՍ (struck in the city of Sis). 

Data: AR, Wt. 2.02 g, 22 mm0, KT15905, CCA 1746, ACV 420 (grade VF) KNH-1302 

61* Kardez 

Obv.: King seated on a bench-like throne, holding cross in r. hand and staff in 1., extending 

over his shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

-(-ԼԵԻՈՆ ....ԻՈՐ ՀԱՅ. 

Rev.: Cross with dots in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

-Ւ..ՆԵԱԼ Ի ՔԱՂԱ" • 

Data: IE, 19 mm0, KT22268, CCA 1826, ACV 432V (grade F -ւ) KNH-1549 

62 Kardez 

Obv.: King seated on a bench-like throne, holding cross in r. hand and staff in 1., extending 

over his shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

-t- Ր ՀԱ. . 

Rev.: Cross with dots in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 

-Ւ....ԱԼ . ՔԱՂ- . 

Data: .®, Wt. 2.71 g, 20 mm0, KT16029, similar to CCA 1826, ACV 432 (off center, green 
patina, grade Very Poor) KNH-1311 
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UNIDENTIFIABLE 

63 Silver coin (Tram?)^ 

Unidentifiable and poorly preserved. Visible, illegible circular Armenian inscriptions 
on both sides. A silver tram, possibly of King Levon I. 

Data: AR, 21.5 mm0, KT14955 (grade Very Poor, broken into four pieces) KNH-1208 

Mints of Medieval Kingdom of Cilician Armenia 

Generally speaking, the best known mint of the medieval kingdom of Cilician Armenia 
was Sis. However, there are a few others. 

In the United States there are three major mints where the legal tender coins are 
minted. Coins do not always indicate their mint marks. For example, the letter indicating the 
first mint “P” for Philadelphia is not engraved on the coins (exceptions respected). The mints 
of Denver and San Francisco on the other hand, are indicated by “D” and “S”, respectively. 

Darson (Tarsus) was considered the first mint in Cilician Armenia and possibly for this 
reason, coins struck in Darson are not engraved with the legend “struck in the city of 
Darson.” The only time they indicated that the coin was struck in Darson was during the 
reign of King Gosdantin III (1344-1363). We are unsure why “struck in the city of Darson” 
was inscribed during this period. Perhaps, the fear of losing Darson to the Egyptian Mamluks 
prompted it; because the fort of Baberon, near Darson, was captured by the enemy. In 1360, 
Sultan al-Nasir of Egypt captured the cities of Adana and Darson, thus both of these cities 
were lost for the Armenians.® 

After the capital Sis, the city of Darson was very important and the second capital. The 
coronation of King Levon I took place there.® Darson had a cosmopolitan population; beside 
Armenians, it included Greeks, Assyrians, Jews, and Italians. The official residence of the 
papal nuncio was also located at Darson.'^ 

However, Ayas played a greater role in development and expansion of trade. It was the 
residence of not only local craftsmen and merchants, but also for those who had come from 
East and West for the purpose of carrying transactions of commercial goods with Europe, 
Asia, and Africa.® In 1271, Marco Polo set out from Ayas on his famous and historic voyage to 
Central Asia. He considered Ayas a prime port for all types of spices, silk, wood, clothing with 
gold, drugs, etc.® Ayas, in addition to being a seaport, was the financial gateway of Armenia 
to Western Europe. Thousands of silver coins, perhaps millions, changed hands at Ayas to 
meet the needs of commercial transactions. For this purpose it was expedient and logical to 
have a mint there to serve the best interests of Armenians as well as foreign merchants. 
Bedoukian^o is of the opinion that Venetians had special privileges for more than one 
hundred years to strike Crusader gold coins in Ayas. These gold coins were struck primarily 


* According to the report of Kinet Excavation Conservator, “the coin is silver, and possibly Armenian. Also, 
illegible but wide border on one side and possibly figure holding a lily, the other. Border off center.” 

® Paul Z. Bedoukian, “Medieval Armenian Coins,” Selected Numismatic Studies I, p. 243; also in the booklet of 
Medieval Armenian Coins (Paris, 1971), p. 54; reprinted from Revue des Etudes Armeniennes, New Series, Vol. VIII 
(1971), pp. 365-431. 

® Fr. Gh. Alishan, Sissouan (Venice, 1885), p. 269 (in Armenian). 

^ ibid., p. 274. 

^ibid., pp. 356-373. 

® G. Pauthier (Paris, 1866), I, pp. 15, 18, 34; A. C. Moule and P. Pelliot, Marco Polo (London, 1938), pp. 31 and 
94. 
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to satisfy the needs of Crusader merchants. They have been studied in detail by some 
numismatists.^^ 

We have numerous silver and copper coins of Levon Hetoum and Levon 1Ր'* which 
indicate that they were struck in the city of Ayas. 

As noted above, Sis was the major mint of Cilician Armenia. One only needs to scan the 
pages of Coinage of Cilician Armenia and Armenian Coins and Their Values to observe the 
legend, “struck in the city of Sis.” Sis was located in a mountainous area and better protected 
from the enemy. That was not the case for the mints of Ayas and Darson. In fact when 
Darson fell to the enemy, the unfinished coin striking of King Gosdantin III takvorins (silver 
coins) continued in the mint of the capital Sis by using the same obverse die.^® 

All of the Armenian copper coins excavated at Kinet that have been identified and at- 
tributed to Armenian kings have the legend “struck in the city of Sis” (Շինեալ ի քաղաքն ի 
Սիս). Sometimes the legends are misspelled. And often they are abbreviated because the die- 
cutter did not have sufficient space to complete his engraving. 

In Part I, the only silver coin we have is a Levon II half tram (No. 15). This half tram was 
struck with tram dies and lacks legend. The circular inscription of Levon II new trams bear 
the inscription of “struck in the city of Sis” and some “struck in the city of Ayas.” Since most 
of the regular trams were struck in the mint of Sis, probably this half tram was struck is Sis. 

In Part II, we have a tram (No. 34) attributed to Hetoum-Zabel, a takvorin (No. 60) of 
Levon III, and a tram which cannot be identified (No. 63). The Hetoum-Zabel tram is more 
than 90% silver. The circular legends do not indicate the mint where the coin was struck. In 
our opinion it may have been struck in the mint of Darson. The Levon III takvorin is a 
debased silver coin. The legend indicates that it was struck in the mint of Sis. 

Circulation of Cilician Armenian Coins 

Coins of the medieval Cilician Armenian kingdom were struck in silver and copper for 
the purpose of circulation. Silver coins were the standard medium of exchange with the 
merchants in Armenia and were used for international commerce. Also, during the reign of 
Levon I and Hetoum I, the weight of silver trams was equivalent to the weight of Islamic 
dirham and the Armenian tram contained more than 90 percent silver. Hence, the tram cir- 
culated freely in the Levant and traveled to many countries around the Mediterranean basin. 
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such as Spain, France, Iznimit,^® Mersin,^^ Daphne (near Antioch),^® Syria,^^ Beisan,^^ 
Hama,^^ Cyprus,^^ Tell Keisan,^® Tiberias, and a shipwreck (near Egypt?),^'^ Egypt^® and 
others where the provenance remains unknown.^® Hoards indicate that the Islamic dirhams 
and the Armenian silver trams circulated together in the Levant, since these types of coins 
have been found together in the same hoards.^® 

In part I, we indicated that there was considerable intermarriage between the 
Armenians and Crusaders. King Levon I, from his first wife, had a daughter, Isabelle, who 
was married in 1214 to John of Brienne, king of Jerusalem. King Levon’s niece and Baron 
Roupen II’s daughter, Alice, married in 1195 to Raymond, the eldest son of Bohemond III of 
Antioch with the understanding that their future child would be ruling joint Crusader 
Antioch and Cilician Armenia. King Levon I invaded Antioch twice in 1203 and 1208. For 
these occasions he struck billon deniers similar to the Crusader coins. And we know for a fact 
that one of these extremely rare coins was found with a hoard of Antiochene deniers.^^ 

As mentioned in part I of this report. King Hetoum’s daughter, Sibylle, married 
Bohemond VI, prince of Antioch and count of Tripoli.^^ Crusader Antioch had a common 
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border with Armenia and for practical purposes it was a part of Armenia. Now it was 
Hetoum’s responsibility to defend Antioch against any future invasions 

As mentioned previously, the copper coins were used for domestic trading. It is of historic 
and numismatic interest to note that the copper coins generally circulated within the imme- 
diate surrounding and generally speaking, they did not travel very far from their country of 
origin. 

Furthermore, there was an extensive commercial trade between Armenia and the princi- 
pality of Antioch. One can conclude from the discovery of so many Armenian coins of six dif- 
ferent kings with numerous Crusader individual coin finds and a coin hoard at the Kinet 
excavation site reflects a normal historical archaeological process. 


Table 3. Summary of all Armenian coins found at Kinet 


Ruler and regnal period 

Coins found Ouantitv of coins found 

Levon I (1198-1219) 

IE Tank 

8 

Hetoum I (1226-1270) 

AR Hetoum-Zabel tram (1) 
IE Tank (10) 

IE Equestrian kardez (12) 



IE King seated on throne, kardez (2) 

25 

Levon II (1170-1289) 

AR Half tram (1) 



IE Kardez (8) 

9 

Hetoum II (1289-93, 1295-1296, 1299-1305) 

IE Kardez, King’s head (8) 



IE Kardez, king seated (5) 

13 

Smpad (1296-1298) 

IE Pogh 

1 

Levon III (1301-1307) 

AR Takvorin (1) 



IE Kardez (3) 

4 

Crusader, Tancred (1104-1112) 

IE Copper 

1 

Unidentifiable 

AR Traun 

1 


IE Kardez 

1 

TOTAL 


63 


All of the Armenian coins discovered at the Kinet excavation site are summarized in 
Table 3, Summary of all Armenian coins found at Kinet. 

Examining the Armenian coins excavated at the Kinet site, one cannot help but contem- 
plate about the lack of baronial coins, even from Baron Levon II (1187-1198) who ascended 
the throne of Cilician Armenia as the first anointed and crowned king. At this time, during 
the coronation of Levon, Armenia was the strongest and most prosperous Christian nation in 
the Levant. However, there is an unidentified silver coin (No. 63) which belongs to royal 
period, could be a tram of King Levon I (figure holding lily). 

At the top of this list is Levon I (1198-1219) of Cilician Armenia. We have only 8 tanks 
(large coppers) attributed to this king. 


Paul Z. Bedoukian, “Cilician Armenia and Crusader Antioch,” Selected Numismatic Studies II (Los Angeles, 
2003), pp. 170-200, reprinted from Handes Amsorya, Vol. Cl (1987), pp. 815-832; “Coinage of Tripoli (Xllth-XIIIth 
Century),” Selected Numismatic Studies II (Los Angeles, 2003), pp. 210-231, reprinted from Revue Beige de 
Numismatique, Vol. CXXXIV (1988), pp. 107-127. 
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Hetoum I (1226-1270) is the second king of Cilician Armenia. It is worth mentioning that 
Hetoum I ruled 45 years, much longer regnal period than any other any other Armenian 
king. Nearly 40% (that is 25 out of 63 coins) of the Armenian coins discovered at Kinet belong 
to Hetoum I. One of these coins is a Hetoum-Zabel silver tram, of the others 10 are tanks, 2 
kardezzes (medium size coppers), and 12 equestrian kardezzes, exactly half of Hetoum’s 
copper coins. This report indirectly testifies that Antioch not only had international 
commerce but also intermarriage with Armenia; and during the regnal period of Hetoum I 
that was elevated to a higher level since Bohemond VI was his son-in-law. Now it was 
Hetoum’s responsibility to defend Antioch against the Mamluk attacks. 

Hetoum II copper coins constitute 20% of the Armenian pieces, that is 13 out of 63 coins. 
It is interesting to note that Hetoum II struck billon deniers similar to Crusader coins; how- 
ever none has been unearthed at Kinet. After Hetoum II, the circulation of Armenian coins 
declines sharply in Crusader Antioch. 

One should keep in mind the proper perspective of history. In 1268, the Mamluks cap- 
tured and sacked Antioch; and in 1289, the principality of Tripoli, the last Crusader 
stronghold, was captured by the Mamluks. In the end of the thirteenth century, beside the 
medieval kingdom of Cilician Armenia, Cyprus was the only other Christian kingdom in the 
Levant. 


ՀԱՅԿԱԿԱՆ ԴՐԱՄՆԵՐ ՊԵՂՈԻԱԾ ՔԻՆԷԹԻ (Մասն Ր ) 

[Ամփոփում] 


Տ ոսցակւսգրուած դրամները յա յտնաբե րուած են '^էնէթ ղո ւ.մն ե ր ո ւ. շարունա՚~ 

կու֊թեան լ^թարքէնյ 1999 թուականէն յետոյւ Փրք^ֆ՝ Ոէտֆորտ թղթակցե րաւ. ու. մեղի 

ղրկեց 32 կ տոր դրամնե րու. լուսանկարները^ որ զանոնր վերագրենք ու հրատարակենք մեր 
տեղեկադրութեա ն մէջ-. 3 աջորդ տա րուան մ էջ այս դրամնե ր ը դա ս ա ւո րուե րան իրենց 
մ իաւորի և տիրակալի անունով ու ցանկը իրեն ղրկուեցաւ՝. 

Պեղ ումնե րու ընթացքին յա յտնաբե րուած դրամնե ր ը կը պատկանին Հայկական ^ ի էիկի^ J 
միջնադարեան թագաւո րութեան ու իյաչակիր Անտիոքի լատին դքսութեան՝. 

Հիմն ուած մեզի հասած տեղեկութեան Քինէթի պե ղումնե րէն յա յտնաբե րուած դրամնե ր ը 
կը պատկանին հետևեա լ հայ թագաւո րնե բուն — Լևոն քՀ, 8 պրլնձեայ դանգ^ Հե թում Այ 1 հատ 
Հե թ ում-՚^^ապկ լ արծաթեայ դրամյ 10 պդնձեայ դանգյ 12 պրլնձեայ ձիաւոր քարտէզյ և 2 
պր^ձեայ թագաւորը նստած քարտէզ՛ Լևոն fiy 1 արծաթեայ կիսադրամ արւանց շրջագրութեան 
(հատուած նոր դրամնե րու կաղապա րնե րով)յ 8 պրլնձեայ քարտէզ՛ Հե թում Բ, 8 պրլնձե ա յ 
թադաւորի գլուխով քարտէզյ 5 պրլնձեայ թագաւորը նստած քա րտէզ- Ամբատյ 1 փող- Լևոն 9*) 
1 արծաթեայ թադուորինյ 3 քարտէզւ քԱումբը կը պարունակէ անվերագրելի հայ արծաթեայ 
դրամ մ ըյ ինչպէս նաև այլ պղինձ մը վերադրուած Անտիոքի դքսութեան թանքրէտ 
իշիւանին։ 

Տ ա յտնաբե րուած դրամնե րու քարւասուն արւ հարիւրը կը պատկանին Հեթում Ա թա- 
դաւորին։ Պէաք չէ մորւնալ որ Հեթում Ա թագաւորը իշխեց 45 տարի- այս ^իէիկէ^յ թա~ 
գաւորներու ամենէն երկար գահակա լութեան շրջանն Էհ 

ինչպէս յիշուեցաւ այս տեղեկագութեան արւաջին բաժնին մէջյ Անտիոք ^ ի էիկի^յ հա- 
րաւային սահմանին վրայ եղած Էհ Նաև Հեթում Ա թադաւորի Սիպիլ դուստրը հարս գացած 
է Անտիոքի Պ^հեմոնտ Զ դուքսին։ Հե թ ում իր պա րտա կանութ իւն ը նկատած է պաշտպանել 
Անտիոք քաղաքը մամլուքներու յա րձա կումնե բուն դէմւ Նման քաղաքական պայմաններու 
ներքև հասկնա լի է, թէ ինչպէս Անտիոք քաղաքի դքսութեան դրամներն ու հայկական 
դրամները յա յտնաբե րուած են մ իատեդ ^ինէթի պեղումներու ընթացքին՝. Ե՝ Թ՝ Ներսէսեան 
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A RECENT BRONZE COIN 
FORGERY OF TIGRANES II OF ARMENIA 


An apparently new bronze coin forgery of Tigranes the Great made its appearance on the 
European ancient coin market in early 2013. Auction 92 of H. D. Rauch’ included a bronze (lot 
1 133, enlarged illustration below, Fig. 1) attributed to Tigranes II of Armenia Major (95-56 BC) 
with the Antioch Tyche reverse. This piece is very attractive and virtually flawless; both obverse 
and reverse faces are nicely centered on a broad flan, the devices are fully struck, and essentially 
no traces of circulation wear or corrosion are apparent on the surfaces. The obverse depicts the 
bust of Tigranes facing right wearing his characteristic tiara, and the reverse shows the statue of 
Tyche seated on a rock holding a palm frond with a three-line legend. The piece is attributed as a 
variety of Nercessian 48^ with a blundered legend, from the mint of Antiochia ad Orontem (Syr- 
ia). The weight is 1 1.23 grams; the diameter and die rotation are not indicated. Estimated at 600 
Euro, the lot reportedly sold for 700 Euro (about $913 US). 



Fig. 1. H. D. Rauch auction 92, lot 1 133 

Subsequently, this piece appeared as lot 915 in Gorny & Mosch auction 215^, with an esti- 
mate of 800 Euro (Fig. 2). It sold for a hammer price of 640 Euro. The G&M example has the 


’ Auktionshaus H.D. Rauch is located in Vienna, Austria. Auction 92 was sold on April 22-24, 2013. 
For the coin listing, see 

http://www.acsearch. info/search. html?search=tiaranes&view mode=1 &en=1 &de=1 &fr=1 &it=1 &es 
=1 &ol=1 &sort=&c=&a=&l=#1 0 

^ Y. T. Nercessian, Armenian Coins and Their Values (Los Angeles: Armenian Numismatic Society, 
1995), p. 62, coin 48. 

3 

Gomy & Mosch Mtinzhandlung (abbreviated G&M) is located in Munich, Germany. Auction 215 
closed on October 14-15, 2013. For the listing, see 
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exact same weight (1 1 .23 grams), the same flan flaw (obverse 5 o’clock), and the same placement 
of devices on the flan, indicating that it is the exact same specimen as that sold by Rauch the pre- 
ceding April. As before, the diameter and die axis are not given. An enlarged photograph of G & 
M lot 915 is provided below. 



Fig. 2. Gorny & Mosch auction 215, lot 915 

There are several reasons to question the authenticity of this piece: 

(1) The weight is significantly higher than the great majority of genuine coins of the same type. 
For example, in a hoard of 133 Tigranes II bronze coins published by Bedoukian in 1991 (in- 
cluding 70 normal and 11 overstruck Tyche reverse coins), Tyche reverse coins range in 
weight from 3.08 grams (lowest) to 9.20 grams (highest).'' The weight of the piece described 
here exceeds the heaviest genuine coin of any type in this hoard by more than 2 grams! 

(2) The tiara peaks on this piece are shaped like narrow fingers with rounded points, whereas on 
most genuine coins of Tigranes, the peaks are either triangular in shape with a sharp point, or 
composed of pellets. 

(3) The circular border on the obverse of the subject piece is drawn as a plain solid circle. On 
genuine bronzes, this circle is constructed using fine pellets. 

(4) The star on the tiara is drawn as if it were a flower with rounded petals. 

(5) The portrait of Tigranes on this piece is awkward, and the space between the ear and neck 
flaps is not drawn correctly. Specifically, four nearly parallel lines appear in this space; this 
is never seen on genuine coins. Also, below the ear flap an unusual triangular field mark with 
a cross can be seen; this too is never seen on genuine silver or bronze coins. 


https://www.qmcoinart.de/auction/K%C3%96NIGREICH%20ARMENIEN Tiaranes%20ll%20.%2 
0der%20Gro%C3%9Fe.%2095%20- 

%2056%20v%20%20Chr.aspx?rownum=3&backid=ib6351 40231 395305861 &laqer=00105&los=9 
15&ActivelD=1512&lanq=en 

՜* Paul Z. Bedoukian, A Hoard of Copper Coins of Tigranes the Great and a Hoard of Artaxiad Coins 
(Los Angeles: Armenian Numismatic Society, 1991), pp. 8-12. 
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(6) The legend is blundered beyond any semblance of accuracy. On genuine coins, the 
three-line legend reads from top to bottom beginning to the right of the statue. Alt- 
hough the lettering here is clear, all three words are spelled incorrectly. Several letters 
are upside down. The first word is unintelligible, and the first and third words read in the 
wrong direction. 

(7) On genuine coins of Tigranes, the goddess Tyche always wears a turreted crown. Here, the 
crown is replaced with a different type of headdress, and the body of Tyche is misshapen. 

(8) The swimmer in the river appears with a radiate crown or headgear. Ordinarily, coins of this 
type show the swimmer’s head bare. 

Hundreds of genuine Tigranes bronzes, of which the Antioch Tyche is the most commonly 
encountered reverse type, have been described and published over the past four decades. Alt- 
hough these coins typically vary in weight and style from example to example, none are so egre- 
giously incorrect in so many respects as the piece described here. To the best of this author’s 
knowledge, until its appearance in Rauch auction 92, no example similar to this one had appeared 
in print. 

The provenance of this piece is unknown at present.^ Although care was obviously taken to 
fabricate an attractive and eye-appealing imitation, the very serious metrologic, epigraphic and 
stylistic problems noted above indicate that the maker was not familiar with the technical details 
of genuine Artaxiad coins. In the absence of substantial convincing evidence to the contrary, this 
piece must be considered a recently manufactured forgery. 

L. A. Saryan, Ph.D 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


4 STOLYARIK, Elena. Collections, New Acquisitions; [Armenia, Komitas], by Elena 
Stolyarik, American Numismatic Society Magazine, Vol. 13 (2014), No. 1, pp. 56-57, illus. 

A medal dedicated to composer Komitas (1869-1935) is described. The commemorative medal portrays the 
bust of Komitas on the obverse; the signature of Komitas and three craanes are displayed on the reverse. 
The medal is sculpted by Mnazakan Tamrasian (1966). It is donated to the American Numismatic Society 
collection by Robert W. Schaaf. YTN 


Նկ՚^րագրուած է երգահան էքոմէտասին (1869-1935) նոլիրուած մեդալ մը։ Յուչամեդալի երեսին 

պատկերուած է կոմիտասին կիսանդրին- և կը ներկայացնէ կոմիտասի ստորադրութիւնն ու. 
երեր կրՆունդներ կռնակին վրայ։ Մեդալը րանդակուաե է Մնացական ւ^ամրազեանէ կողմէ (1966): 
\0ուէրուահ՛ է ԼԼմերէկեան Ղ^րամագիտական Ընկերա կցոսթեան ժողովածուին Robert W. Schaaf^ 

կողմէ։ ԵԹՆ 


A communication was sent to G&M dated 5 September 2013 requesting evidence that might confirm 
the authenticity of this lot. A reply has not been received as of this writing. 
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My desktop computer died and I am trying to recover the data files. The drafts are there. It 
may be a few more days before I know what is going to happen, we can hope for the best. 

The ANS magazine latest issue (pp. 56-57) has a paragraph about the bronze medal of Komitas 
from 1966. It's worth a citation in numismatic literature. Levon Saryan 


I have recently purchased a lead Roupenian Armenian Renaissance Style Portrait coin. In 
2005, Michael Dennis O'Hara has requested any new finds to be reported or shared with him. Not 
sure if he is around or if anyone has any more interest in this coin. The coin is lead (one of three 
in existence) and I feel the name is very well struck. Also, hayots is spelled backwards I believe. 
The reverse is open to interpretation but going from 12:00, to the left I believe there is an "H" as 
the first letter. The coin also shows the "compass line" distinctly. Can you forward this email? I 
can split this up into two or three emails. You may put it into ANS if you like as a follow up to 
the 2005 article. Not sure if more has been written since them. Dr. Chuck Hajinian 

Tser Bilingual tramneru kirki gi gartam, hartsum mi unim, yete badaskhanek sad urakh bidi 
illam. Araperen inchbes gisek STRUCK IN THE CITY OF SIS Yete gi hacik Latin darer kordza- 
deerk. Garo Lachinian 

We received the books today. Thank you very much for the prompt shipment and the good pack- 
age. You are unbelievably efficient! All the best for you and the Society. Two more questions: 

• What is the meaning of OUT OF PRINT, author's copy? 

• All other titles are available as described in the catalogue? 

Demetrius Siatras, Greece 

Here is an article I have written concerning the image on the coronation trams of Levon I. It 
is not exhaustive but presents never discussed issues that, I believe will settle who is on the coin. 
Please email questions or concerns. Thank you for your steadfast work for our heritage. 

LEVON I CORONATION TRAMS.docx Chuck Hajinian,DDS 

ARTICLES REMAINING UNPUBLISHED 

The Armenian Coin Auctions of 2013 and 2014, by Y. T. Nercessian 

Selected Armenian Numismatic Bibliography of Ancient and Medieval Periods, 2001-2010, by 
Y. T. Nercessian 

Article s oti - Go s dantiFi coin s by Fr. Clement Sibilian and Paul Z. Bedoukiaa - , - tran s lated into Eng - 
4 ish by L. A . Saryan ■ 

A New Reading of the Legends on and Attribution of Coins of Baron Gosdantin I of Armenian 
Cilicia, by A. Tangamyan 

Պերճ Մ. Կարապետեանի դրամագիտական եւ հնագիտական ժողովածուն, Վերակազմող' 
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CLASSIFICATION OF THE COINS OF 
GOSDANTIN I (1298-1299) 


By Father Clement Sibilian 
Translated by L. A. Saryan, Ph.D. 


Translator’s Introduction 

The first reliable attribution of the gold, silver, and copper coins of King Gosdantin I of Cilician 
Armenia was made by the prominent Mekhitarist scholar Fr. Clement (Ghemes) Sibilian, the rele- 
vant portions of whose important monograph on Roupenian coins^ we offer below in English 
translation. 

Fr. Sibilian, who worked actively from the 1850s until his untimely death in 1878, challenged 
the attributions published by the venerable French antiquarian and Armenophile Victor Langlois in 
1855. Langlois attributed to King Gosdantin III (1344-1363) the gold and silver coins which are 
now assigned to King Gosdantin 1.^ Accordingly, Sibilian felt obliged (in the translation below) to 
explain in some detail his reasons for deviating from the opinion of Langlois. 

A few words should be added here regarding the numbering of the various Gosdantins who 
ruled in Cilician Armenia, as this can be a source of confusion for modern readers. Five rulers 
named Gosdantin controlled the Armenian government during the three-century existence of the 
Cilician state. Baron Gosdantin, son of Roupen who was the founder of the Cilician principality, 
ruled from 1095-1100. The first King Gosdantin, about whom this article pertains, did not come 
until two centuries later (1298-1299). The next King Gosdantin, who is always named Gi on his 
coins according to the French usage, ruled from 1342-1344. Gi was succeeded by a third King 
Gosdantin (1344-1363), and in turn by a fourth King Gosdantin (1365-1373). 

In the nineteenth century, when Sibilian wrote, it was customary practice to begin the num- 
bering of the Cilician rulers in 1080 AD with the founding of the Roupenian dynasty. Twentieth 
century numismatists and other scholars reassigned the numbering of the kings beginning in 
1198, when Baron Levon II was crowned as King Levon I, the first king of Cilician Armenia. Alt- 
hough this chapter is labeled “Gosdantin II,” there is nevertheless no question that the Gosdantin 
with whom we are here concerned was King Gosdantin I, who ruled in 1298 and 1299. Accord- 
ingly, the new numbering is employed in this translation. 

The transliteration used here follows that employed in English language numismatic litera- 
ture. The accompanying figures are taken from Sibilian’s original plates. A few clarifications and 
comments have been added in brackets, and some extra footnotes are inserted, all of which are 
enclosed in brackets with the translator’s initials. 


’ Fr. Clement Sibilian, Tasavoroutiun Roupenian Tramots, edited by Fr. Krikoris Kalemkiarian (Vien- 
na. Mekhitarist Press, 1892), pp. 48-50. Although published in 1892, Sibilian’s book was essentially com- 
plete before his death in 1 878. 

^ Victor Langlois, Numismatique del'Armenie au Moyen Age (Paris: Camille Rollin, 1855), pp. 90-92. 
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•kii-k 

Gosdantin I waged battle against Smpad to defend the right of King Hetoum II, since during 
Hetoum’s two-year absence, [Smpad] had ruled. In histories, it is noted that the soldiers of 
Gosdantin and Smpad had fought against each other, brother against brother, under the walls of 
Sis. Finally, Gosdantin I was victorious and occupied the Sis fortress. 

Gold 

Gosdantin has only one gold piece, kept at the Venice Mekliitarist Museum, on whose ob- 
verse is written “Gosdntin King of Armenians” (ԿՈՍՏԸՆԴԻՆ ԹԳ ZU3fl5) and on the reverse 
“he is king of the castle Sis” (ՍՍՈՅ ԲԵՐԴՆ է ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ).^ I have personally examined this 
coin many many times and verified its authenticity. Until now, the reading on the reverse side of 
this gold piece has not been correct. Langlois"* * has given an incorrect interpretation, reading that 
supposedly “the castle of Sis is royal”.^ However, to read the legend correctly and obtain the cor- 
rect meaning, we should instead read “he is king of the castle Sis”.® The word “castle” (ԲԵՐԴՆ) 
should be read in the possessive case, with the letters Դ and Ի ligatured, reading ԴԻ, just as on 
the silver Gosdantianos coin [discussed below] where the letters Ո and U are joined together. 
The meaning then becomes clear when the word is read “of the castle” (ԲԵՐԴԻՆ).'^ 



No. 1, Gold coin 


When Gosdantin defeated Smpad and captured the fortress of Sis, he struck this gold piece as 
a memorial to publicize his victory and announce this defeat of the enemy to the entire country. 
Because the weight of this gold* does not correspond to the weights of Byzantine nor Arabic gold 
coin weights, I believe that this gold coin was not struck as a tahegan coin intended to be passed 
in commerce, but rather as a medal. ^ 

Silver 

Equestrian coins of the Roupenian kings generally display as the royal emblem a lily on a 
staff or a cross. On this gold piece of Gosdantin, however, deviating from the general form and 
custom, [the king] is carrying a sword in his hand. This has an intentional significance. The ob- 
vious implication is that Gosdantin fought with the sword to defend the rights of the royal throne. 


^ [Some letters in the reverse legend are ligatures. LAS] 

'՚ [Langlois, p. 90. LAS] 

^ [Langlois, p. 90, writes in French “C’est le chateau royal de Sis.” LAS] 

® [Sibilian writes in French “II est roi du chateau de Sis.” LAS] 

’ [Sibilian notes parenthetically that this coin is illustrated in plate IV, no. 42. LAS] 

* [Paul Z. Bedoukian, in Coinage of Cilician Armenia (New York: American Numismatic Society, 
1962), p. 71, gives the weight of this coin as 3.6 grams). LAS] 

® Sibilian, p. 15. [Attention is directed to p. 15 of Sibilian’s monograph, where Father Kalemkiarian of- 
fers a general discussion of the question of Armenian gold coins. LAS] 
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rising against the usurper Smpad and his injustices. Apparently imitating the example set by the 
Crusaders, he went to war to uphold Hetoum’s rights. 

This is confirmed by an attractive silver coin in the Royal Museum of Vienna'® on which 
Gosdantianos is standing, facing forward, one hand holding a sword and the other hand a cross, 
once again as a soldier crusading against Smpad’s sympathizers. On the obverse [the legend 
reads] “Gosdantianos King of Armenian” (ԿՈՍՏՍՆԴԻԱՆՈՍ ԹԱՈՐ ZU3), and on the other 
side “by the empowerment of God he is king” (ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹԲՆ ԱՅ է ԹՍԳՈՐ)." 



Fig. 2, Silver coin 


Such a strong resemblance in the word “king” [between the obverse of the silver] and the re- 
verse side of the gold medal is only infrequently seen on the legends of Roupenian coins. On 
the opposite side of the silver coin the equestrian king holds a sword in his hand similar to the 
image on the gold medal. The silver fineness of this coin is intermediate but the artwork is note- 
worthy. This coin, in the Royal Museum of Vienna, is virtually unique as far as I know. 


Copper 

There is also a copper coin which is the same size and same fine [workmanship] as the copper 
coin of Smpad, on the obverse of which is written “Gosdantianos King A” (ԿՈՍՏԱՆԴԻԱՆՈՍ 
ԹԱԳ Z). The king is standing facing forward, holding a sword and a cross in his hands, in all 
with the style and design of the silver Gosdantin coin. The reverse reads “Made in the city 
Sis” (ՇԻՆԵԼ ՔԱՂԱՔՆ ԱԻԱԻ).'^ 



The diameter of this copper, being of exactly the same diameter as the coppers of Smpad, this 
[coin] pertains to the middle Roupenian period; and since it resembles the coppers of Smpad it is 

[Bedoukian, p. 334, records that this specimen is presently housed in the Kunsthistorisches (Art His- 
tory) Museum of Vienna. LAS] 

" [Some letters in the legends are ligatures. Sibilian notes parenthetically that the coin is illustrated on 
Plate IV, no. 43. LAS] 

[Sibilian is clearly suggesting that the formation of the letters on the gold and silver coins is so simi- 
lar that they are probably the work of a single die cutter. LAS] 

[This statement is no longer accurate. Several other examples have been found since. LAS] 

[Sibilian notes parenthetically that this coin is illustrated in plate IV, no. 44. LAS] 
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obvious that the Gosdantin copper can only belong to the contemporaneous Gosdantin who 
fought against Smpad [and thus not to any other king of the same name]. Furthermore, since the 
image on this copper being exactly the same as that on the silver, that silver also is to be ascribed 
to the same Gosdantin I, as well as the gold. Because all three of them show the sword in the 
hand, again I reiterate that the diameter of the copper coin confirms the attribution of the silver 
and the gold. Therefore, the Gosdantin gold and silver [coins] which Langlois gave to Gosdantin 
III՛^ must of course be returned to Gosdantin I. 

Fr. Mikael Chamchian, when speaking in his histoiy'^ about Gosdantin I, only for this 
Gosdantin does he write that “Gosdantin, whom they also called Gosdantianos, was himself seat- 
ed as king.” On the above-mentioned silver and copper coins the reading ԿՈՍՏԱՆԴԻԱՆՈՍ 
ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ (King Gosdantianos) likely gives additional support to our attribution. This is 
because when speaking of other Gosdantins, there is no indication that the others were called 
by this variant of the name. Also, when speaking about this Gosdantin I, sometimes the name 
ԿՈՍՏԱՆԴԻԱՆքւՍ is encountered in manuscripts. 

Of these coins, the Mekhitarist Museum in Vienna has five examples of the copper of 
Gosdantin I. 


DR. PAUL Z. BEDOUKIAN ON 
FR. CLEMENT SIILIAN 

“... Sibilian wrote several important articles. Father Sibilian was a member of the Armenian 
Roman Catholic Mekhitarian order in Vienna, an order established in 1717 in St. Lazare, Venice, 
by Mekhitar of Sebastia. In 1811, some members of the order moved to Vienna. Both branches of 
the order have made extremely valuable contributions to Armenian culture. The Mekhitarists to- 
day have large collections of Armenian books and impressive number of ancient Armenian man- 
uscripts. Vienna possesses by far the largest collection of Roupenian coins, and the collection in 
Venice is also important. Scholars have long depended on these two establishments for their 
source of information on Armenian studies. Neither Sestini nor Langlois could have carried out 
their studies without the active assistance of the Mekhitarists. 

Sibilian can be considered the father of Armenian numismatics. His writings were based on 
exhaustive studies and have proved remarkably accurate. On Sibilian’ s death Schlumberger 
wrote, «le Pere Cl. Sibilian, qui connaissait admirablement cette branche de I’archeologie arme- 
nienne et qui I’avait etudiee a la fois en patriote fervent, et en numismatiste distingue n’est 
plus.»” 

Excerpted from Coinage of Cilician Armenia, 1979 edition, p. xxvii 


Fr. Ghevont Alishan {Sisouan (Venice: San Lazzaro, 1885), p. 216, note 2) wants to assign [these 
coins] to King Gosdantin 111: “Since the first King Gosdantin, the son of King Levon 11, ruled for a very 
short time, and because the last Gosdantin ruled during very impoverished times, this coin was struck by 
Gosdantin III (1345-1363), the son of Marshal Baldwin. (In the original the final “3” is incorrectly printed 
as a “5”.) Perhaps this indicates to some that he was a usurper of the fortress of Sis, while others do not 
believe he reigned in and over Sis.” 

Mikayel Chamchian, Badmoutiun Hayots, Vol. Ill (Venice: San Lazzaro, 1786), p. 297. [This cita- 
tion pertains to the Armenian edition. LAS] 
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By Paul Z. Bedoukian 
Translated by L. A. Saryan, Ph.D. 


Translator’s Introduction 

The late numismatic scholar Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian began collecting Armenian coins as a 
youngster, but did not embark on serious numismatic research and writing until the 1950s. In 
order to compose his book Coinage of Cilician Armenia^ he realized that he would need to gather 
data from large collections in several countries of the world. To that end he traveled to Europe to 
research the holdings of several prominent museums and private collections. The largest of the- 
se was located at the famous Mekhitarist Monastery in Vienna, Austria. In gratitude for their co- 
operation and hospitality in allowing him to study their extensive numismatic collection, Bedouki- 
an promised Archbishop Mesrop Habozian, the monastery’s chief abbot, that he would contribute 
an article each year for their scholarly periodical. 

The first of several studies that he penned in fulfillment of this promise was an investigation of 
the coinage of King Gosdantin I of Cilician Armenia, published in the journal Handes Amsorya in 
1958.^ It is this study that is offered below in English translation. This was one of Paul’s earliest 
publications on Armenian numismatics and to the best of our knowledge the first of many to ap- 
pear in the Armenian language. Fifty-five years after its initial publication, we present it here for 
the contemplation of our readers. 

Gosdantin I ruled the Cilician kingdom for less than one year (1298-1299) during a very sad 
and turbulent time in Armenia’s history. Nevertheless, he struck coins in gold, silver, and copper 
that are significant for their original artistic designs (which depart from the iconography used by 
other Cilician kings), careful execution, and extreme rarity. 

This article offers a snapshot of what was known about the coinage of Gosdantin I in the mid 
1950s. The inventory presented here records just two gold tahegans, three silver trams, and 
eleven copper kardezzes, with an additional three coppers included as an addendum after the 
article was first submitted for publication. Paul also introduces an unresolved mystery concerning 
Gosdantin’s gold coinage, which has yet to be unraveled despite the passage of more than half a 
century. Although many more coins of Gosdantin are known today, the coins of this king continue 
to be among the rarest and most sought after in the Cilician Armenia series. Moreover, discover- 
ies over the past fifteen years have revealed unexpected new jewels in Gosdantin’s numismatic 
crown. 

To help readers better appreciate the text I have added some comments and clarifications in 
brackets and inserted additional footnotes, also enclosed in brackets and indicated by the initials 
LAS. The numbering of the footnotes is therefore not the same as in the original article. The 
transliteration system used follows that employed in English language numismatic literature. 

I Paul Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia (New York: American Numismatic Society, 1962). 

The original article (written in Armenian) appeared in Handes Amsorya (1958), no. 10, pp. 381-390, 
and is reprinted in Selected Numismatic Studies of Paul Z. Bedoukian (Los Angeles: Armenian Numismatic 
Society, 1981), pp. 334-338. 
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During the Armenian rule of Cilicia (1080-1375) several princes and kings struck thousands 
of coins which have reached our hands. Except for the scarce bilingual (Armenian and Arabic) 
trams of Hetoum I and the very rare Latin-inscribed coins of Levon I, all of these coins are in- 
scribed with Armenian letters. 

In spite of the existence of a wealth of [numismatic] material, our coins have not been studied 
adequately and at present Armenian numismatics is virgin soil which requires tilling. This article 
is dedicated to the examination of the coins of King Gosdantin I. 

To better appreciate the numismatic issues, it is worth casting a glance at the historical cir- 
cumstances that prevailed during this period. We can see that, during that time, in spite of the 
fact that Cilicia was living under the mortal threat of outside enemies, members of the royal fami- 
ly were occupied with fratricidal battles. While these conflicts may be disheartening [for Arme- 
nians] we must keep in mind that during those days all nations were afflicted with similar crises 
and pains. Poisonings and murders had become commonplace and essentially acceptable occur- 
rences within royal families. 

King Levon II [of Cilician Armenia] died on February 6, 1289. He had eleven children, of 
whom nine were alive at the time of his death. ^ Five male children fought with each other and [at 
various times] four of them ascended the throne.'^ After the death of Levon II, the throne was ac- 
quired by Hetoum II. Although he was a capable and popular individual, he was very religiously 
minded and did not wish to be anointed king nor devote himself to the affairs of state. For this 
reason, in 1293, he handed the throne to the next brother Toros, and retired to a monastery where 
he preferred to be called Frater Johannes (Brother John). Because of the difficult situation the 
country faced, Toros and the princes requested that Hetoum again assume the reins of govern- 
ment, and that took place in 1295. 

A year later, Hetoum and Toros together embarked on a journey to Constantinople to visit 
their sister Rita, who was the queen of the Byzantine Empire. The reins of the government were 
handed to the next brother, Smpad. Taking advantage of the situation, Smpad won over the ca- 
tholicos^ and some of the princes, and declared himself king. To strengthen his hand, Smpad ap- 
pealed to Chazan, Great Khan of the Tatars^ who recognized him as king of the Armenians. 
When Hetoum and Toros returned from Byzantium, Smpad had them arrested and imprisoned, 
Hetoum in the castle of Molovan’ and Toros in Partzrpert. Seven months later, thinking that per- 
haps the presence of the two brothers would endanger his position, he had Toros strangled to 
death and Hetoum blinded by searing. This act [of Smpad] seemed so intolerable to his brother 


^ [According to the genealogical chart table III prepared by Count W. H. Riidt-Collenberg, Levon and 
his wife Keran had 14 children. Two illegitimate children are also recorded. W. H. Rudt-Collenberg, The 
Rupenides Hethumides and Lusignans: The Structure of the Armeno-Cilician Dynasties (Paris; Librairie C. 
Klicksieck, 1963). LAS] 

'* [The five sons were Hetoum, Toros, Smpad, Gosdantin, and Oshin. No coins of Toros are known, 
and it is thought that he did not issue any coins, presumably because he only served as a caretaker of the 
affairs of state when Hetoum retired to a monastery. LAS] 

^ [The reigning catholicos was Grigor Anavarzatsi. LAS] 

^ [At this time, the Mongols (sometimes refeaed to as Tatars) were allies of the Armenian kingdom. 

^ [Molovan, also known as Milvan, was located near the Cilician Gates. See Robert W. Edwards, The 
Fortifications of Armenian Cilicia (Washington, D.C.: Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, 
1987), pp. 195-198. LAS] 
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Gosdantin that the latter gathered sympathizers and rose against Smpad, and the two opponents 
spilled blood in a fratricidal struggle. Gosdantin was victorious, and capturing Smpad he impris- 
oned him in the fortress of Gaban. Hetoum was then released, but because he was blind he al- 
lowed Gosdantin to rule the kingdom. 

Gosdantin was the first king of that name, even though two hundred years earlier (1095-1099) 
a son of Roupen I named Gosdantin had ruled over Cilicia. For this reason, some [writers] incor- 
rectly name him Gosdantin II, which is not accurate since he was the first Gosdantin who ruled as 
king. 

Contemporary chroniclers have called him [by several names, including] Tantm, Dntm, 
Gosdantin,'® Gosdantz," Gosdantianos,'^ etc., which are simply variations of the same name. It 
is also noted [in the chronicles] that Gosdantin ruled nine months'^ or ten months,''' while others 
claim one year or even one-half of a year.'^ 

It is apparent that Gosdantin ruled for nine or ten months. When Hetoum regained his eye- 
sight, the princes requested that he once again take the throne. Gosdantin was unhappy [with this 
turn of events]; he reconciled with his brother and former opponent Smpad and [together the two] 
rose against Hetoum. However, the Armenian people, the princes, and the Knights of the Tem- 
plar and Hospitaler orders all took Hetoum’s side. As a result, the two rebellious brothers were 
defeated without much difficulty, captured, and exiled to Byzantium where they remained until 
their deaths. 

As can be seen, Gosdantin I reigned for barely nine to ten months and [therefore] did not 
have time to strike large quantities of coins. The time required to create the designs and to pre- 
pare the dies (molds) of course took a few months; consequently the coins were perhaps struck 
over a six-month period. Thus, it is understandable that the coins are encountered infrequently 
and are in fact very rare. It is also possible to suppose that when Hetoum defeated Gosdantin, any 
coins of Gosdantin found in the mint at Sis were melted, since they were the coins of a usurper. 

Nevertheless, it is apparent that Gosdantin devoted great importance to coin production, since 
his coins are prepared with great care and with a completely new and artistic style. It is surpris- 
ing that in that short span of time he was able to strike gold as well as silver and copper coins. 



No.l, Gold 


g 

V. A. Hakobyan, Manr Jhamanakakrutiunner, XIII-XVIIl C (Yerevan: Armenian SSR Academy of 
Sciences Press, 1956), p. 170. 

^ Hakobyan, p. 150 

Hakobyan, p. 170, 183; Garegin Hovsepian, Hishdakarank Tzerakrats, vol. I (Antelias, Lebanon: 
1951), p. 530. 

" Fr. Ghevont Alishan, Hayapatoum (Venice: San Lazzaro, 1905), p. 490. 

'Է Fr. Mikayel Chamichian, Patmoutiun Hayots, vol. Ill (Venice: San Lazzaro, 1786), p. 297. 

Hakobyan, p. 183. 

'՜* Hakobyan, p. 170. 

Hovsepian, p. 530. 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, Ser. II, Vol. 10 (40), (2014) 


99 


Paul Z. Bedoukian 


Gold 

Sibilian,'^ in his key work Classification of Roupenian Coins, gives the line drawing of the 
gold coin of Gosdantin I. This coin, found in the Venice Mekhitarist monastery, was examined 
by Sibilian who determined it to be genuine'^ and, in his opinion, struck not for circulation but as 
a medal. I have also examined this coin and reached the same conclusion. Also, with the permis- 
sion of the chief abbot. His Eminence [Srapion] Oulouhojian, I took a plaster cast of this coin, a 
photograph of which I present here (Fig. 1). This coin was [originally] the property of Bedros 

Markar Alishan, father of [the renowned Mekhitarist scholar and antiquarian] Father Ghevont 

1 8 

Alishan, from whom it passed to the monastery. 

The obverse of the coin shows the king seated on a horse, crowned, and facing forward. The 
horse is walking to [the observer’s] right. With his right hand [the king] is holding a sword and 
with his left he holds the [horse’s] reins. The obverse legend (see table I) is ԿՈՍՏԸՆԴԻՆ ԹԳ 
ՃԱ8..Ց (Gosdantin King of Armenians). The reverse side shows a castle with three towers, and 
the reading ՍՍՈ8 ԲԵՐԴՆ է ԹԱԳԱՈՐ (is the king of the castle of Sis). 

Langlois'^ mentions this coin in his book and gives its freehand drawing (Plate III, no. 9). As 
sometimes happens, the artist who draws the coin is not a numismatist, and the letters are not 
drawn correctly. Sibilian points out that Langlois gives an incorrect interpretation of the reverse 
legend. Even though Sibilian examined the coin and provides a correct reading he was, perhaps 
compelled, to give an incorrect drawing of the coin in his book.^° Basmadjian^' as well gives the 
same drawing and based upon this drawing he presents a totally incorrect reading. 

We have stated that this unique gold coin of Gosdantin I was known to Langlois, Sibilian, 
Alishan and Basmadjian. But Basmadjian [also] gives a drawing of a second gold coin of 
Gosdantin I. The obverse is similar to the former [example] but the reverse towers [of the castle] 
have a different design. The legends on both sides [of the second coin] are the same as on the 
first coin. 

It is apparent that Basmadjian borrowed these illustrations from the book by Jacques de Mor- 
gan.^^ In his preface, de Morgan writes that all of the drawings in his book were made by him 
personally. Thus, we know the source of the second gold coin. It appears that de Morgan did not 
always base his drawings on the actual coin, since his picture of the Venice example is definitely 
taken from the incorrect drawing by Langlois, with unfortunate artistic enhancement. It is not 
certain whether the drawing of the second example is made from an actual coin, or taken from a 
book. 


Fr. C. Sibilian, Tasavoroutiun Roupenian Tramots (Vienna: Mekhitarist Press, 1892), p. 48, and 
plate IV, no. 42. 

” [Bedoukian writes “geghdz che” which is literally translated as not counterfeit. LAS] 

[In Coinage of Cilician Armenia, p. 71, Bedoukian mentions the existence of a second example of 
the first gold coin, struck with the same dies, reposing in the collection of the Istanbul Archaeological Mu- 
seum. He became aware of the existence of this second example only after this article was printed. LAS] 
Victor Langlois, Numismatique de I’Armenie au Moyen Age (Paris: 1855), plate III, no. 9 
[The translator does not understand why this should have been the case. LAS] 

K. J. Basmadjian, Numismatique Generate de I’Armenie (Venice: San Lazzaro, 1936), p. 165. 
Jaques de Morgan, The History of the Armenian People (Boston: Hairenik Press, 1952), p. 243. 
[The original edition in French appeared in 1919. LAS] 
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It is also worth mentioning that Basmadjian^^ gives a list of fourteen Roupenian gold coins 
that were known at that time, and adds two others that were known to him. It is, however, im- 
portant to note that a second gold coin of Gosdantin is not mentioned in his list. 

In spite of my efforts, I have been unable to solve the riddle posed by this coin. 



No. 3, Silver 


Silver 

Langlois^'' provides a description of a Gosdantin I silver tram and an inaccurate drawing and, 
as for the gold coin, he ascribes this coin to Gosdantin III (1345-1363). He also reads the legend 
incorrectly. Sibilian^^ gives the same illustration in his book but provides the correct reading. 
Basmadjian uses the same drawing in his book, which he borrows from de Morgan. 

This silver coin, which has long been in the Kunsthistorisches Museum of Vienna, was 
thought to be the only known example. The obverse, as on the gold coin, shows the king seated 
on a horse, crowned, holding a sword in his right hand and the reins of the horse in his left. The 
horse is walking to the obseiwer’s right. The legend (Table I) reads ԿՈՍՏԱՆԴԻԱՆՈՍ ԹԱԳՈՐ 
ZR8 (Gosdantin King of Armenians). On the reverse, the king is standing facing forward and 
holding a sword upright in his right hand and a cross in his left. The legend reads 
ԿԱքՈՂՈԻԹԵԱՄքՆ Ա6 է ԹԱԳՈՐ (by the empowerment of God he is king). 

Haigazn Habeshian՜^ writes that, in the rich collection of Catholicos Sahag Khabayan in Sis, 
he saw a silver tram of Gosdantin I exactly like the one in Vienna, but in better condition. We do 
not know what happened to that coin. 

Fortunately, in my collection there are two other trams of Gosdantin I. One of these was pur- 
chased from Armenag Poladian of Beirut and donated to the Vienna Mekliitarist Museum, and the 
other is from the Dikran Klian Kelekian collection, which passed entirely into my hands. These 
two coins resemble the one described above but have different readings. The first reads 
ԿՈՍՏԱՆԴԵԱՆՈՍ ԹԱԳՈՐ 2.Ա8ՈՑ (Gosdantin King of Araienians) / ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹՐՆ Ա8 է ԹԱԳՈՐ 
(by the empowerment of God he is king) and the second reads ԿՈՍՏԸՆԳԻՆ ԹԱԳԱԻՈՐ ձԱ8ՈՑ 
(Gosdantin King of Armenians) / ԿԱՐՈՂՈԻԹՐՆ Ա8 է ԹԱԳՈՐ (by the empowerment of God he is 
king) (table I). 



No. 6, Copper 


Basmadjian, p. 143. 

Victor Langlois, Numismatique de I’Armenie au Moyen Age (Paris: 1855), p. 91, Table III, no. 10. 
Sibilian, p. 49, table IV, no. 43. 

Basmadjian, p. 165. 

Haikazn Hapeshian, Azadamard Weekly, no. 34 (Constantinople, I9I I), p. 544. [The title of the ar- 
ticle referred to is “Ancient Coins” and appeared in the 6/19 March 1911 issue of this periodical. LAS] 
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Copper 

Fortunately, we know of the existence of eleven copper coins. Even though these resemble 
each other, the readings have variations which establish that during the short reign of Gosdantin I 
many dies were prepared and used. 

The obverse of the copper coins exactly resemble the silvers: the king is facing forward, 
standing with a sword in the right hand and a cross in the left. The obverse legend reads 
ԿՈՍՏԱՆԴԻԱՆՈՍ ԹԱԳՈՐ (Gosdantianos King) with numerous variations. On the reverse of these 
coins is seen a cross with equal arms, decorated and with pellets, with the legend ՇԻՆԵ1, 
ք֊ԱՂԱ՜ք-Ն ՍԻՍ է (is made in the city Sis) again with variations. 

Of these coppers five are in the Vienna Mekhitarist Museum, two are in the numismatic mu- 
seum of the National Library of France (Bibliotheque Nationale Musee de Medailles), one in my 
collection, one in a private collection in Lebanon, and two in the collection of Prof Asbed Dona- 
bedian of Beirut. 


Origins of the Design of Gosdantin I Coins 

Examination of these coins leaves the impression that Gosdantin sought, through the medium 
of his coins, to establish that he was the victor and the ruling king of the castle of Sis, and that he 
was victorious with the help of the sword and the cross. The beauty of his coins seems to be a 
deliberate effort to emphasize this fact. 

It remains to examine the source of the designs [used on these coins]. The king on horseback 
design is very different from the horseman coins of Hetoum I and Levon II, even though here the 
king is holding a sword instead of a mace or spear. Similar horseman coins were used by Sultan 
Kilij Arslan (1156-1188) of Iconium and his successors.^* Before that, they are seen on the royal 
seals of Byzantium and the kings of Western Europe. And, the figure of the castle seen on the 
reverse of the gold coin is reminiscent of certain coins of the Crusader princes. On the obverse 
of the silver coins again is the same horseman, while the reverse showing the standing king re- 
sembles the coins of the Crusaders of Edessa struck one hundred years earlier^” although the artis- 
tic work on the coins of Godsdantin is more attractive. The obverse of the coppers is again the 
standing king while the reverse is a cross with equal arms. The cross, of course, is often seen on 
the coins of Christian kings. 


Addendum 

After this paper was submitted for publication. Prof Asbed Donabedian of Beirut informed 
us that he had acquired three additional copper coins of Gosdantin I. The honorable professor 
sent us impressions of these coins, from which we learned that one of them resembles coin no. 6 
[in the table], one resembles coin no. 12, and the obverse of third resembles coin no. 12, while the 
reverse is inscribed ՇԻՆԵԼ ՜ԻԱՂԱ-ք Ն Ի ՍԻՍ (made in the city of Sis), which indicates the exist- 
ence of a new die. This addition brings the total number of [known] copper examples to fourteen. 


W. Marsden, Oriental Coins (London, 1823), pp. 88-90, Vol. I, plate VI, No. LXXXIII; J. Ostrup, 
Catalogue des Monnaies Arabes et Turques (Copenhagen, 1938) p. 138, plate IV, no. 1312. 

G. Schlumberger, Numismatique de T Orient Latin (Paris, 1878), plates IV, V, and VI. 
Schlumberger, op. cit., plate I, No. 12 and plate XIX, No. 2. 
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THE FINAL HOME OF THE 
PAUL Z. BEDOUKIAN COLLECTION 


Many thanks for your e-mail {ANJ, 2014, No. 3, p. 54). I can tell you why Dr. Paul Z. 
Bedoukian did not donate his coin and medal collection to the History Museum of Armenia in 
spite of his convictions. 

It is disappointing hear coin collectors claim that their collection will travel to the Armenian 
Historical Museum for its final home, but when the time of final decision comes, they do some- 
thing else. I have personally examined each coin, one by one, in Bedoukian’s coin collection at 
his home in Danbury, Connecticut. It was one of the greatest collections ever assembled — it 
took his lifetime to assemble it and at great expense and much perseverance! 

The late Paul Bedoukian personally told me many times that his collection would be donated 
to the Historical Museum of Armenia in Yerevan. His words were that the extremely rare gold 
medals, and ancient and medieval rare Armenian coins included in the collection are national 
treasures; and they are going to be the pride and joy of the Museum in Armenia. 

When the collection was donated to the Armenian Library and Museum of America, Water- 
town, MA, I was totally surprised. The donation was announced by ALMA in February 2000 in 
U.S. Armenian newspapers. The collection included 4300 coins and medals as well as numerous 
antiquities including early printed books, ceramics, metal works, textiles, and rugs {ANJ, 2000, 
pp. 22-23). In recognition of all the donations, the main gallery at ALMA has been named 
“Bedoukian Hall.” 

I did not have the courage to telephone Paul Bedoukian and ask him why he donated his col- 
lection to ALMA. First, it was none of my business and he definitely did not owe me any expla- 
nation. Second, I did not think I should place him in any embarrassing position. 

After his death, in early 2002, when we were in the planning phase of Bedoukian’s Selected 
Numismatic Studies II, I telephoned his wife, Mrs. Victoria Bedoukian, a few times to request 
some relevant material which might be used in the publication. One day very politely and awk- 
wardly I asked her, “Why did Paul donate his coin and medal collection to the Armenian Library 
and Museum of America and not to the Historical Museum in Yerevan?” She had a short and 
simple answer, “The present prevailing mentality and existing conditions in Annenia.” 

Y.T. Nercessian 


LETTERS AND E-MAILS TO THE EDITOR 


Շնորհակալ եմ Ձեր հարցման համար, որովհետև այն առիթ հանդիսացավ 
պարզելու, որ ՍՀԴ 1-ից ցավափորեն դուրս է մնացել Հռոմի հանրապետական 
թոդարկումներից մի դրամ' Մարկոս Անտոնիոսի դենար (18392/982), կատալոգի 425 և 
426 դրամների տիպի, որը Պերճ Կարապետյանի հավաքածուից է: Այն դրված է եղել 
Հռոմի կայսերական դրամների հետ ու վրիպել է իմ ուշադրությունից: Այդ դրամը 
կհրատարակվի Հռոմի կայսերական դրամների կատալոգի մեջ որպես լրացում 
հանրապետական դրամների կատալոգի: 

Այս դեպքն ինձ օգնեց նաև պարզելու, որ ՍՀԴ-ի գույքացուցակում սպրդել են որոշ 
վրիպակներ: Գույքացուցակում նշված է 18392/983 գույքային համարն ունեցող դրամ, 
որը կատալոգում չկա: Դրամի որոշումը ճշտելուց հետո այն հանել եմ կատալոգից, 
քանի որ վերաբերում է կայսերական շրջանին (տե՜ս վերը ցուցակում), բայց 
Գույքացուցակից մոռացել եմ ջնջել այդ համարը: Ըստ երևույթին, այդ կատալոգում 
փոփոխություն կատարելուց հետո. Գույքացուցակում խախտվել է նաև կատ. 455-461 
դրամների համապատասխանությունը գույքային համարների հետ: Սա Պ. 
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B2. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Coinage of Cilician Armenia. Danbury, CT: 1979, xxxie, 494 pp., 12 

pis., clothbound, retail 45.00 

B3. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Coins and Medals: An Exhibition from the Collection of Dr. 
Paul Z. Bedoukian - Ցուցահանդէս Տք- Զարեհ Պտուկեանի հաւաբածոյէն. New 
York: Museum of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, 1971, [24 pp.], bilingual, 
illus. in black and white, 8.5"x7", card covers. OP. Nercessian’s personal stock, retail 5.00 
B4. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Books: An Exhibition of Early Printings 1512-1700, from the 

Collection of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian — Am ցահածդկս հայերէն հնատիպ գրթերու Տոքթ- 
Զարեհ Պտուկեանի հաւաքածոյէն. New York; Armenian Museum of the Diosese of the 
Armenian Church of America, 1975, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in black and white, 8.5 x7 , 

card covers. OP. Nercessian’s personal stock, retail 

B5. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Thirty Centuries of Armenian Metal Art: An Exhibition from the 
Collection of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian ֊ Երեսուն գարու հայ արուեստ մետաղի- 
Ցուցահանդէս Տք- Փպ Ջ- Պտուկեանի հաւաքածոյէն. New York: AGBU Gallery, 
1978, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in black and white, 8.5"x7", card cover, originally retail $5.00 
B6. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Woven Art: An Exhibition from the Collection of Dr. Paul Z. 
Bedoukian ֊ Հայ հիւսուածեղենի արուեստ- Ցուցահանդէս Տոքթ- Փպ Ջ- 

Պտուկեանի հաւաքածոյէն. New York: AGBU Gallery, 1980, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in 

COLOR, 8.5"x7", card covers, originally retail $12.50 

B7. Bedoukian, Paul Z., Armenian Ceramic Art: An Exhibition from the Collections of Tina & 
Haroutune Hazarian, Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian ֊ Հայ յախճապակիի արուեստ- 
Ցուցահանդէս Արթինա եւ Յարութիւն Հազարեանի եւ Տորթ- Փպ Զ- Պտուկեանի 
հաւաքածոներէն. New York; Armenian Museum, 1982, [24 pp.], bilingual, illus. in 

COLOR, 8.5"x7", card covers, originally retail $12.50 

B8. Bedoukian, Paul Z., կոխուած 18րդ գարու հայ մետալները - Eighteenth 

Century Armenian Medals Struck in Holland. Venice: Mekhitarist Press, 24 pp., 7 x9.5 , 
card covers, 24 pp., illus. in black and white, 3 pp. English summary. Reprinted from 
Bazmavep, 1977/3-4, pp. 728-751. Card covers 


SALE 

PRICE 

$ 8.00 

10.00 


3.00 


SOLD 

OUT 


1.00 


2.00 


2.00 


SOLD 

OUT 


Armenian Numismatic Society Offprints and Medals 

OP2. “Overstruck and Countermarked Coins of the Artaxiad Dynasty of Armenia,” by Nercessian 

and Saryan, an offprint of ANJ, Vol. XXII (1996), pp. 23-62, pis. I-VI. US 1st class Ship. $3. 1^.00 

OP3. “Silver Coins of Tigranes II of Armenia,” by Y. T. Nercessian, an offprint of ANJ, Vol. 

XXVI (2000), Nos. 3-4, pp. 43-108, pis. 1-10. US first class shipping $3.00 19.00 

Ml. Bedoukian, P. Z. Silver proof medal, 39 mm diameter, 1 troy ounce. Obv. portrait of 

Bedoukian; Rev. logo of ArmNS (2000). Please read the note below. US shipping $ 6 ......... 52.00 

M2.Nercessian, Y. T. Silver proof medal, 39 mm diameter, 1 troy ounce. Obv. portrait of 
Nercessian; Rev. logo of ArmNS (2005). Numbered, certificate of authenticity. Please read 

the note below. US shipping. $6 

Note. The price of silver medals is subject to change based on the market fluctuations, +/- 1 .00 
per ounce of bullion silver. The reference price is $25.00 per ounce of bullion silver. For 
example, if the bullion silver value increased to $30.00, add $5 to the posted medal price; if 
decreased to $20.00, then subtract $5 from the medal price. 


SUPERSEDES ALL PREVIOUS LISTS 


US shipping cost, add S7 for first book, S2 for each additional book. PREPAYMENT REQUIRED. California residents please 
add appropriate sales tax. Minimum order $25. OP=Out of print.. Discounted price applies to all parties. Dec. 2014 


